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ALL ABOARD WITH SANTA — The 1880 Train is once
again conducting its Holiday Express, and guests can
xperience the magic as you take a one-hour, round frip
journey from Hill City to the Morth Pole where Santa will
board the train and ride back to Hill City, taking fime to
visit with each child on the way. Passengers enjoy hot
cocoq, d sugar cookie and a special story on the way to
the Morth Pole. All kids will receive a bell fo ring for Santa
and be able to talk with Mrs. Claus and Santa. The rides
run through next Thursday. [Submitted Phota]

Merry Christmas to all

our advertisers!

PERFECTION
15 EFFORTLES

Butcher‘s Deluxe Package

4 Butehir's Cun Top Birkeing |5 o =

4 ArChiled Bondess Crhico 'I v 4o
5 g

8 FREE Purecirnnd™ Fisl Mgnon Bomers 6 oz
5 999

Limited Time: Get 8 FREE Burgers

TAZE2LG)  separalely F221.04
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE

Order Nowil » ﬂl!!dﬂabtﬂﬂhh comfDeluxe3440 1 B## 974.1516

Subscribe to

Fram Yyouw Fiends at Che Faumers @cmg/at@v

the
Chronicle or

Prevailer!

Call

673-2217

'3 custercountychronicle.com
hillcityprevailernews.com
myblackhleilscoumry com

Our weekly
publications
come out every
Wednesday.
We work hard to
bring you the very

best local papers!

Thank You to our
advertisers and
our readers!
Thanks for your
support!

The Chronicle,
Prevailer &
Western Trader
Staff
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35% SAVINGS

IKCLLILING SHIPRING

ﬂ“;‘.‘@}h .

Hale Hoﬁeybells

The once a year citrus sensation!

Buy 12 get 12 more FREE!

Call 1-833-991-1839
to Order Item 2692X
or Visit HaleGroves.com/ H4YT44

ﬁrllySH55|u5"-:ll|| e & prisasedrog. Salis st [praTTe ¥ b 1

35% SAVINGS'

INCLUDING SHIPPING!

“Plus ST nling e ik o e 28 i atste Limited time aller, g

while l.rp'p}.csL':r-' Motvahd I-1l:h'rn oter ofer. Limit 5 bosxes per custorser.

GROVES
IC: H4TT44

Subscribe to the Chronicle or Prevailer! Call 605-673-2217
20% of your subscription fee goes to local non-profit/charities

To ensure publication,
ads must be received by 5 p.m. Friday

605-673-2217

REAL ESTATE & AUCTIONS |

605-673-2629

EXPERIENCE MATTERS

the

| . r W q -

Pel ot the Week
" This is Scarlet! Scarlet
is a Pyrenees,
Shepherd mix. She is a
. very sweet girl, but she
w doesn't like to walk
with a leash. She just
needs a little patience
and she will turn out to
be a good dog. She
loves attention and
loves to play. A big
yard would be nice so
she will have room to
run.

&Il *Pat of the Waek listings are available for adoption at tha
Batile Mountain Humang Society,
21254 Wind Cave Rd., Hot Springs, S0
GO5-745-5AVE (7283)

BROUGHT TO ¥OU BY

SOUTHERN
HILLS
ANIMAL
CLINIC

Mon-5at: 8:30am - 5:00pm
Sun: Cloged

12478 US Hwy 16A, Custer, SD 57730  (605) 673-4996

Serving the Black Hills Area
(B for 100 years £
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THANKS FOR SAYING YOU SAW IT IN THE WESTERN TRADER

605-673-2217

“‘We are still and always have
heen your |:rh|ratelyI owned 4

insurance agents.

- Amy Bailey of Starr Insurance

For personalized service,
please call Starr Insurance.

P.0. Box 726, Custer SD 97730 ¢ 605-673-3799

GYM:

CUSTER FITNESS CEN-
TER: Work out anytime—
open 24 hours/7 daKs
per week. Inquire at the
Custer County Chronicle
522 Mount Rushmore
oad, Custer), 605-673-
2217.

HANDYMAN:

cable TV, competitive rates.
605-591-9397 14 3tf

OFFICE SPACE AVAIL-

“IAZBSIZ)E - Call 605-673-
STORAGE UNITS TO RENT

AFFORDABLE STORAGE:
9x9 and 10x21 wunits.
Cement floors and solid
walls. RV Parking Available
$25 per month. 605-673-
4646. 541 35tfc

HANDYMAN: Call Jeff for
any job. Plus mowm? and
trimming. Serving Hill City,
Custer and surrounding area.
712-490-4998 526 47

HELP WANTED:

THE YMCA IS HIRING A
DIRECTOR OF CHILD
DEVELOPMENT to oversee
preschool and school age
childcare. This is a FT position
with benefits including health
and dental insurance, short
term disability, PTO and
Retirement. Must have a 4-
\éar degree in Elementa

d, Early Childhood or a CD.

with experience. Position is
open until filled. Resumes
may be forwarded to Rex
Jorgensen at the YMCA of
Custer. 558 520

HELP WANTED: Jorgensen
Log Homes is now hiring lead
carpenters. For more info call
605-673-2720 464 16tf

LINE COOK WANTED full
or part time hours available.
Resume & references to

Custer Beacon 606-673-

3800 506 16t

* HELP WANTED **
IMMEDIATELY

HILL CITY
Now accepting employ-
ment applications for
DESK CLERKS for perma-
nent or seasonal, full or
part time positions. We
offer room for advance-
ment, top pay, summer
bonuses, winter bonuses
and other benefits.
Hill City Super 8 Motel.
Apply at location or call
Vlc at 605-209-3963.

984 35t

FULL-TIME & PART-TIME
PHYSICAL THERAPISTS
NEEDED State Home Care
Services, Inc. is hiring full-
time and part-time Physical
Therapists to provide Home
Health PT in Custer and the
surrounding area. Starting
wage is $45/hr depending
on experience. No night
shifts, or on-call weekends.
Come Work in a Positive
Environment at State Home
Care Services. Please Call
Alicia Beedle for more
details at 605-673-4454 s

48tf

PART-TIME HOMEMAK-
ERS NEEDED State Home
Care Services, Inc. is hiring
part-time homemakers to
provide light house ke ing
and respite in Custer. Hours
are flexible, and wages are
$23-$25/hr. No night shifts,
or on-call weekends. Come
Work in a Positive
Environment at State Home
Care! Please Call Alicia
Beedle for more details at
605-673-4454. 503 4sff

PART-TIME REGISTERED
NURSES NEEDED State
Home Care Services, Inc. is
hirin% part-time RNs. for our
Hot Springs office and Rapid
City office locations. Hours
are flexible depending on your
availability, and wages start at
$37/hr. No night shifts. Come
Work in a Positive
Environment at State Home
Care Services Please Call
Alicia Beedle for more details
at 605-673-4454. 505 dgtf

MISCELLANEQUS:

DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 350
plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call
now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the
details! 1-888-816-0249
www.dental50plus.com/custer
#6258

DIRECTV - Watch vyour
favorite live sports, news and
entertainment anywhere.
More top premium channels
than DISH. Restrictions apply.
Call IVS - 1-877-378-4581

DISH Network. $64.99 for
190 Channels! Blazing Fast
Internet, $19.99/mo. (where
available.) Switch & Get a
FREE $100 Visa Gift Card.
FREE Voice Remote. FREE
HD DVR. FREE Streaming on
ALL Devices. Call today! 1-
855-886-6591 489 23¢

FOR SALE:

FOR SALE: DODGE PICK-
UP BOX TRAILER. Good
condition, steel floor, lights.
Best Offer. Call 605-673-
3611. Please leave a mes-

sage. 556 tf
FOR RENT:

FOR LEASE: OLD WORLD
PLAZA, HILL CITY, has a
1,350 sq ft professional
space with four individual
rooms. Also a 380 sq ft
og&e space. Call 605-574-

502 45t
ATTRACTIVE, MODERN one

and two bedroom apartments,
central Custer. Laundry,

SUNSHINE STORAGE:
Annual or monthly rentals,
4 convenient locafions. Call
Teresa at 673-1025. 36 5tfc
STORAGE UNITS 10x20 -
$65, 8x10 - $30 per month.
Little Italy Road, Ness’s
Storage. 673-2949.

17 4tfc

BUCKHORN STORAGE:
5x10, 10x10, 10x20. 673-
5050. 122

I
Ml South Dakota T

. z |
motatewidegy
Il Classifieds HE

EMPLOYMENT:

CITY OF CHAMBERLAIN
Water/Wastewater Position:
Full-time Water/Wastewater
position opened until filled.
Job responsibilities include
treatment, distribution, and
pipeline construction.
Position has a full benefit
packa% along with SD
State Retirement. Wage is
DOE. For more information
contact the Finance Officer
at (605)234-4401. EOE

LAND:

FARMLAND rents are
strong. Do you need repre-
sentation or a Farmland
Manager? Contact Tim
Peters at 605.270.9410 or
tpeters@pifers.com. Pifer’s
Land Management,
www.pifers.com

NOTICES:

ADVERTISE IN NEWSPA-
PERS statewide for onl
$150.00. Put the Sout
Dakota Statewide
Classifieds Network to work
for you today! (25 words for
$150. Each additional word
$5.) Call this newspaper or
800-658-3697 for details.

TRAVEL:
SEE MLB GAMES AT
Fenway Park, Yankee

Stadium, etc. Quahty game
tickets, hotels and~ motor-
coach. Callltext for free
brochure: 507.217.1326
(leave name/address) bobs-
baseballtours.com

D

Call us about
placing an ad
in the
Chronicle,
Prevailer (now
in color) or the
Western
Trader!
or if you’d like
to place an ad
for Down
Country Roads
Magazine or
the Black Hills
Adventure
Guide

Call
Kate at
605-440-

1248

(EP S

DEADLINE:

Friday at 5 p.m.
PRICE:

$7.00 for 15 words,
10¢Avord over that
PAYMENT:

Thanks for saying you saw

it in the Western Trader!

522 Mt. Rushmore Rd.

BRINGING BUYERS & SELLERS TOGETHER

When you subscribe to the hard-copy edition or
the on-line E-edition of the Custer County Chronicle
ne spuper you support Iur.ul |numullsm

Suhscrlhe mdmr _ Eﬂﬂﬁor*gjm}l us at
cusTerchrcnIcIe@g. ne nuima?ful %rlbe
throgh o6 Wébsliéﬁﬁ
https: Huwm cystermunt-,rchmnicle mﬁ'ﬂ
or by smpplng by our office at
522 Mt. Rushmore Rd., Custer,
Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

ERROR RESPONSIBILITY:

Customers are asked to check thelr ad
immediately after publication and

report at once any error found.

Claims for adjustment should be made

at that time. The newspaper Is responsible
for an incorrect ad only the first time it runs,
so check your ad carefully.

PP YOU RAOW?

All classified ads placed
in the Western Trader
are also placed

on the internet!

Our weekly

Thank You to
all our
advertisers
and readers
for this
weeks’
Trader!
Merry
Christmas!!!

publications
come out every
Wednesday.
We work hard to
bring you the best
local papers we

can. Thanks for

your support!

Chronicle,
Prevailer &
Western Trader
Staff

SEE TOBACCO TO
EXTINCTION.
ILGun-u':l.'ilu'__-., chewi , il ; ‘s |‘|:1II|'__I.I:':I|'||.IS sruff.

Make these cancer-causing monsters a thing of the past.

History

Paid far by the Soath Dakore Deparcmens of Healch.

Make your Glassified Ad

Stand Out from the Rest!
Add a photo to your
classified ad for only $10

You must provide the photo « Prepayment required
To ensure publication, your ad and photo
must be received by Fridays at 5 p.m.

CUSTER COUNTY

Chronicle

Bringing vou the news for 127 vears

605-673-2217

522 Mt Rushmore Rd » Custer, SD

Mame

Classified Ad Form - Deadline - 5 p.m. Friday

Date

Address

Phone

Insertion Dateas:

Classifiad Ad Catagaory List
Circle One

Announcements Haorzes, Livestack
Antiques Lawn and Garden
Appliances Lost and Found
Arls and Crafts klisc. for Sale
Aulas for Sale Rdohile Homes
Auto Parts, Repair Maoloroycles
Boats Persanal
Businass Opportunity Pets and Supplies
Child Cara Phatography
Carmputers Raal Estale
Farm and Ranch Rec. Vehicles
Firewaod Rentals
Flaa Markats Sernvices
Furmiture Sparting Goods
Garage Salas - Wanted
Help Wanted Cither

DIBEECTIONS: Write your ad below, one word per line. Remember, make suce your ad includes a phone number. Garage Sale

wals need b include date, time, location and dircetions (il your location is difficult (o Gnd).

1 2 3 5 [ T
8 g 10 12 13 14
15 S7.00 16 £7.10 17 &7.20 18 §7.30 19 §7.40 20 §7.50 21 57.60
22 57.70 23 §7.80 24 G780 26 §.00 26 5510 27 F8.20 28 He.30
28 52840 30 58.50 31 38.60 32 $8.70 33 58.80 24 38.80 35 58.00
36 59.10 37 59.20 38 %8.30 39 $9.40 40 59.50 41 29.60 42 970
43 59,80 44 5390 45 $10.00 46 51010 47 510.20 48 $10.30 45 510.40
Fuwn my ac Weeks x § =% BOId Type
Credit Card/Billing Chargs + $1 DD Extra
Tedal
Paid  § Cash Chack &
Cradit CardExp. Data Mo

RV 20TF
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ELECTRICAL SERVICE

Freeman’s Electric
Service Inc.

Serving the Custer Area
FREE Estimates

24 Hour Answering Service
Your Call — Our Command

Custer — 673-3701
FINANCIAL

Jim Meyer, AAMS®
Financial Planner

CONSTRUCTION

Talley Gonstruction

Dirt Work  Septic Tanks
Waterlines « Road Grading
Dump Truck Service

FREE Estimates + 574-2155
Reasonable Rates

_, Custer, 3D

WEALTH MAMAGEMENT
associated veith Raymord James
Financial Servoes Inc.
Mernber F INI!F«. :.II-‘L
- e e

WWW, fl'LLdDITIhIlthITI COIm

B05-673-2367

CONSTRUCTION STUMP GRINDING
Russ Ness's Stump
Johnson Grinding
conStrUCtion Trees ‘?Igiﬁli??vgushes
605-574-2881 | ., 5732049 - 6735683

* Residential Construction
* Construction Management
+ Site Development

Paul - 605-440-1201

ALPHA BUILDERS Haylee - 605-228-0943

—— LLC — alphabuilders.net
Craig Hindle Rent this
Construction space!

Licensed & Insured
Mew Construction » Garages/Shops
Remodeling * Custom Homes
craighindleconst@goldenwest.net
605-673-4222 » Gell: 605-673-1526

Only $8 50 a week

(minimum three month commitment)

673-2217

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

Buy or Sell
with me!

Brakar/Dumer 605 8685584

www.sellingblackhills.com
&

523 Mt Rushmore Rd.
Custer, SD 57730

Lori Sveboda
‘Owner/Broker/Notary www.BHrealtor.com

605.517.0785

WINDOWS GLASS
Rapid City
Window & Glass

Stara Fronts/ Ennances = Extenior Parip Oogrs
Gl Replocernen ® Resideniio! H-"lnr.'..u':.
Aotomofic Dsors ® Cammerciol Windows

Mimors & Shaweer Doars  ShyeLites Sumoanms

605-343-4999 :
936 E. 5t. Patrick + Rapid City, SO -T2 18

EXCAVATING+*BASEMENTS+DIRT*GRAVEL+SEPTIC
Expect Honest Work and Fair Prices

- WNielSen Enterprises, LLC

|
A4l ﬂ Excavatlng Basements * Dirt Work
1 o « Gravel « Septic Systems

Mark Nielsen « 24890 Sylvan Lake Rd, Custer

HEATING & AC * CONSTRUCTION

Custer Heating & A/G

Custer, 5D 5??3

6056118529571

www.custerheatlng.com

Serving the
Southern Black Hills

——

Sylvan Lake Road
Custer, 5D

Kitchens
by Karla

Custer, SD 57730

4 605.580.0183

» Fram custom design to installation
* Local licensed and insured contraclors

= By appointment 5
feiaa www.kitchensbykarla.com
karlahaagenson@gmail.com « www.bertch.com
Karla Haagenson » Owner

Custom
Designed
for your
Home

(TS
BahlBrayn

VAG

.

| 39 N. 4th Street FREEDOM HILLS '

, In y
| Realty

605-574-4444

&, www.landlotshomes.com

2 Business and Professional Directory

YOUR GUIDE TO SOUTHERN HiLLS BUSINESSES

EYE DOCTOR

= = [ ]
o Premier|®
—FAMILY EYECARE—
322 Mt. Rushmore Rd. - Custer
Walk-ins & New Patients Welcome

673-2716

www.visionsource-custer.com |4 g™

Vision Sourcel
WATER WELL DRILLING

ALEXANDER DRILLING INC. | &S

605-574-2331

info@alexanderdrillinginc.com
= Water Well Drilling
# Pumping Systems and Service
« Well Hydrofracturing
RESIDENTIAL » COMMERCIAL = INDUSTRIAL

www.alexanderdrillinginc.com
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE HELP

W.E.A.V.E.

Wonen Escariig A VICLENT EMWAONMENT

P.0. Box 7208 Custer County
Custer, 50 57730 Sheriff

G673-8176
24-Hour Crizsis Line a

673-HELP (4357)
Toll Free: 1-800-424-3574

K
B%'e'.f-'-s

26248 IF_’t!ImF Hs'!rn Road
Eﬂ}ﬂ]ﬁE
Eﬂﬁ-ﬁldllll:-ﬁ 0 [i[lﬁ-ﬂﬁa 5170
Rent this
space!
Only $850 a week

(minimum three month commitment)
673-2217
BLASTING & CONTRACTOR
A-1 Drilling & Blasting

Development Blasting Residential
Ditch Lines Quarries

“Serving The Entire Black Hills Area”
Fully Insured
Shawn Stiles
605-578-1991

im
Peterson

605-673-4701 » Cell: 673-1519]

Rent this
space!

Only $8 50 a week

(minimum three month commitment)

673-2217

HOME BUILDER

! {RubyCreek Builders

Heme Builder « Remodeds + Expert Carpentry

RUBYCREEKBUILDERS.COM

(605) 440-1470

FLOORING
\_ Carpet « Vinyl
& Laminate
;,; Ceramic » Wood
N’ Shanklms

{12702 Miller Court Rd
{Oﬂ: America Center Rd)

Custer = 605-73-2099
GRAVEL

uthern » Grading Rent thls
H # = Dirtwaork
: l!S % ~# Seplic Installs S pace '
ROCK & GRAVEL = Retaining Walls

Commercial * Residential
Delivery Available
Lonny Schramm — 605-745-5006

Only $8 50 a week

(minimum three month commitment)

Argyle, 5D Cell 545-1160 673-2217
ere to Rock the Bouthern fills! N
VETERINARIAN ) |
Fall River Rent this
Veterinary Clinic space!
HOT SPRINGS

Only $8 50 a week

(minimum three month commitment)

Mon.—Sat. Bam—5pm
Wed. Bam-Bpm - 605-745-3786

Emergency * 605-745-3786 673-2217
Dustin Browen, DWK = Kayla Brown, DV
; Rent this
space!
N ony $8.50 a week
s FREE ESTIMATES 673-2217

CALL DAVE BOS-675-5235 « CUSTER

Appliances * Furnaces
Water Heaters & Service
Handyman Services

John Evans, Ir
Cell: 605-673-1600
Home: 605-673-3048
PRINT/COMPUTER
print&vectardpt.com

\ﬁ%ct@r

DESIGN | PRINT | TECH
Your LOGAL Design & Print Shop!
COMPUTER UPGRADES & REPAIR

673-2217

TAX PREPARER HEATING & COOLING

e e e e e o ]
e e o ot @

Rent this
space!
Only
$17.00
a week

(minimum three month
commitment)

Witt's Heating &

Air Conditioning, Inc.
104 South 9th +Custer

673-3212

Heating and Cooling
Service and Installation
Heat Pumps
Gas and Oil Furnaces

LENNY MERRIAM

CPA, CFE, PLLC

TAX PREPARATION
Individual # Business + Exbale + Trusf ¢ Man

ACCOUNTING AND BOOKKEEPING
* Mon-Profit
& Forenes Accourtng
= Fopreld Services
= Sales Tox Services
= Bvokkeeping Services

-Prefil

Céficz (605) 673-2125
lennymesriomcpm@igmoail. com

Seasimal Custer professivnal whe privrilies fer-rounl

cespiisiveness & servaoes for Uhe Black Hills regivn

SN and Boilers

FINANCIALADVISOR
Edwardjones Member SIPC Rent this {
Mark A. Koch space| .

27 North 6th Street
Custer, 5D 57730
605-673-2644

STONE & LANDSCAPING

Landscaping
* Black Dirt
= Boulders
* Crushed Stone - 5 Calors
= Stonedust for Walkways
» Stepping Stone
= Retaining Walls
= Patio Stone
Building Stone
* Fireplace
« Dutside Vanear
Masonry Supplies
* Cement » Martar Golor » Other Supplies
Gravel Haullng
Sand far Power Line Construction
www.dakotastone. net
Visit our website for more pictures!

605-974-2760

Delivery

Available!

DAKOTA STONE COMPANY

Financial Advisor

Only $8 50 a week

(minimum three month commitment)

673-2217
FABRICS & SUPPLIES

RENT THIS
SPACE!

only $34 a week

(minimum three month commitment)

673-2217

edwardjones.com

Business & Professional Ads are a great way for your business to not only get noticed, but to stay in
people’s minds when they need to utilize a local business service. “Out of sight out of mind.” Let’s

face it, if you aren’t reading the Custer County Chronicle or the Hill City Prevailer at lunch on
Wednesdays or Thursdays, you are not really going to know what’s going on. People depend on us for
all local news. Advertising is also a great way to reach potential new customers/clients and to boost your

business. Come in or call 605-673-2217 and we can help. We will even build you an ad at no extra charge!
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THANKS FOR SAYING YOU SAW IT IN THE WESTERN TRADER

605-673-2217

HEY RETAIL BUSINESS OWNERS!!! THIS IS AN INCREDIBLE OPPO

Checlk out our

works of art!

26 S. 6th Street,
Custer
12.505.4592

GIFTS AWAITSY
Open All Year!

SHOP THE BLACK HILLS!

SHOP BLACK HILLS
discounted rates will he
around for few more weeks

and then back to regular
prices!

2 column X 4 inch

color ad

for S32

(for retail businesses only)

S$S100
(normal price)

Thanks for saying you saw

it in the Western Trader!

2 column X 4 inch

color ad

for $32

(for retail businesses only)

S100
(normal price)

SHOP THE BLACK HILLS!

Legislator plans to pursue South Dakota flag redesign

By John Hult
South Dakota Searchlight

Gov. Kristi Noem wants
the state Supreme Court to
make the call on nine con
Mict-of-mmterest  questions
before she fills two vacant
West River legislative seats.

That was among the
major takeaways from court
documents filed on her
behalt by general counsel
Katie Hrska recently, the
deadline for briefs i a
request for an advisory
opinion that could clarify if,
when and how lawmakers
can benefit from state con
Iracts.

Among the questions:
Can a citizen be a lawmaker
and also an employee of a
state, county, city or school
district? Can a lawmaker be
a foster parent and get state
reimbursement  for  the
costs? Can  a  business
owned by a lawmaker col-
lect Medicaid payments?

Attorney General Marty
Jackley also submitted a
brief on Friday in the advi-
sory opimon case, sought
by Noem, Jackley and state
lawmakers. The Legislature
submitted its briefs earlier
in the week.

COVID funds
spark inguiry

The 1ssue bubbled over
earlier this yvear when Noem
called out now-resigned
Sen. Jessica Castleberry, R
Rapid City, lor her receipt
of more than 3500000 in
COVID-related financial
assistance  for her pre-
school. Castleberry has
since entered info an agree
ment with the state to repay
the money.

Noem used a 2020 advi-
sory opinion from the state
Supreme Court on lawmak-
ers’ eligibility for program
fonds to cry foul over the
Caslleberry  situation. The
ncident spurred a host of
gquestions on what consti-
tutes conflicts of interest in
a state whose small popula
tion often sees i1s part-time
legislators or their family
members working on gov-
ernment funded projects or,
In some cases, serving as
elected officials or employ-
ees in counties that receive
state assistance.

Conflict of mterest ques-
tions have bubbled since
Castleberry’s resignation,

and “inguiries hit a fervor
of wuncertainty,” Noem's
brief says, which is why she
requested an advisory opin-
ion from the state’s high
court.

Noem has yet to fill the
seats  relinquished by
Castleberry  and  another
West River lawmaker, Sen.
Jess Olson, R-Rapad City,
who resigned for medical
reasons earlier this fall. The

brief says that’s becanse of

a “lack of clear guidance”
on what constifutes a con
flict of interest — guidance
that will be instructive in
her choices Tor replacement
lawmakers.

The questions are not
hypothetical, the brief says.

“Lach of the nine ques
tons posed in the Request
mvolves an inqguiry either
made by Legislators or state
employees Loy the
Governor's  Office,” it
reads

The Noem brief did not
take a position on the ques-
tions, bul rather encouraged
the justices to address each
to clarify the meaning of the
state constitution’s conflict
clause.

Lawmakers:
Appropriations
votes alone don’t
create conflicts

Lawmakers weighed in
on the issue earhier this
week through a brief filed
by Ron Parsons, a [ormer
1.5 allormey [rom  Siounx
Falls.

Parsons argued in his
brief that merely voting on
approprialions  oughl not
disbar lawmakers from
eventually collecting state
dollars as privale cilizens
might.

There’s  considerable
legal distance between the
specific conflict of interest
verbiage m the stale consli-
tution and general appropri
ations votes taken by law-
makers, Parsons asserts.

The constitution says
that lawmakers cannol “be
mterested, directly or mdi-
rectly, in any contract with
the state or any counly
thereof, authorized by any
law passed during the term
for which he shall have
been elected.”

The general appropria-
tions bill, Parsons argued, is
not a law that anthorizes

CONSIDERING HER OPTIONS — Gov. Kristi Noem speaks Sept. 8 during a rally at The Monument in Rapid City fea-
turing former President Donald Trump. (Seth Tupper/South Dakota Searchlight]. [Submitted Phote/SETH TUPPER -
SOUTH DAKOTA SEARCHLIGHT]

contracts. Instead, it sets
aside funds that may be
awarded i contracts at a
later date.

“The Contracls Clause
clearly does not flatly pro
hibat a legislator from being
interested in any contract
with the state,”  wrole
Parsons.

That clause would clear-
ly apply in special appropri-
ations votes, the legisla
ture’s brief says, which tar
get money o specific pro-
grams for specific purposes.

Parsoms encouraged the
court to engage in a “textual
analysis” of the constitm
tional languapge to draw
clear lines around what
does and does nol constilute
a vote m violathon of the
contracts clanse,

Jackley: broad
prohibitions for
lawmakers unrealistic

Like Parsons, Attorney
General Jackley’s bref
homed in on the practical
implications of a strict
interpretation of the con-
tracts clanse, thoungh it

doesn’t always reach the
same conclusions.

Much of the brief serves
as an attempt to help the
courl answer Noem's ques-
tions.

Solicitor General Paul
Swedlund, who wrote the
briel, argued that the mean-
g of the word “mterest” in
“conflict of interest” could
be interpreted quite broadly.

“A legislator certainly
benefits from an appropria
tion to fund a contract to
reconstruct a ['L'I'Eldi’r'ﬂ}' near
her home by providing her
with an improved road on
which she can drive, which
arguably constitutes an
‘interest’ in the project in a
literal sense,” wrole
Swedlund.

The court has already
determined that a company
owned by a lawmaker can
not ik a direct contract
with the state, in a case ref-
erenced by all three briefs
submitted this week.

The standards for what
constitutes indirect benefits
to a lawmaker are less clear,

but Swedlund’s brief points
out that court decisions mn
other conflict cases have

turned on  benefits  far
removed  from business
ownership.

One state Supreme Court
case from 2005 saw a local
cily council’s decision Lo
deny a liguor heense over-
tumed because a council-
woman worked as a server
and collected tips in a com
peting restaurant with its
own hguor heense. Another
from 2001 saw the court
strike a  lawmaker and
Sounth Dakota State
University employee’s con
tract because her pay was
an “indirect” benefit of the
appropriations on which she
voled. That case came down
3-2.

As to the issue of
whether an appropriations
vole alone can create a con-
flict, Swedlund's brief says
that South Dakota wounld
likely say “yes.”

Courts in states with
similar constitutional claus-
es, including Texas and

Oklahoma, have interpreted
the verbaage to mean that
“an appropriation serves to
‘authorize” a  coniract,”
Swedlund wrole.

The brief suggests a test
to determine conflict: If the
state could have entered
o a contract without an
appropriations vole by a
hypothetically offending
lawmaker, such as in con-
tracts paid for with federal
dollars, no conflict exists.

If the state can't award
funds without a vote from
lawmakers, he wrole,
there’s a conflict.

The timeline for the
release of an advisory opin
ion is unclear. Unified
Judicial System spokesper-
son Alisa Bousa said Friday
there was no information to
share on when a mling may
be expected.

See  more  stories  at
southdakotasearchlight com
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Men's Breakfast

Bible Study

The Little White Church
Hill City, SO

7:30 AM

Driver's License Exams
Custer County Courthouse
Annex Ping Room

Custer, 50

8 AM to & PM

Seniors Functional Fitness
Hill City Center

Hill City, 5D

9 AM

Hill City Seniors Board
Meeting

Hill City Center

Hill City, S0

10 AM

Seniors Bridge Card Games
Hill City Center

Hill City, SO

10 AR - 3 FM

Wiggles & Giggles Toddlers
and Parents Fun Time
Custer YMOA

Custer, 50

10:30 -11:30 AM

Custer County Library
Board Meeating

Custer County Library
Custer, 5D

1M

Crafternoon

Custer County Library
Custer, SD

3 PM

BOLT Christmas Carclers
Hill City Center

Hill City, SO

315 PM

BOLT

The Little White Church
Hill City, S0

3:20 PM

The Landing

The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

4:30 PM

Record Club

Custer County Library
Custer, SD

S P

Lane of Lights
Museum Drive
Hill City, SD
Dusk - 10 PM

Hill City Coammean Council
Meeting

ity Hall

Hill City, S0

5:30 PM

Middle Seheal & High
School Youth Group
The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

5:40 PM

Hill City Park Board
Meeting

Hill City Centar

Hill City, SD

5 P

Keystona Town Board
Meaeting

Keystone Community
Center

Keystone, S0

& P

Prayar

The Little White Church
Hill City, SO

515 PM

Croszssroads Church

Xtrame Youth Group
Crossroads Church

Custer, 5D

5:30 P

Fairburn Town Board
Fairburn Civic Center
Fairburn, SO

7 P

Thursday 12-21

Seniors Stretch & Flex
Hill City Center

Hill City, S0

9 AM

Seniors Foot Clinic
Hill City Center
Hill City, SO

9 AM - 12:30 PM

Hill City Seniors Board
Meeting

Hill City Canter

Hill City, SO

10 AR

Seniors Hand &
Foot Card Games
Hill City Canter
Hill City, 8D
12:30 PM

Hermosa/Fairburn
Food Pantry

230 Main 5t.
Hermosa, S0
3-5PM

Imagination Club

Hill City Public Library Kids'
Annex

Hill City, S0

315 PM

UGLY SWEATER TIME — Break out those ugly sweaters,

THANKS FOR SAYING YOU SAW IT IN THE WESTERN TRADER

as Sprockets Fun Foundry in Keystone will host an ugly
sweater contest this Soturday, The event will take place
from 11 am. to 7 p.m. [Submitted Photal

Lane of Lights
Museum Drive
Hill City, S0
Dusk - 10 PM

Tony DuBleis,
Musical Savant LFE
The Hille Finest
Custer, S0

5-8 PM

Trivia Might
HippieReckStar Boutigue
“Wine & Beer Bar

Hill City, SD

& PM

Legion Meeting
Hill City Center
Hill City, 0

& PM

Civil Air Patrol

Custer Custer Airport
Custer, 5D

7P

Holiday Express
1880 Train

Hill City, 5D
Select times

Senlors Coffes Club

Hill City Centar Small Room
Hill Sy, SD

8 AM

Hill City Seniors Flow &
Relax Yoga

Hill City Centar

Hill Sy, SD

8 AM

Community Food Pantry
Thae Little White Church
Hill City, 5D

2 AM - 11 AM

Story Tima

Hill City Public Library
Kids' Annex

Hill City, 5D

30 AM

Holiday Creation Station
Custer County Library
Custer, 5D

10 Ak

Trees and Trains Exhibit
South Dakota State Railroad
Museum

Hill City, SD

11 AM - 4:30 PM

Lane of Lights
Museum Drive
Hill City, 5D
Duslk - 10 P

Celabrate Recovery
Crossroads Church
Custer, S0

[R=

JJ Kent STF
Gold Pan Saloan
Custer, 5D

5-9 PM

Saturday 12-23

Holiday Express
1880 Train
Hill City, SD

Select times

Coffee with the Mayor
Hill City Cafe

Hill City, 5D

10 AM

Wiggles & Giggles Toddlers
and Parents Fun Time
Custar YMOCA

Custer, S0

10:20 1130 AM

Traes and Trains Exhibit
South Dekota State Railroad
Museum

Hill City, S0

11 AM - 4,30 PM

Ugly Christmas
Swaater Party
Sprockets Fun Foundry
Keystone, 5D

11 AM -7 P

Lane of Lights
Museum Drive
Hill City, SD
Duek - 10 PM

Tony DuBlois,
Musleal Savant £0E
The Hille Finest
Custer, 50

5-8 PM

Christmas Eve

Holiday Express
1880 Train

Hill City, 50
Select times

Trees and Trains Exhibit
South Dakota State Railroad
Museum

Hill City, 50D

10 AM - 3 PM

Lane of Lights
Musaum Drive
Hill City, 50
Dusk - 10 P

KISS AA Mesting
Keystone Community
Centar

Keystone, S0

& P

Monday 12-25
Christmas Day

Lane of Lights
Museum Drive
Hill City, 5D
Dusk - 10 PR

Seniors Beginning Line
Dancing

Hill City Center

Hill Sity, SD

8 AM

Hill City Seniars Flow &
Relax Yoga

Hill City Center

Hill City, S0

A0:30 AM

Seniors Hand & Foot Card
Games

Hill City Center

Hill Sity, S0

1-d:30 PM

Seniors Knitting &
Crocheting Group
Hill City Center
Hill City, 5D

1-3 PR

Lane of Lights
Musgaum Drive
Hill City, SO
Dusk - 10 P

Celebrate Recovery
The Little White Church
Hill City, 5D

5:45 PM

LIVE MUSIC - LOCAL EVENTS

Wednesday 12-27

Winter Express
1880 Train
Hill City, S0

Select times

Men's Breakfast

Bible Study

The Little White Church
Hill City, S0

30 AM

Custer County Commission
Custer County Courthouse
Custer, 50

& A

Seniors Functional Fitness
Hill City Center

Hill City, S0

9 AM

Seniors Bridge Card Games
Hill City Center

Hill City, SO

10 AR - 3 FM

Wiggles & Giggles Toddlers
and Parents Fun Time
Custer YMOCA

Custer, 50

10:30 -11:30 AM

Trees and Trains Exhibit
South Dakota State Railroad
Museum

Hill Sity, SO

11 Ak - 4:30 PR

Crafternoon

Custer County Library
Custer, SD

3 PM

Lane of Lights
Museum Drive
Hill City, SD
Dusk - 10 PR

Hill City Camman Cauneil
Meeting

City Hall

Hill City, SD

5:30 PM

Crossroads Church

Xtreame Youth Group
Crossroads Church

Custer, 5D

530 P

Thursday 12-28

Seniors Streteh & Flex
Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

9 AM

Seniors Hand &
Foot Card Games
Hill City Center
Hill City, S0
12:30 PM

Imagination Club

Hill City Public Library Kids'
Annex

Hill City, S0

315 PM

Lane of Lights
Museum Drive
Hill City, SO
Dusk - 10 PR

Tony DuBleis,
Musical Savant /FF
The Hills Finest
Custer, 3D

5-8 PM

Keystone Senior Center
Meaeting

Keystone Senior Center
Keyetone, SD

5 P

Trivia Might
HippieRockStar Boutique
Wine & Beer Bar

Hill City, SO

& P

JJ KENT — Local artist JJ Kent will perform this Friday,
Dec, 22 af The Gold Pan Saloon. Kent was the winner of
the Coveted Mative American Music Awards "Flutist of
the Year" in 2009 and is a three-time nominee for "Artist
of the Year” He is also the recipient of the *Male Vocalist
of the Year”™ in 1988 from the Wyarming Rocky Mountain
Country Music Foundation. [Submitted Photo

Civil Air Patrol

Custer County Airport
Custar, S0

7 PM

Seniors Coffea Club

Hill City Center Small Room
Hill City, SO

8 AM

Hill City Seniors Flow &
Relax Yoga

Hill City Centar

Hill City, SO

8 AM

Community Food Pantry
The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

8 AM - 11 AM

Story Time

Hill Sity Public Library Kids'
Annex

Hill Sity, SO

B30 AM

Lane of Lights
Museum Driva
Hill City, SD
Duslk - 10 PR

Celebrate Recovery
Crossroads Church
Custer, S0

& P

Saturday 12-30

Coffee with the Mayor
Hill City Cafa

Hill City, SO

10 A

Wiggles & Giggles Toddlers
and Parents Fun Time
Custer YMOA

Custer, S0

10:30 1130 AM

Mew Year's at Moon
Custer County Library
Custar, 5D

11 AM

Lane of Lights
Museum Drive
Hill City, 5D
Dusl - 10 PR

Mew Year's Eve

Lane of Lights
Muzeum Drive
Hill City, SD
Duek - 10 PM

it
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Tony DuBlois,
Mugical Savant S8F
The Hillz Finest
Custer, SO

5-8 PM

KISS AA Meeting
Keystone Community
Centar

Keystone, 50

& P

Monday 1-1

Mew Year's Day

Tuesday 1-2

Seniors Beginning Line
Dancing

Hill City Canter

Hill City, 50

=R

Hill City Seniors Flow &
Relax Yoga

Hill City Canter

Hill City, SO

10:30 Akd

Seniors Hand & Foot Card
Fames

Hill City Canter

Hill City, S0

1-4-30 PM

Seniors Knitting &
Crocheting Group
Hill City Canter
Hill City, SO

1-3 P

Custer Piscemakers

Quilt Guild

Custer Lutharan Fellowship
Custer, 5D

1:30 PM

Custer City Council
Custer City Hall
Custer, 8D

5:30 P

Celebrate Recovery
The Little White Church
Hill Sity, 5D

5:45 PM

Hill City Lions Club
Hill City Center

Hill City, 50D

& P

Hermosa Town Board
Harmosa Town Hall
Hermosa, SD

& P

Buffale Gap Town Board
Buffalo Gap Town Hall
Buffalo Gap, 8D

A
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