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PERFECTION &%
IS FFFORTLESS

Limited Time: Get 8 FREE Burgers

Order Mow! » OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxed440 | 1.844.974.1516
Ak for your B FREE burgars with offar 72222006

Sawings shoawn canr agoeenatnd single Aem hass price, Phob asesplany of product
advartised, LimE 2, 2 tae G o0, Burgers wil be set o sach ahippieg akdness that incudes T4277
Standand SAH adoed per adress, Wil supplies last. B mary be saterte] o b imeriong
imilstione. Ml products, prices, and sdles am subpcl o Dmeha Seaks, lsc Tame of Us:
OmaheSesks comAams-al-ues051]L Expires 1273128 | ZINMESE | Db Sleaks, Inc.

FIND US ON THE WEB...

CusterCountyChronicle.com - HillCityPrevailerNews.com - MyBlackHillsCountry.com 4

THERE ARE TwWO VOICES IN YOUR HEAD
AND ONE OF THEM IS TELLING YOU
NOT TD WORKOUT. WHEN YOU ARE READY

TO LISTEN TO THE OTHER VOICE...

CUSTER FITNESS CENTER
ODPEN 24/7
522 MT. RUSHMORE RD
605-673-2217

Subscribe to the Chronicle or Prevailer! Call 605-673-2217
20% of your subscription fee goes to local non-profit/charities

To ensure publication,
ads must be received by 5 p.m. Friday

605-673-2217
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' of the WeekR
2 .-+ Get ready for a
- cuteness overload! We

hhave puppies! These
i 9-week-old American
% Bulldog puppies were
born in late October.
iThey are very cute and

J"’t"_very rambunctious.

& ]

8§ go to their forever
homes. The puppies
have their first shots
and are dewormed. Get
your plck of the litter!

BHDUEHT T0 YOU BY

SOUTHERN
HILLS
ANIMAL on-Sa o o
CLINIC Saiun:y 8 gutaim::mn ﬁlg:ﬁ Closed

12478 US Hwy 16A, Custer, SD 57730  (605) 673-4996

X PERIFENCE MATTERS

REAL ESTHTE & AUCTIDNS

“ 605-673-2629

Serving the Black Hills Area
B for 100 years £

Anne Fuchs
'EEIE 673-1 1??
chaidz

Ron Bradeen
605-381-2629

ghradzeraucio.con

You’ll love the privacy of this charming 3502 Sq. Ft. 4 bedroom, 3.5 bath home has to offer.
Located on 6 treed lots. You can enjoy your morning coffee on the deck ov serlooking the city of
Custer, a great place to watch the Fourth of July fireworks! Plenty of wildlife to see. If the 2-car
attached garage doesn't have enough room, there’s a bonus 40X40 finished shop ready for
plenty of toys, storage, or work area. The living room boasts a fireplace, and the family room
has a wood stove for those cool Black Hills nights. The kitchen is equipped with stainless steel
appliances. Beautiful oak floors. The walkout basement could be rental income. The view from
the family room is amazing! MLS# 77734 $589,900 Call or Text Carol 605-440-0466
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THANKS FOR SAYING YOU SAW IT IN THE WESTERN TRADER 605-673-2217

“We are still and always have
bheen your privataly, owned

insurance agents.

- Amy Bailey of Starr Insurance

For personalized setvice,
please call Starr Insurance.

P.0. Box 726, Custer, SD 57730 * 605-673-3799

GYM:

CUSTER FITNESS CEN-
TER: Work out anytime—
open 24 hours/7 daKs
per week. Inquire at the
Custer County Chronicle

522 Mount Rushmore
oad, Custer), 605-673-
2217.

HANDYMAN:

HANDYMAN: Call Jeff for
any job. Plus mowin? and
trimming. Serving Hill City,
Custer and surrounding area.
712-490-4998 526 a7t

HELP WANTED:

HELP WANTED: Jogensen
Log Homes is now hiring lead
carpenters. For more info call
605-673-2720 464 16

LINE COOK WANTED full
or part time hours available.
Resume & references to

Custer Beacon 606-673-
3800 506 16t
* HELP WANTED **
IMMEDIATELY
HILL CITY

Now accepting employ-
ment applications for
DESK CLERKS for perma-
nent or seasonal, full or
part time positions. We
offer room for advance-
ment, top pay, summer
bonuses, winter bonuses
and other benefits.
Hill City Super 8 Motel.
Apply at location or call
Vic at 605-209-3963.

984 35tf

FULL-TIME & PART-TIME
PHYSICAL THERAPISTS
NEEDED State Home Care
Services, Inc. is hiring full-
time and part-time Physical
Therapists to provide Home
Health PT in Custer and the
surrounding area. Starting
wage is $45/hr depending
on experience. No night
shifts, or on-call weekends.
Come Work in a Positive
Environment at State Home
Care Services. Please Call
Alicia Beedle for more
details at 605-673-4454 sz

48tf

PART-TIME HOMEMAK-
ERS NEEDED State Home
Care Services, Inc. is hiring
part-time homemakers to
provide light house ke ing
and respite in Custer. Hours
are flexible, and wages are
$23-$25/hr. No night shifts,
or on-call weekends. Come
Work in a Positive
Environment at State Home
Care! Please Call Alicia
Beedle for more details at
605-673-4454. 503 48if

PART-TIME REGISTERED
NURSES NEEDED State
Home Care Services, Inc. is
hiring part-time RNs. for our
Hot Springs office and Rapid
City office locations. Hours
are flexible depending on your
availability, and wages start at
$37/hr. No night shifts. Come
Work in a Positive
Environment at State Home
Care Services Please Call
Alicia Beedle for more details
at 605-673-4454. 525  48if

CUSTER SENIOR CENTER
Board of Directors is accept-
ing resumes for the full-time
position of Custer Senior
Center Director. The primary
duties are grant-request writ-
ing, finances, and facility
management.  Experience
with QuickBooks is advanta-
geous. Competitive salary
dependent upon related expe-
rience. Year-end bonuses
may be earned. For more
information send an email to
cscdirvac@gmail, or call 605-
673-2708. Custer Senior
Center is an equal employ-
ment opportunity employer.
505 45c

MISCELLANEOUS:

DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 350
plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call
now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the
details! 1-888-816-0249
www.dental50plus.com/custer

DIRECTV - Watch your
favorite live sports, news and
entertainment  anywhere.
More top premium channels
than DISH. Restrictions apply.
Call IVS - 1-877-378-4581

DISH Network. $64.99 for
190 Channels! Blazing Fast
Internet, $19.99/mo. (where
available.) Switch & Get a
FREE $100 Visa Gift Card.
FREE Voice Remote. FREE
HD DVR. FREE Streaming on
ALL Devices. Call today! 1-
855-886-6591 489 23

FOR SALE:

FOR SALE: DODGE PICK-
UP BOX TRAILER. Good
condition, steel floor, lights.
Best Offer. Call 605-673-
3611. Please leave a mes-

sage. 556 tf
FOR RENT:

TRAILER COURT LOT for
rent, available 1 January
2024; $350 per month.
Contact Richard at 605 673-
2587. 550 2c

FOR LEASE: OLD WORLD
PLAZA, HILL CITY, has a

5, -

1,350 sq ft professional
space with four individual
rooms. Also a 380 sq ft
office space. Call 605-574-
4635. 502 4511
ATTRACTIVE, MODERN one
and two bedroom apartments,
central Custer. Laundry,
cable TV, competitive rates.
605-591-9397 14 3tf

OFFICE SPACE AVAIL-

;1¢\ZBSIBE - Call 605-673-
STORAGE UNITS TO RENT

AFFORDABLE STORAGE:
9x9 and 10x21 units.
Cement floors and solid
walls. RV Parking Available
$25 per month. 605-673-
4646. 541 35tfc
SUNSHINE STORAGE:
Annual or monthly rentals,
4 convenient locations. Call
Teresa at 673-1025. 36 5tfc
STORAGE UNITS 10x20 -
$65, 8x10 - $30 per month.
Little Italy Road, Ness’s
Storage. 673-2949.

17 4tfc

BUCKHORN STORAGE:
5x10, 10x10, 10x20. 673-
5050. 122

I
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EMPLOYMENT:

CITY OF CHAMBERLAIN
Water/Wastewater Position:
Full-time Water/Wastewater
position opened until filled.
Job responsibilities include
treatment, distribution, and
pipeline construction.
Position has a full benefit
packa%e along with SD
State Retirement. Wage is
DOE. For more information
contact the Finance Officer
at (605)234-4401. EOE

LAND:

FARMLAND rents are
strong. Do you need repre-
sentation or a Farmland
Manager? Contact Tim
Peters at 605.270.9410 or
tpeters@pifers.com. Pifer’s

Land Management,
www.pifers.com
NOTICES:

ADVERTISE IN NEWSPA-
PERS statewide for onl
$150.00. Put the Sout
Dakota Statewide
Classifieds Network to work
for you today! (25 words for
$150. Each additional word
$5.) Call this newspaper or
800-658-3697 for details.

TRAVEL:
SEE MLB GAMES AT
Fenway Park, Yankee

Stadium, etc. Quality game
tickets, hotels and motor-
coach. Call/text for free
brochure: 507.217.1326
(leave name/address) bobs-
baseballtours.com

D)

Call to
place an ad in
the Chronicle,

Prevailer or the
Western

Trader!
or if you’d like
to place an ad

for Down
Country Roads
Magazine
or
Black Hills
Adventure
Guide

Call
Kate at
605-440-

1248

(EP S

DEADLINE: ERROR RESPONSIBILITY:

Friday at 5 p.m. Customers are asked to check their ad
PRICE: immediately after publication and

$7.00 for 15 words, report at once any error found.

10¢ /word over that Claims for adjustment should be made
PAYMENT: at that time. The newspaper is responsible
592 Mt. Rushmore Rd. for an incorrect ad only the first time it runs,

605-673-2217 so check your ad carefully.

BRINGING BUYERS & SELLERS TOGETHER

To ensure publication, ads must be received hy
o p.m. Friday
605-673-2217 * custerads@gwtc.net

¥

2024 Crop Hour ‘i}'
Webinar Series

Join the SDSU Extension Agronomy Teamm
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday
January 9 - March 7, 2024
10:00 a.m. C5T / 2:00 a.m. MT

CCA Credits Available.

South Dakota has thowsands of homes with aging
lead-based paint, clder plumkbking, and a host of
other things that couse lead poiscning in children.

Weekly Topics
Symptoms include: lethargy, vomiting,

; R - Jam B 11 raduction
diarrheaq, irritability and nausea. Jam. 16-18 ... sion Agriculture
Jan, 23-25........ Sovbean Fradaction

If you have kids under the age of &, get Jan. 30-Feb. 1 ..., izl Grain Fraducton

them tested for lead with their pediatrician.
Together we'll make SD Lead-Free!

Scan the QR cods ta register tor

M thiz free wehinar or go to

. - extension. sdstate.edu/crop-hour
childhood
POISONING a & smoen,
PREVEMTICHN PRCCRAM ARLEET HEAOH

SEE TOBACCO TO
EXTINCTION.

Smoking, chewi

Make your Glassified Ad

Stand Out from the Rest!
Add a photo to your
classified ad for only $10

You must provide the photo « Prepayment required
To ensure publication, your ad and photo
must be received by Fridays at 5 p.m.

CUSTER COUNTY

Chronicle

Bringing vou the news for 127 vears

605-673-2217

522 Mt Rushmore Rd » Custer, SD

W@ it's dangerons stulf,
Make these cancer-causing monsters a thing of the past.

thelastsmaolee.org

Pald fr by the Soath Dakocs Deparcment of Healch.

Classified Ad Form - Deadline + 5 p.m. Friday

Classified Ad Category List Date
Circle One
Announcements Haorzes, Livestack Mame
Antiques Lawn and Garden
Appliances Lost and Found Address
Arls and Crafts klisc. for Sale
Autos for Sale Rloabile Homes
Auto Parts, Repair Maoloroycles
Boats Persanal
Business Opporunity  Pets and Supplies Fhone
Child Cara Phatography
Camputers Reaal Estate Insertion Dateas:
Farm and Ranch Rec. Vehicles
Firewaod Rentals
Flaa Markats Sernvices
Furmiture Sparting Goods
Garage Salas - Wanted
Help Wanted Cither

DIBEECTIONS: Write your ad below, one word per line. Remember, make suce your ad includes a phone number. Garage Sale

auls need b include date, Gime, location and dircetions (60 yoor location is dilficolt to find).

1 2 3 B 5 [ T
8 g 10 11 12 13 14
15 S7.00 16 £7.10 17 &7.20 18 §7.30 19 57.40 20 %7.50 21 57.60
22 57.70 23 §7.80 24 G780 25 800 26 5510 27 F8.20 28 He.30
28 52840 30 58.50 31 38.60 32 $8.70 33 $8.80 34 £8.80 35 58.00
36 5810 37 59.20 38 %8.30 39 $9.40 40 59.50 41 29.60 42 2470
43 59,80 44 5390 45 $10.00 48 $10.10 47 510.20 48 $10.30 45 510.40
Fuwn my ac Weeksx § =% BOId Type
Credit Card/Billing Chargs + 51 uu Extra
Tedal
Paid 5 Cash Check #
Cradit CardExp. Data Mo

RV 20TF
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2 Business and Professional Directory

YOUR GUIDE TO SOUTHERN HiLLS BUSINESSES

ELECTRICAL SERVICE

Freeman’s Electric
Service Inc.

Serving the Custer Area
FREE Estimates

24 Hour Answering Service
Your Call — Our Command

Custer — 673-3701
FINANCIAL

Jim Meyer, AAMS®
Financial Planner

CONSTRUCTION

Talley Gonstruction

Dirt Work e Septic Tanks

Waterlines « Road Grading
Dump Truck Service

FREE Estimates + 574-2155
Reasonable Rates

WEALTH MAMAGEMENT
associated veith Raymord James
Financial Servoes Inc.
Mernber F INI!F«. :.II-‘L
- e e

_ Custer, SD

WWW, fl'LLdDITIhIlthITI COIm

B05-673-2367

CONSTRUCTION STUMP GRINDING
Russ Ness's Stump
Johnson Grinding
conStrUCtion Trees ‘?Igiﬁli??vgushes
605-574-2881 | ., 5732049 - 6735683

* Residential Construction
* Construction Management
+ Site Development

Paul - 605-440-1201

ALPHA BUILDERS Haylee - 605-228-0943

—— LLC — alphabuilders.net
Craig Hindle Rent this
Construction space!

Licensed & Insured
Mew Construction » Garages/Shops
Remodeling * Custom Homes
craighindleconst@goldenwest.net
605-673-4222 » Gell: 605-673-1526
REAL ESTATE

. Buy or Sell
!( with me!

Only $8 50 a week

(minimum three month commitment)

673-2217

REAL ESTATE

523 Mt Rushmore Rd
Custer, SD 57730

Bt w0058 68%5 584

www.sellingblackhills.com
&

Lori Sveboda
‘Owner/Broker/Notary www.BHrealtor.com

605.517.0785

WINDOWS GLASS
Rapid City
Window & Glass

Stara Fronts/ Ennances = Extenior Parip Oogrs
Gl Replocernen ® Resideniio! H-"lnr.'..u':.
Aotomofic Dsors ® Cammerciol Windows

Mimors & Shaweer Doars  ShyeLites Sumoanms

605-343-4999 &
936 E. 5t. Patrick + Rapid City, SO -T2 18

EXCAVATING-BASEMENTS-DIRT-GRAVEL+SEPTIC
Expect Honest Work and Fair Prices

ZINigISenEnterprises, LLG

b 74
% i *j Excavatlng Basements - Dirt Work
- N  Gravel * Septic Systems

Mark Nielsen « 24890 Sylvan Lake Rd, Custer

HEATING & AC * CONSTRUCTION

Custer Heating & A/G

Custer, 5D 5??3

6056118529571

www.custerheatlng.com

Serving the
Southern Black Hills

——

Sylvan Lake Road
Custer, 5D

Kitchens
by Karla

Custer, SD 57730

4 605.580.0183

» From custom design fo installation
* Local licensed and insured contraclors

= By appointment 5
feiaa www.kitchensbykarla.com
karlahaagenson@gmail.com « www.bertch.com
Karla Haagenson » Owner

Custom
Designed
for your
Home

(TS
(el (B

VAG

F

39 N. 4th Street FREEDOM HILLS '

4 Integrity
Realty

605-574-4444

www.landlotshomes.com

EYE DOCTOR

—FAMILY EYECARE—
322 Mt. Rushmore Rd. - Custer
Walk-ins & New Patients Welcome

673-2716

www.visionsource-custer.com |4 g™

Vision Sourcel
WATER WELL DRILLING

ALEXANDER DRILLING INC. | &S

605-574-2331

info@alexanderdrillinginc.com
= Water Well Drilling
# Pumping Systems and Service
« Well Hydrofracturing
RESIDENTIAL » COMMERCIAL = INDUSTRIAL

www.alexanderdrillinginc.com
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE HELP

W.E.A.V.E.

Wonen Escariig A VICLENT EMWAONMENT

P.0. Box 7208 Custer County
Custer, 50 57730 Sheriff

G673-8176
24-Hour Crizsis Line r—y

673-HELP (4357) i
Toll Free: 1-800-424-3574

K
“‘*%‘."m'é'.f"-s

26248 Iﬁ'imf" I(SIAn Road
ELIH]EIE
sus-ﬁlﬁﬁ 031 ﬁns-m 5170
Rent this
space!
Only $850 a week

(minimum three month commitment)
673-2217
BLASTING & CONTRACTOR
A-1 Drilling & Blasting

Development Blasting Residential
Ditch Lines Quarries

“Serving The Entire Black Hills Area”
Fully Insured
Shawn Stiles

605-578-1991

im
Peterson

605-673-4701 » Cell: 673-1519]

Rent this
space!

Only $8 50 a week

(minimum three month commitment)

673-2217

Mark A. Koch

27 Morth 6th Street
Custer, 5D 57730
605-673-2644

STONE & LANDSCAPING

Landscaping
* Black Dirt
= Boulders
* Crushed Stone - 5 Calors
= Stonedust for Walkways
» Stepping Stone
= Retaining Walls
= Patio Stone
Building Stone
* Fireplace
« Dutside Vanear
Masonry Supplies
* Cement » Martar Golor » Other Supplies
Gravel Haullng
Sand far Power Line Construction
www.dakotastone. net
Visit our website for more pictures!

605-974-2760

Delivery

Available!

o Premier

FLOORING

<, Garpet = Vinyl
'f' Laminate
»A Ceramic » Wood

1,“ Shanklins

{12702 Miller Court Rd
{Oﬂ: America Center Rd)

Custer = 605-73-2099
GRAVEL

0 uthern . Grading

i o = Dirtwork

i l!S % ~# Seplic Installs

ROCK & GRAVEL = Retaining Walls
Commercial » Residential

Delivery Available

Lonny Schramm — 605-745-5006
Argyle, SD Cell 545-1160

hexe to Rock the Kouthern Hills]

VETERINARIAN

Fall River
Veterinary Clinic
HOT SPRINGS

Mon.—Sat. Bam—5pm
Wed. Bam-Bpm - 605-745-3786

Emergency * 605-745-3786
Dustin Browen, DWK = Kayla Brown, DV

HOME BUILDER

! {RubyCreek Builders

Heme Builder « Remodeds + Expert Carpentry

RUBYCREEKBUILDERS.COM

(605) 440-1470

Rent this
space!

Only $8 50 a week

(minimum three month commitment)

673-2217

Rent this
space!

Only $8 50 a week

(minimum three month commitment)

673-2217

FEEE ESTIMATES
CALL DAVE GOS-675-5235 « CUSTER

Appliances * Furnaces
Water Heaters & Service
Handyman Services

John Evans, Ir
Cell: 605-673-1600
Home: 605-673-3048
PRINT/COMPUTER
print&vectardpt.com

\ﬁ%ct@r

DESIGN | PRINT | TECH
Your LOGAL Design & Print Shop!
COMPUTER UPGRADES & REPAIR
1164 M1 Rushmore Rd + Custer » §05-673-2740

TAX PREPARER

e e W S R g S P S g
o ™ A.ﬂ e,

LENNY MERRIAM

\, CFE, PLLC

TJAX PREFARATION
Individual * Bus:

ACCOUNTING AND BOOKKEEPING
s Mon-Profik:
* Foreneiz Acoourting
= Fopreld Services
= Sales Tox Services
= Bookkeeping Services

Mon-Profi

rmsx ¢ Eababe # Trusd &

Otfice (605) 673-2125
lennymesriomcpm@igmail. com
Seasnnal Custer prolessional whe priceitizes fear-ronml

cenpiisiveness & servaoes for Lhe Black Hills regivn

i N P e g e e g e g

FINANCIAL ADVISOR

Edward Jones

DAKOTA STONE COMPANY

e e e e i e .

Member SIPC

Financial Advisor

edwardjones.com

FABRICS & SUPPLIES

RENT THIS
SPACE!

only $34 a week

Rent this
space!

Only $8 50 a week

(minimum three month commitment)

673-2217

Rent this
space!

Only
$17.00
a week

(minimum three month
commitment)

673-2217

HEATING & COOLING

Witt's Heating &

Air Conditioning, Inc.
104 South 9th +Custer

673-3212

Heating and Cooling
Service and Installation
Heat Pumps
Gas and Oil Furnaces

and Boilers

Rent this |
space! -

Only $8 50 a week

(minimum three month commitment)

673-2217

(minimum three month commitment)

673-2217

Business & Professional Ads are a great way for your business to not only get noticed, but to stay in
people’s minds when they need to utilize a local business service. “Out of sight out of mind.” Let’s

face it, if you aren’t reading the Custer County Chronicle or the Hill City Prevailer at lunch on
Wednesdays or Thursdays, you are not really going to know what’s going on. People depend on us for
all local news. Advertising is also a great way to reach potential new customers/clients and to boost your

business. Come in or call 605-673-2217 and we can help. We will even build you an ad at no extra charge!
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605-673-2217

HEY RETAIL BUSINESS OWNERS!!! THIS IS AN INCREDIBLE OPPORTUNITY TO ADVERTISE!!!

Deep Cr

Checlk out our ;:-

works of art!

26 S. 6th Street,
Custer
12.505.4592

GIFTS AWAITSY
Open All Year!

SHOP THE BLACK HILLS!

SHOP BLACK HILLS
discounted rates will he
around for few more weeks

and then back to regular
prices!

2 column X 4 inch

color ad

for S32

(for retail businesses only)

S100
(normal price)

Thanks for saying you saw

it in the Western Trader!

2 column X 4 inch

color ad

for $32

(for retail businesses only)

S100
(normal price)

SHOP THE BLACK HILLS!

Money sought to improve broadband subsidy use

Jusl over wo years ago,
Congress pumped $14.2
billion into the Affordable
Connectivity  Program  in
hopes of connecling more
people to high speed inter
net.

Ehigible low-income
households on tribal land
can get $75 off their month
Iv mternet bills; those out-
side of trbal land can gel
$30 a month. The program
also offers $100 one time
payments for the purchase
of a laptop, desktop or
tablet.

But the eligible don’t get
the money unless they ask.
And hardly any eligible
South Dakotans do ask.

The guickest way to ask
15 online, but that’s not
especially simple for some
one without an internet-
comnected device or an
email address.

Knowing the program
exists is an obvious prereq-
uisite, of course, and plenty
of the people who could
benefit don't.

Those are a few of the
reasons just 16 percent of
eligible Sonth Dakotans —
21,283 people — have col-
lected a share of the money,
according to state officials
and nonprofit groups work-
ing to connect people to the
benefits.

That figure puts South
Dakota behind every state
but North Dakota for pro-
gram enrollment.  South
Dakotans have benefitted
from $12.5 million thus far

through the program,
according to the Universal
Service Administrative

Company, which adminis
ters the funds on behall of
the Federal
Communications
Commission (FCC).

Improving those num-
bers 1s one of several goals
embedded in the state’s dig
ital equity plan, submitted
Nov., 14 1o the [ederal
Department of Commerce
by the state Department of
Labor and Regulation.

The plan will help deter-
mine how much of the
$2.75 billion made avail
able through the Digital
Equity Act will land in state
coffers.

Funding uncertainty

The Dhgital Equity Act is
separate from the

Alfordable  Conmectivily
Program, though both
address broadband issues.

While the connectivily
program 15 only accessible
to those with low incomes,
the equitvy act is meant to
help states address connec-
tivity issues to a broader
population through long
termn programs, as well as to
address gaps in digital liter-
acy and security. South
Dakota collected $527 052
through the act to write its
digital opportunity plan.

The Digital Equity Act
aims to help eight “covered
populations”™ get access to
and learn how to best use
the internet — inmates, vet
erans, people with disabili-
ties, people 60 or older,
racial or ethnic minorities,
people with limited literacy
skills and rural populations.

“About B1.6 percent of
South Dakotans fall into
one of these categories,”
said Bill Wendling, the
state’s digital opportunity
coordinator.

Among other goals, the
South Dakota digital oppor-
mnity plan would move to
enroll more people in the
Affordable  Connectivity
Program, or through other
programs such as Lifeline,
which offers 39.95 off inter-
net bills. Lifeline has sent
qust over 51 mlhion 1o
South Dakota residents so
far in 2023,

The state plan would
also address digital Iiteracy
and cybersecurity through
outreach and education pro
grams, and could mvolve
the purchase of digital
devices for distribution to

needy households.
But  the Affordable
Connectivity — Program’s

future is unclear, as is the
amount of unding South
Dakota will have (o inple-
ment its plan. Congress has
vet to extend the connectiv
ity  program’s  funding
beyond next April; the vast
majority of Digital Louity
Act Tunding has yel 1o be
awarded.

Meanwhile, Sen. John
Thune, R South Dakota,
joined Sen. Ted Cruz, R-
Texas, Rep. Cathy
McMorris  Rodgers, R
Washington, and Rep. Bob
Laitta, R-Olio, mm a recent
letter voilcing concerns

about the connechivily pro-
gram. The GOP group char
acterizes it as wasteful.

“While you have repeal-
edly claimed that the ACP 15
necessary for connecting
participating households to
the intemnet, it appears the
vast majority of tax dollars
have gone to households
that already had broadband
prior 1o the subsidy,” the
lawmakers wrote in their
letter, addressed to FCC
Chair Jessica Rosenworcel.

State plan:

Connection, education

Back in South Dakota,
Wendling offered the details
on South Dakota’s partici
pation in the Affordable
Connectivity Program and
residents” digital needs dur-
ing a Dec. 11 meeting of the
state’s Workforce
Development Council.

The digital opportunity
plan proposes more “navi-
gators™ to help connect eli-
gible families to broadband
assistance. Currently, there
are seven state employment
specialists who spend half
their work fime acting as
navigators now from local
job service offices. Several
nonprofit organizations also
employ digital navigators,
though the state doesn’t
support them financially at
the moment

The labor department
declined to make Wendling
available for an interview
In an emaled response to
gquestions  from  South
Dakota Searchlight, depart
ment spokesperson Dawn
Dovre said the combination
of state employees and con-
tractors have “ensured
every county in South
Dakota has a Navigalor
{whether it be ours or some
one else’s) to assist them if
needed.”

Barners 1o using the sub-
sidies, Dovre wrote, include
a lack of knowledge about
the program, a cumbersome
application process and, for
some, a lack of trust in the
federal  government  and
mternel service providers.

That list of barriers
matches those seen nation
wide, according o Ellen
Goldich, who leads the
strategic partnership work
ol the Education
Superhighway.

Wendling told the work

force coumeil W' be a few
months before he knows
how much funding the state
will gel 1o implement il
under the Digital Equity
Act, regardless of what hap
pens with the Affordable
Connectivity Program.,

The first $60 million of
the act’s funding was used
to help states pay for the
production of their digital
opportunity  plans.  The
remaining money is split
nto two buckets: $1 .44 hil-
lion for states, allocated
based on their state plans,
and $1.25 Wallion in compet-
ilive grants open to govern-
ment and non-government
organizations.

Outreach events and
advertising, adding more
public computing terminals
across the state (such as
those located in libraries or
universities), purchasing
new or used digital devices
for distribution fo those in
need, and expanding digital
literacy and online safety
courses are all hsted as
potential state goals

“We're not sure how
many of our ideas or pro-
grams we’ll be able to
implement,” he said. “As
much as I would love to,
and hopefully get to,
address all of these, we
dont know how much
funding we're getting "

Goldich  said  she’s
reviewed the digital oppor-
tumty  plans from every
state that's submutted one
and she sees a lot of prom
ise In South Dakota’s
roadmap. Most state plans
scarcely mention outreach
for connectivity.

“We applaud them for
articulatng very clear goals
for the (program),” Goldich
said.

Nonprofits work
to move needle

Not every city in South
Dakota has struggled to
conmect the eligible to Tund-
ing to the same degree.
Sioux Falls has a 21 percent
curollment rate, for exam-
ple, and several inbal com-
munities have higher rates.
Mission has a 78 percent
curollment rale; St Francis
sils al 100 percent.

On the other end of the
spectnuan are 126 cities with
an enrollment rate less than
1 percent. In Sisseton, the

]

rale sils al 52 percent
higher than the national
average of 41 percent.

Several faclors  have
contributed to that snccess,
according to Olivia DeBoer
of Grow South Dakota, a
Sisseton-based  nonprofit
that began navigation work
in March throngh an FCC
grant. Grow South Dakota
helps conmect people 1o
emergency rent and energy
assistance, DeBoer said, so
it already had an internal
mailing list of potential
beneficiaries.

The group also works to
get the word out at commu-
nity  events with the
Sisseton-Wahpeton Sioux
Tribe, and has worked with
areq state assistance offices
to ask them to pass the word
along about  broadband
assistance,

In Sioux Falls, a prant-
funded navigator with
South Dakota Voices for
Peace has worked at a slow-
er pace. That's partly a
measure of its target audi-
ence: immigrants and peo-
ple with limited English
skills. Voices for Peace
Director Taneeza Islam said
it takes about an hour to
work through the online
apphecation  process, and
that's often after several
attempts at outreach.

Chents 1n Sioux Falls
sometimes don’t have an
infernet connection, email
address or devices that
could get them one before
they begin speaking with
the Voices for Peace naviga
tor. Islam’s office also does-
n't have a list of hkely-ehi-
gible families at the ready,
though it's working with the
Swoux Falls School Distnet
to connect with those who
receive free or reduced
price lunch.

“IF we can get 60 people
enrolled in a month, that’s
really great.” Islam said.

Best practices,
uncertain future

Goldich said the best
local results come  from
partnerships  with - other
organizations, targeted out
reach and a repetition of
MESSAZINE.

“IF you have a child who
receives free or reduced
price lunch, your entire
houschold 15 ehigible for the
program,” said Goldich,

who applanded the elforts
to connect to those families
in Sioux Falls.
Multi-agency  parlner-
ships in the community
have helped in other states.
In North Carolina, for
instance, the state’s broad-
band office worked with the
Division of Motor Vehicles
to put information on the
conmectivity program in dri-
ver's license exam offices.
The question of funding
hangs heavy, Goldich said,
and her group has a lot of
hope that Congress will
vole to support it. Internet
service providers are lobby-
ing for an extension, as are
a host of other organiza
tions, Connectivity also has
also enjoved bipartisan sup-
port in Congress and at the

state level. Gov, Krist
Noem has pushed for
broadband expansion

throughout her years in the
Governor’'s Mansion, with
progress firacked on the
ConnectSD website. South
Dakota's digital opportunity
plan even refers to broad-
band as “the fourth utility.”

Sen. Thune's concems,
however, could signal snags
for continued broadband
subsiches. The recent letter
to the FCC demands “a list
of efforts by the FCC to tar-
get ACP funds to house-
holds that previously lacked

broadband subscriptions,
rather than those that
already  had  broadband,

amid a potential lapse in
funding,” by Jan. 4.

DeBoer and Islam each
sawd they're encouraging
those who sign up for the
connectivity program fto
reach ont to therr congres-
sional  representatives (o
urge an extension, though,
hoping that its value to
those who truly conldn’t
have internet without 1t car-
ries the day.

“When people get con
nected, 10 just such a great
feeling, because they'll say,
‘Oh, now 1 can talk to my
[riends; T can see my grand-
kids,”” DeBoer said. “You
can only hope that they see
how many people have ben
clitted from this program
and choose 1w keep 1l
going ™

See more at stories ar
southdakotasearchiight co
.
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Men's Breakfast

Bible Study

The Little White Church
Hill City, SO

7:30 AM

Driver's License Exams
Custer County Courthouse
Annex Pine Room

Custer, 50

8 AM to & PM

Seniors Functional Fitness
Hill City Center

Hill City, 5D

9 AM

Seniors Bridge Card Games
Hill City Center

Hill City, SO

10 AR - 3 FM

Crafternoon

Custer County Library
Custer, SD

3 PM

Keystone Town Board
Maeting

Keystone Community
Center

Keystone, S0

G P

Crossroads Churah

Xtreme Youth Group
Crossroads Church

Custer, 50

530 P

Seniors Stretch & Flex
Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

9 AM

Seniors Hand &
Foot Card Games
Hill City Center
Hill City, S0
12:30 PM

Imagination Club

Hill City Public Library Kids'
Annex

Hill City, S0

315 PM

Tony DuBlois,
Musical Savant {8
The Hille Finest
Custer, S0

5-B PM

Civil Air Patrol

Custer County Airport
Custer, 5D

7 PM

Caramel| Rollz

Custer Senior Center
Custer, 5D

9 AM

Seniors Coffea Club

Hill City Center Small Room
Hill City, SD

9 AM

Hill City Seniors Flow &
Relax Yoga

Hill City Centar

Hill City, SD

9 AM

Cammunity Food Pantry
The Littls White Church
Hill City, SO

9 AM - 11 AM

Story Time

Hill City Public
Library Kide' sinnex
Hill City, SO

930 A

Storytime

Custer County Library
Custer, 5D

10 AM

Seniors Birthday Party
Keystone Senior Canter
Keystone, S0

11 Ak -1 B

Calebrate Recovery
Crossroads Church
Custer, 5D

Meal at & PM
Lesson at 5:30 PM

Saturday 1-6

Custer County Democrats
Coffee and Breakfast
Gathering

Crazy Horse Memarial
Laughing WWater Restaurant
Custer, 50

9 AM

Coffes with the Mayor
Hill City Cafe

Hill City, SO

10 A

Custer County Histarical
Society - Rick Mills,
Speaker

Custer County Courthouse
Annex Pine Room

Custer, 5D

2,30 PM

Live On Stage [0

High Country Guest Ranch
Hill City, 50

Doors open at 5 PM
Dinner at 5:30 PM

Show starts at & P
Featured Artist JJ Kent
Group 7 PM

THANKS FOR SAYING YOU SAW IT IN THE WESTERN TRADER

IT'S BINGO TIME — Bingo season is upon us, and
Keystone Community Center will host a Bingo night this
Saturday, Jan. 6 at the Keystone Community Center.
There is a free will donation dinner at 5 p.m., followed
by the start of the gomes at 6 p.m. [Submittzd Photo]

Teny DuBleis,
Musgical Savant S5F
The Hillz Finest
Custer, 50

5-8 PM

Keystone Bingo
Keystone Community
Center

Keystone, SD

Dinner at 5 PM, free will
donations

Bingo at & M

Buffale Gap
Community Dance A0F
Buffalo Gap
Community Center
Buffalo Gap, 5D

7 PM

Custer Community Action
Feod Distribution

CAT Building, corner of M.
&th and Linceln streets
Custer, S0

10 AM to 1 PM

Adule Bible Study

The Little White Church
Hill City, S0

& PM

KISS Af Meating
Keystone Community
Center

Keystone, S0

& PM

Mason's Lodge Breakfast
Hermosa Mason's Lodge
Hermosa, SD

T AM to Moaon

Community Feod Pantry
The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

8 AM - 11 AR

Seniors Functional Fitness
Hill City Ceanter

Hill City, 5D

9 A

Custer Rotary Club
Custer Senicr Center
Custer, S0

Moon

Hill City Commeon Council
Meeting

City Hall

Hill City, SD

5:30 P

Hill City School Board
Meeting

High School Board Room
Hill City, SO

& B

Custer School District
Board of Education
School Administration
Building

Custer, S0

& PM

When Helping Hurts
Community Lutheran
Church

Hill City, 0

& PM

Text HOWHH to 605-574-
1023 to register

Chick Chat and Crafts
The Little White Church
Hill City, SO

&:30 PM

Hermosa Arts & History
Association

Hermosa Town Hall
Hermosa, S50

B:30 PM

Af Meeting

Lighthouse fsssemhbly of God
Hill City, 5D

7 PM

Tuesday 1-9

Seniors Beginning Line
Dancing

Hill City Center

Hill City, S0

2 AM

Zonta

Custar County Library
Custer, SD

1P

Travel Adventure Talks
Custer Senior Center
Custer, S0

1 PM

Seniors Hand & Foot Card
Eames

Hill City Center

Hill City, 50

1-4:30 PM

Seniors Knitting &
Crocheting Group
Hill City Center
Hill City, SO

1-3 P

Custer Meet & Eat
Custer Community Church
Custer, SD

5-7 PM

Celebrate Recovery
The Little White Church
Hill City, SO

5:45 P

Hermesa Planning
and Zoning
Hermeosa Town Hall
Hermosa, SD

& P

Pringle Tewn Board
Pringle Community Center
Pringle, S0

7 B

Elk Mountain School
District Board of Education
Elk Mountain School
Dewey, 50

7 PM

Men's Breakfast

Bible Study

The Little White Church
Hill City, 50

7:30 AM

Custer Gounty Commission
Custer County Courthouse
Custer, S0

8 A

Driver's Licenze Exams
Custer County Courthouse
Annex Pine Room

Custer, 5D

8 AMto 5 PM

Custer Area Economic
Development Corp.
Black Hillz Energy
Custer, 5D

2:30 AM

Seniors Functional Fitness
Hill City Center

Hill City, SO

9 AM

Seniors Bridge Card Games
Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

10 AM - 3 PM

# FTHT

W
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LIVE ON STAGE — Local artist JJ Kent takes the

Friends of the Hill City
Library: Friends Host Local
Writers Group

Super 8 Conference Room
Hill City, 8D

1015 AM

Crafternoon

Custer County Library
Custer, 5D

3PmM

BOLT

The Little White Church
Hill City, S0

3:20 PM

The Landing

The Little White Church
Hill City, SO

4:30 P

Middle School & High
School Youth Group
The Little White Church
Hill City, SO

S:40 P

Crossroads Church

Xtrame Youth Group
Cressroads Chureh

Custer, 50

G:30 PM

Women's Bible Study
Fellowship

The Little White Church
Hill City, SO

B30 A

Saniors Stretch & Flex
Hill City Center

Hill City, S0

9 aM

Seniors Hand &
Foot Card Games
Hill City Center
Hill City, S0
12:30 PM

Imagination Club

Hill City Public Library Kids'
Annex

Hill City, 5D

315 PM

Tony DuBlois,
Musical Savant /3£
The Hille Finest
Custer, 5D

5-8 P

ADD/ADHD Support Group
PMonumant Health

Custer Hospital

Custer, 5D

630 P

Civil Air Patrol

Custer County Airport
Custer, 5D

7 P

Caramel Roells

Custer Senior Center
Custer, SD

9 AM

Seniors Coffee Club

Hill City Canter Small Reom
Hill City, S0

2 AM

Community Food Pantry
The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

9 AM - 11 AM

Story Time

Hill City Public:
Library Kide' sinnex
Hill City, S0

930 A

stage

this Saturday, Jan. 6 as the featured artist at Live on
Stage, which takes place at the High County Guest
Ronch outside of Hill City. Doors open at 5 p.m., with din-
ner at 5:30 p.m., musical acts at 6 p.m and 1) Kent hit-
ting the stage at 7 p.m. Kent was the winner of the
Coveted Natfive American Music Awards “Flutist of the
Year" in 2009 and is a three-time nominee for “Arist of
the Year.” He is also the recipient of the "Male Vocalist of
the Year" in 1988 from the Wyoming Rocky Mountain
Country Music Foundation. [Submitted Phaoto

AARP at the

Custer County Library
Custer County Library
Custer, S0

11 AM ko 2 BM

Shate Night
Custar ¥hOCA
Custer, 5D
5:30-8:30 PM

Celebrate Recovery
Crossroads Church
Custer, S0

Meal at & PM
Lezson at 6:30 PM

Coffee with the Mayor
Hill City Cafe

Hill City, SD

10 A

SHE-Brews Women's
Conversational Coffee
The Little White Church
Hill City, SO

10 AM

Custer Community Action
Team Food Distribution
CAT Building, Corner of M.
&th and Lincoln etreets
Custer, 5D

2-5PM

Keystone Bingo
kKeystone Community
Center

kKeystone, 5D

Dinner at 5 PM, free will
donations

Bingo at & PM

Tony DuBlois,
Musical Savant [5E
The Hille Finest
Custer, 5D

5-8 PM

Craft Beer & Bingo
Minar Brewing Co.
Hill City, 5D

4 P

Adult Bible Study

The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

& PM

KISS Af Meating
Keystone Community
Center

keystone, 5D

& P

Community Food Pantry
Thae Little White Church
Hill City, 5D

2 AM - 11 AM

Seniers Functional Fitness
Hill City Centar

Hill City, SD

9 A

Seniors Share-a-Lunch: All
Soup Lunch with Trimmings
Hill City Center

Hill Ciey, SD

11:30 AM

605-673-2217

Custer Rotary Club
Custer Senior Center
Custer, 5D

Moon

Pringle Woluntear Fire
Departmeant Mesting
Pringle Community Center
Pringle, S

5 PM

Hill City Planning
and Zoning Meeting
City Hall

Hill City, SD

5:30 PM

Custer Gity Council
Custer City Hall
Custer, S0

5:30 PM

When Helping Hurts
Community Lutheran
Church

Hill City, SO

& P

Text HCWHH to 605-574-
1023 to register

Chick Chat and Crafts
The Little White Church
Hill City, 5D

B:30 PM

AA Meeting

Lighthouse Assambly of God
Hill City, SO

7 P

Seniors Beginning Line
Dancing

Hill City Canter

Hill City, 50

9 AM

Prairie Hills Transit Mesting
Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

8:30 AM

Hill City Seniors Flow &
Relax Yoga

Hill City Center

Hill Sity, SD

10:30 AM

Seniors Hand & Foot Card
Games

Hill City Center

Hill City, 5D

1-4:30 P

Seniors Knitting &
Crocheting Group
Hill City Center
Hill Sity, SD

1-3 P

Celebrate Recovery
The Little White Church
Hill City, 5D

5:45 PM

Hermosa Town Board
Hermosa Town Hall
Hermosa, SD

5 PM

Advertise Your
Business Here!

Call 605-673-2217

Southern Hills Law
40 M. 5th Suite B
605-673-2503
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