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A MILDER TIME — F-ar those whc:- don't want to stay up
until Midnight Mew Year's Eve, Custer County Library will
host a “Mew Years at Noon® party this Saturday, Dec. 30
at 11 a.m. Join friends for some good clean early fun
[Submitted Graphic

Speoial Limited
Timse OFfer!

» 35% SAVINGS

Hoﬁeybells:

The once a year citrus sensation!

Buy 12 get 12more FREE!

Call 1-833-991-1839
to Order Item 2692X
or Visit Hale{}rnves.comf' H4YT44

Onily $32.99 nlise:l

i

35% SAVI NGS!
INCLUDING SHIPPING!
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CUSTER FITIIESS CEXTER
CLIENIT TESTINIOIIALS

Make your resolution to get a membership and be fit in 2024!

Ambjoig D. Katla J.

Ema H.

“I'm upwardly mobile, “I'm exteremly fit. “I'm getting ready to
I just bought a home Don't believe me? retire and I need be in
in Custer County How would you like to shape for at least two
and plan to grab a wife taste the cold steel or three more summer
on my next raid. I of my blade? " raids to the West Lands.
need to be fit enough I don’t trust Social Security
to carry a lot of plunder or my investments
to afford property taxes alone - especially in the
here. CFC's flexible hours current volatile market,
help me to crush personal you know?”
goals, not just skulls.”

CUSTER FITNESS CENTER OPEN 24/7
522 MT. RUSHMORE RD. CUSTER, 5D
605-673-2217

Place an ad in the Western Trader,
get coverage all over
the Southern Hills!
Call Kate
(605) 440-1248

[ EPDES

Subscribe to the Chronicle or Prevailer! Call 605-673-2217
20% of your subscription fee goes to local non-profit/charities

To ensure publication,
ads must be received by 5 p.m. Friday

605-673-2217
' the WeekR

Oh me, oh Maia! Maia
is a very sweet girl.

- She is a

| Husky/Shepherd mix.
| She is 5 years old and
was surrendered
because of her owner's
health problems. She
{ loves to ride in the car
and loves all the
attention you can give
her. Maia needs a
furever” home.

&Il *Pat of the Waek” listings are available for adoption at tha
Battle Mountain Humane Society.
21254 Wind Cave Rd., Hot Springs, S0
BO5-745-5AVE (7283

WESTERN \I&Il P

E TAT
TH AL ESTATE =T
523 Mt. Rushmore Rd.
Custer, SD 57730
www.BHrealtor.com

Lori vo;)da
Owner/Broker/Notary
605.517.0785

" REAL ESTATE & AUCTIONS f..:'
605-673-2729

Serving the Black Hills Area

. for 100 years @

EXPERIENCE MATTERS

| [
605-440-0466
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\ Collision & Glass

#
I

CUSTER FITNESS CEN-
TER: Work out anytime—
open 24 hours/7 daKs
per week. Inquire at the
Custer County Chronicle
522 Mount Rushmore
oad, Custer), 605-673-
2217.

HANDYMAN:

HANDYMAN: Call Jeff for
any job. Plus mowingf and
trimming. Serving Hill City,
Custer and surrounding area.
712-490-4998 526 47

HELP WANTED:

THANKS FOR SAYING YOU SAW IT IN THE WESTERN TRADER

DEADLINE:
Friday at 5 p.m.

Our Families Thank Yours for Your Patronage

These Past 21 Years!

FOR SALE: DODGE PICK-
UP BOX TRAILER. Good
condition, steel floor, lights.
Best Offer. Call 605-673-
3611. Please leave a mes-

FOR RENT: =

TRAILER COURT LOT for
rent, available 1 January
2024; $350 per month.
Contact Richard at 605 673-
2587. 559 2c

FOR LEASE: OLD WORLD
PLAZA, HILL CITY, has a
1,350 sq ft professional
space with four individual
rooms. Also a 380 sq ft
office space. Call 605-574-
4635. 502 45tf

THE YMCA IS HIRING A
DIRECTOR OF CHILD
DEVELOPMENT to oversee
preschool and school age
childcare. This is a FT position
with benefits including health
and dental insurance, short
term disability, PTO and
Retirement. Must have a 4-
ear degree in EIementarX
d, Early Childhood or a CD
with experience. Position is
open until filled. Resumes
may be forwarded to Rex
Jorgensen at the YMCA of
Custer. 558 520

HELP WANTED: Jorgensen
Log Homes is now hiring lead
carpenters. For more info call
605-673-2720 464 16tf

LINE COOK WANTED full
or part time hours available.
Resume & references to
Custer Beacon 606-673-
3800 506 16t

** HELP WANTED

IMMEDIATELY

HILL CITY

Now accepting employ-
ment applications for
DESK CLERKS for perma-
nent or seasonal, full or
part time positions. We
offer room for advance-
ment, top pay, summer
bonuses, winter bonuses
and other benefits.
Hill City Super 8 Motel.
Apply at location or call
Vic at 605-209-3963.

984 35t

FULL-TIME & PART-TIME
PHYSICAL THERAPISTS
NEEDED State Home Care
Services, Inc. is hiring full-
time and part-time Physical
Therapists to provide Home
Health PT in Custer and the
surrounding area. Starting
wage is $45/hr depending
on experience. No night
shifts, or on-call weekends.
Come Work in a Positive
Environment at State Home
Care Services. Please Call
Alicia Beedle for more
details at 605-673-4454 s

48tf

PART-TIME HOMEMAK-
ERS NEEDED State Home
Care Services, Inc. is hiring
part-time homemakers to
provide light house ke ing
and respite in Custer. Hours
are flexible, and wages are
$23-$25/hr. No night shifts,
or on-call weekends. Come
Work in a Positive
Environment at State Home
Care! Please Call Alicia
Beedle for more details at
605-673-4454. 503 4sff

PART-TIME REGISTERED
NURSES NEEDED State
Home Care Services, Inc. is
hirin% part-time RNs. for our
Hot Springs office and Rapid
City office locations. Hours
are flexible depending on your
availability, and wages start at
$37/hr. No night shifts. Come
Work in a Positive
Environment at State Home
Care Services Please Call
Alicia Beedle for more details
at 605-673-4454. 505 dgtf

CUSTER SENIOR CENTER
Board of Directors is accept-
ing resumes for the full-time
position of Custer Senior
Center Director. The primary
duties are grant-request writ-
ing, finances, and facility
management.  Experience
with QuickBooks is advanta-
geous. Competitive salary
dependent upon related expe-
rience. Year-end bonuses
may be earned. For more
information send an email to
cscdirvac@gmail, or call 605-
673-2708. Custer Senior
Center is an equal employ-
ment opportunity employer.
505 45c

MISCELLANEQUS:

DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 350
plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call
now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the
details! 1-888-816-0249
www.dental50plus.com/custer
#6258

DIRECTV - Watch your
favorite live sports, news and
entertainment anywhere.
More top premium channels
than DISH. Restrictions apply.
Call IVS - 1-877-378-4581

DISH Network. $64.99 for
190 Channels! Blazing Fast
Internet, $19.99/mo. ?where
available.) Switch & Get a
FREE $100 Visa Gift Card.
FREE Voice Remote. FREE
HD DVR. FREE Streaming on
ALL Devices. Call today! 1-
855-886-6591 489 23¢

FOR SALE:

*%

ATTRACTIVE, MODERN one
and two bedroom apartments,
central Custer. Laundry,
cable TV, competitive rates.
605-591-9397 14 3tf

OFFICE SPACE AVAIL-

“IAZB8I6E - Call 605-673-
STORAGE UNITS TO RENT

AFFORDABLE STORAGE:
9x9 and 10x21 units.
Cement floors and solid
walls. RV Parking Available
$25 per month. 605-673-
4646. 541 35tfc
SUNSHINE STORAGE:
Annual or monthly rentals,
4 convenient locations. Call
Teresa at 673-1025. 36 5tfc
STORAGE UNITS 10x20 -
$65, 8x10 - $30 per month.
Little Italy Road, Ness’s
Storage. 673-2949.

17 4tfc

BUCKHORN STORAGE:
5x10, 10x10, 10x20. 673-
5050. 122

Il South Dakota
mStatewide g
Il Classifleds IR

EMPLOYMENT:

CITY OF CHAMBERLAIN
Water/Wastewater Position:
Full-time Water/Wastewater
position opened until filled.
Job responsibilities include
treatment, distribution, and
pipeline construction.
Position has a full benefit
packa%e along with SD
State Retirement. Wage is
DOE. For more information
contact the Finance Officer
at (605)234-4401. EOE

LAND:

FARMLAND rents are
strong. Do you need repre-
sentation or a Farmland
Manager? Contact Tim
Peters at 605.270.9410 or
tpeters@pifers.com. Pifer’s

Land Management,
www.pifers.com
NOTICES:

ADVERTISE IN NEWSPA-
PERS statewide for onl
$150.00. Put the Sout
Dakota Statewide
Classifieds Network to work
for you today! (25 words for
$150. Each additional word
$5.) Call this newspaper or
800-658-3697 for details.

TRAVEL:
SEE MLB GAMES AT
Fenway Park, Yankee

Stadium, etc. Quality game
tickets, hotels and motor-
coach. Call/text for free
brochure: 507.217.1326
(leave name/address) bobs-
baseballtours.com

SO

Call to
place an ad in
the Chronicle,

Prevailer or the
Western
Trader!

or if you’d like

to place an ad
for Down

Country Roads

Magazine

Call
Kate at
605-440-

1248

O

Wellruly/Appreciatelt!

Because of YOU the subscribers,in the
last year alone, the Custer County

PRICE:

$7.00 for 15 words,
10¢word over that
PAYMENT:

522 Mt. Rushmore Rd.
605-673-2217

605-673-2217

ERROR RESPONSIBILITY:

Customers are asked to check their ad
immediately after publication and

report at once any error found.

Claims for adjustment should be made

at that time. The newspaper is responsible
for an incorrect ad only the first time it runs,
s0 check your ad carefully.

BRINGING BUYERS & SELLERS TOGETHER

Chronicle has donated over

$12,500.00

to local non-profits!

Together, WE ARE AWESOME!!!
We donate 20% of all subscriptions!

www.myblackhillscountry.com

We shall not varnish our pronouncements;
If you don’t read your local paper, you won’t

know what in tarnation is going on! Who's

fault is that? Don’t be an addle-headed, goney
Tinhorn. We’re persnickety about our print.

Bl
et B

SUBSCRIBE: The Custer Connty Chronicle,
The Prevailer, Down Countiry Roads magazine.

605-673-2217

Classified Ad Form - Deadline - 5 p.m. Friday

Classifiad Ad Catagaory List
Circle One

Announcements Haorzes, Livestack
Antiques Lawn and Garden
Appliances Lost and Found
Arls and Crafts klisc. for Sale
Autos for Sale Rloabile Homes
Auto Parts, Repair Maoloroycles
Boats Persanal
Businass Opportunity Pets and Supplies
Child Cara Phatography
Carmputers Raal Estale
Farm and Ranch Rec. Vehicles
Firewaod Rentals
Flaa Markats Sernvices
Furmiture Sparting Goods
Garage Salas - Wanted
Help Wanted Cither

DIBEECTIONS: Write your ad below, one word per line. Remember, make suce your ad includes a phone number. Garage Sale

wals need b include date, time, location and dircetions (il your location is difficult (o Gnd).

DD YOU RNOW?

All classified ads placed
in the Western Trader
are also placed

on the internet!

SEE ATUTURE FREE O

TOBACCO.

Smaking, chewing, vaping. .. its dangerous souff,
Make these cancer-causing monsters a thing of the past.

Make your Glassified Ad

Stand Out from the Rest!

Add a photo to your
classified ad for only $10

You must provide the photo « Prepayment required
To ensure publication, your ad and photo
must be received by Fridays at 5 p.m.

CUSTER COUNTY

Chronicle

Bringing vou the news for 127 vears

605-673-2217

522 Mt Rushmore Rd » Custer, SD

Date

Mame

Address

Phone

Insertion Dateas:

1 2 3 4 5 [ T
a g 10 11 12 13 14
15 57.00 16 &7.10 17 &7.20 18 #7.30 189 57.40 20 £7.50 21 &7.60
22 §7.70 23 57.80 24 57850 25 H5.00 26 5810 27 3820 28 HB8.30
28 38.40 30 $8.50 31 38.60 32 $8.70 33 5B.80 34 F8.80 35 5500
36 59.10 37 %920 38 %0.30 30 $9.40 40 £2.50 41 %9.60 42 970
43 55.80 44 5390 45 $10.00 46 51010 47 510.20 48 $10.30 48 510.40
Fuwn my ac Weeks x § =% BOId Type
Credit Card/Billing Charge + 51 DD Extra
Tl
Paid 35 Cash Check #
Cradit CardExp. Date Mo

RV 20TF
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THANKS FOR SAYING YOU SAW IT IN THE WESTERN TRADER
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2 Business and Professional Directory

YOUR GUIDE TO SOUTHERN HiLLS BUSINESSES

ELECTRICAL SERVICE

Freeman’s Electric
Service Inc.

Serving the Custer Area
FREE Estimates

24 Hour Answering Service
Your Call — Our Command

Custer — 673-3701
FINANCIAL

Jim Meyer, AAMS®
Financial Planner

CONSTRUCTION

Talley Gonstruction

Dirt Work e Septic Tanks

Waterlines « Road Grading
Dump Truck Service

FREE Estimates + 574-2155
Reasonable Rates

WEALTH MAMAGEMENT
associated veith Raymord James
Financial Servoes Inc.
Mernber F INI!F«. :.II-‘L
- e e

_ Custer, SD

WWW, fl'LLdDITIhIlthITI COIm

B05-673-2367

CONSTRUCTION STUMP GRINDING
Russ Ness's Stump
Johnson Grinding
conStrUCtion Trees ‘?Igiﬁli??vgushes
605-574-2881 | ., 5732049 - 6735683

* Residential Construction
* Construction Management
+ Site Development

Paul - 605-440-1201

ALPHA BUILDERS Haylee - 605-228-0943

—— LLC — alphabuilders.net
Craig Hindle Rent this
Construction space!

Licensed & Insured
Mew Construction » Garages/Shops
Remodeling * Custom Homes
craighindleconst@goldenwest.net
605-673-4222 » Gell: 605-673-1526
REAL ESTATE

. Buy or Sell
!( with me!

Only $8 50 a week

(minimum three month commitment)

673-2217

REAL ESTATE

523 Mt Rushmore Rd
Custer, SD 57730

Bt w0058 68%5 584

www.sellingblackhills.com
&

Lori Sveboda
‘Owner/Broker/Notary www.BHrealtor.com

605.517.0785

WINDOWS GLASS
Rapid City
Window & Glass

Stara Fronts/ Ennances = Extenior Parip Oogrs
Gl Replocernen ® Resideniio! H-"lnr.'..u':.
Aotomofic Dsors ® Cammerciol Windows

Mimors & Shaweer Doars  ShyeLites Sumoanms

605-343-4999 &
936 E. 5t. Patrick + Rapid City, SO -T2 18

EXCAVATING-BASEMENTS-DIRT-GRAVEL+SEPTIC
Expect Honest Work and Fair Prices

ZINigISenEnterprises, LLG

b 74
% i *j Excavatlng Basements - Dirt Work
- N  Gravel * Septic Systems

Mark Nielsen « 24890 Sylvan Lake Rd, Custer

HEATING & AC * CONSTRUCTION

Custer Heating & A/G

Custer, 5D 5??3

6056118529571

www.custerheatlng.com

Serving the
Southern Black Hills

——

Sylvan Lake Road
Custer, 5D

Kitchens
by Karla

Custer, SD 57730

4 605.580.0183

» From custom design fo installation
* Local licensed and insured contraclors

= By appointment 5
feiaa www.kitchensbykarla.com
karlahaagenson@gmail.com « www.bertch.com
Karla Haagenson » Owner

Custom
Designed
for your
Home

(TS
(el (B

VAG

F

39 N. 4th Street FREEDOM HILLS '

4 Integrity
Realty

605-574-4444

www.landlotshomes.com

EYE DOCTOR

—FAMILY EYECARE—
322 Mt. Rushmore Rd. - Custer
Walk-ins & New Patients Welcome

673-2716

www.visionsource-custer.com |4 g™

Vision Sourcel
WATER WELL DRILLING

ALEXANDER DRILLING INC. | &S

605-574-2331

info@alexanderdrillinginc.com
= Water Well Drilling
# Pumping Systems and Service
« Well Hydrofracturing
RESIDENTIAL » COMMERCIAL = INDUSTRIAL

www.alexanderdrillinginc.com
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE HELP

W.E.A.V.E.

Wonen Escariig A VICLENT EMWAONMENT

P.0. Box 7208 Custer County
Custer, 50 57730 Sheriff

G673-8176
24-Hour Crizsis Line r—y

673-HELP (4357) i
Toll Free: 1-800-424-3574

K
“‘*%‘."m'é'.f"-s

26248 Iﬁ'imf" I(SIAn Road
ELIH]EIE
sus-ﬁlﬁﬁ 031 ﬁns-m 5170
Rent this
space!
Only $850 a week

(minimum three month commitment)
673-2217
BLASTING & CONTRACTOR
A-1 Drilling & Blasting

Development Blasting Residential
Ditch Lines Quarries

“Serving The Entire Black Hills Area”
Fully Insured
Shawn Stiles

605-578-1991

im
Peterson

605-673-4701 » Cell: 673-1519]

Rent this
space!

Only $8 50 a week

(minimum three month commitment)

673-2217

Mark A. Koch

27 Morth 6th Street
Custer, 5D 57730
605-673-2644

STONE & LANDSCAPING

Landscaping
* Black Dirt
= Boulders
* Crushed Stone - 5 Calors
= Stonedust for Walkways
» Stepping Stone
= Retaining Walls
= Patio Stone
Building Stone
* Fireplace
« Dutside Vanear
Masonry Supplies
* Cement » Martar Golor » Other Supplies
Gravel Haullng
Sand far Power Line Construction
www.dakotastone. net
Visit our website for more pictures!

605-974-2760

Delivery

Available!

o Premier

FLOORING

<, Garpet = Vinyl
'f' Laminate
»A Ceramic » Wood

1,“ Shanklins

{12702 Miller Court Rd
{Oﬂ: America Center Rd)

Custer = 605-73-2099
GRAVEL

0 uthern . Grading

i o = Dirtwork

i l!S % ~# Seplic Installs

ROCK & GRAVEL = Retaining Walls
Commercial » Residential

Delivery Available

Lonny Schramm — 605-745-5006
Argyle, SD Cell 545-1160

hexe to Rock the Kouthern Hills]

VETERINARIAN

Fall River
Veterinary Clinic
HOT SPRINGS

Mon.—Sat. Bam—5pm
Wed. Bam-Bpm - 605-745-3786

Emergency * 605-745-3786
Dustin Browen, DWK = Kayla Brown, DV

HOME BUILDER

! {RubyCreek Builders

Heme Builder « Remodeds + Expert Carpentry

RUBYCREEKBUILDERS.COM

(605) 440-1470

Rent this
space!

Only $8 50 a week

(minimum three month commitment)

673-2217

Rent this
space!

Only $8 50 a week

(minimum three month commitment)

673-2217

FEEE ESTIMATES
CALL DAVE GOS-675-5235 « CUSTER

Appliances * Furnaces
Water Heaters & Service
Handyman Services

John Evans, Ir
Cell: 605-673-1600
Home: 605-673-3048
PRINT/COMPUTER
print&vectardpt.com

\ﬁ%ct@r

DESIGN | PRINT | TECH
Your LOGAL Design & Print Shop!
COMPUTER UPGRADES & REPAIR
1164 M1 Rushmore Rd + Custer » §05-673-2740

TAX PREPARER

e e W S R g S P S g
o ™ A.ﬂ e,

LENNY MERRIAM

\, CFE, PLLC

TJAX PREFARATION
Individual * Bus:

ACCOUNTING AND BOOKKEEPING
s Mon-Profik:
* Foreneiz Acoourting
= Fopreld Services
= Sales Tox Services
= Bookkeeping Services

Mon-Profi

rmsx ¢ Eababe # Trusd &

Otfice (605) 673-2125
lennymesriomcpm@igmail. com
Seasnnal Custer prolessional whe priceitizes fear-ronml

cenpiisiveness & servaoes for Lhe Black Hills regivn

i N P e g e e g e g

FINANCIAL ADVISOR

Edward Jones

DAKOTA STONE COMPANY

e e e e i e .

Member SIPC

Financial Advisor

edwardjones.com

FABRICS & SUPPLIES

RENT THIS
SPACE!

only $34 a week

Rent this
space!

Only $8 50 a week

(minimum three month commitment)

673-2217

Rent this
space!

Only
$17.00
a week

(minimum three month
commitment)

673-2217

HEATING & COOLING

Witt's Heating &

Air Conditioning, Inc.
104 South 9th +Custer

673-3212

Heating and Cooling
Service and Installation
Heat Pumps
Gas and Oil Furnaces

and Boilers

Rent this |
space! -

Only $8 50 a week

(minimum three month commitment)

673-2217

(minimum three month commitment)

673-2217

Business & Professional Ads are a great way for your business to not only get noticed, but to stay in
people’s minds when they need to utilize a local business service. “Out of sight out of mind.” Let’s

face it, if you aren’t reading the Custer County Chronicle or the Hill City Prevailer at lunch on
Wednesdays or Thursdays, you are not really going to know what’s going on. People depend on us for
all local news. Advertising is also a great way to reach potential new customers/clients and to boost your

business. Come in or call 605-673-2217 and we can help. We will even build you an ad at no extra charge!
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THANKS FOR SAYING YOU SAW IT IN THE WESTERN TRADER

605-673-2217

HEY RETAIL BUSINESS OWNERS!!!

Checlk out our
works of art!

26 S. 6th Street,
Custer
2.505.4592

A GALLILERY

GIFTS AWAITSY
Open All Year!

SHOP THE BLACK HILLS!

SHOP BLACK HILLS
discounted rates will he
around for few more weeks

and then back to regular
prices!

2 column X 4 inch
color ad

for $32

(for retail businesses only)

S100
(normal price)

THIS IS AN INCREDIBLE OPPORTUNITY TO ADVERTISE!!!

Thanks for saying you saw

it in the Western Trader!

2 column X 4 inch
color ad

for $32

(for retail businesses only)

S100
(normal price)

SHOP THE BLACK HILLS!

Brain development scence bolsters calls for quallty preschool

By Jackie Hendry
South Dakora Public
Broadcasting via South
Dakota News Warch

Raising a child looks dif-
ferent for every gencralion.
Amy Elliott, chief clinical
research officer at Avera
Research Institute, under
stands how quickly new sci
ence  and  research  can
change ideas that used to be
taken for granted. Her
research focuses on child
health and development.

“For example, drinking
during pregnancy,” she
said, “That’s something you
don’t have 1o go back too
many generations — and
that actually may have been
something that had been
encouraged. Now we know
the elfects that can have on
fetal development, which is
why there’s the recommen-
dation of no drinking during
pregnancy.”

In the same way,
researchers are uncovering
new information about
brain development. Even
the past five years have
uncovered new informa-
tion, Elliott said.

“We're able to look at
the brain, for example, and
look at brain development
to a much greater degree
than we were ever, ever
before with those technolo-
es,” she explained.

That means researchers
have a clearer picture of
what parts of the brain
develop, when they devel
op, and how rapdly. Ellion
said when a child is born, its
brain is about the fourth the
size it will be when the
child is an adult. By the
child’s first barthday, the
brain will grow to half its
eventual size.

“Some have even said in
those first three months, the
brain 15 increasing every
day at almost a 1 percent
capacily — every day,” said
Elliott. “Millions of con-
nections being formed in a
very short amount of time,
much more rapid develop
ment than is seen at any
other e period in life. So
the first vear of life and then
the first five years are really
what we would refer to as
very critical time periods
for brain development.”

For instance, research
has determined that the

foundations for language
development are set in a
child’s brain by age 3.

“Now you can definitely
learn language after that,
bt 1t"s a lot more difficult,”
Elliott said. “We know
there’s a critical time period
where different sounds —
because different langnages
have different sounds — are
geling integrated  within
and becoming part of how
that brain is wired.”

Lifelong learning
ability established in
early childhood

Elliott expects the next
decade of research to
demonstrate similar find
ings for reading, math and
social development in chal-
dren. For mnow, brain
research is catching up with
what early childhood edu
cators have known for
decades: the earliest years
of a child’s life can set the
tome for lifelong learning
OULCOIIES.

State law requires kids
are in school by age 6,
though families have the
option 1o starl kindergarten
if their child 15 5 by Sept. 1
of the school year. Families
might harness the potential
of those earlier vyears
through preschool, but
South Dakota does not have
a state-run or funded pre
school program. Aside rom
federally funded programs
like Head Start, privately
rn early childhood learn-
ing programs can vary dra
matically in qualily.

Preschool standards

‘really random
in South Dakota’

Janessa Bixel is execu
tive director of the South
Dakota Association for the
Education of  Young
Children. Tt's a statewide
chapter of a national profes
sional organization that pro
vides resources for early
childhood educators, fami
lies and communitics. She
has more than 20 years of
experience in early child-
hood education, including
in Head Start programs in
varous stales.

“When you're in Alaska
or Kansas or New
Hampshire or South Dakota
— which are some of the
places T've lived those
Head Start standards are the
same, basically, in all of

YOUNG LEARNERS — Preschool students at the YMCA of Rapid City, 5.0., use pieces of wood to create leffers of
the alphabet. [Submitted Photo/KRYSTAL SCHOENBAUER/SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC BROADCASTING]

There

those states,” she said.
“When you get outside of
Head Start, it’s really ran
dom in South Dakota. You
can open a preschool and
you don’t even have lo be
regulated in any way in the
state.”

In fact, South Dakota is
one of a handful of states in
the country without a state-
funded program or official
standards to measure the
quality of private programs.
have been some
elforts from groups hike the
School Admimistrators of
South Dakota fto create
carly learming guides, but
they don’t hold the weight
of regulatory standards.

There are no  state-
required credentials for pre
school teachers either.

Part of Bixel's work
includes expanding oppor-
tunities for early learning
educators in a state where
public policy hasn’t canght
up with the importance
research puts on the field.

“T would love to see an
apprenticeship  program
started in South Dakota for
early childhood educators,”
she said. “There are some
states doing that right now
and it seems like it could be
an untapped area to suppaort
this field and really help to
elevate it as a profession
because it truly 15 a profes-
sion. I mean, we're working
with voung children when
the most brain development

happens. So why shouldn’t

it be required that you need

to understand how to work

with young children at that

time?"

Preschoolers ‘need more
than just love’

Nicole Weiss believes
preschool providers owe
families the highest possi
ble quality care for their
children. She’s the early
learning director for the
YMCA of Rapid City.
While the state doesn’t
mandate credentials  to
teach preschool, her pro-
aram does.

“Preschool’s an inlerest-
ing time in a kiddo’s life
because they need more
than just love and freedom
to roam and learn,” she
said. “They also don’t need
to be sitting down with
worksheets and having their
whole day scheduled out. It
takes some education to
understand that.”

All teachers in Weiss’
department must join with
al least a Child
Development  Associate
(CDA) credential, a one-
vear degree.

“They have to have a
mimimum of that o be a
lead teacher in our pro
gram,” said Weiss.

However, even that min
imum education require
ment adds a hurdle 1o ongo-
ing staffing issues.

“There’s a lot of people
who think becaunse they

have worked in child care
that, ‘I'm a preschool
teacher now, I can go do
this or that,” and they don't
understand the lesson plan
ning and the assessments
and the conferences.”

The state Department of
Social Services contracts
with a handful of organiza
tions around the state that
offer the CDA credential.
One of those is a Rapid City
nonprofit  called  Early
Childhood Connections.

“The state of South
Dakota supports CDA
said Autwmn Gregory, exec-
utive director. “Right now
they pay for the course
work, they pay for the
scholarship, for the assess-
ment and credentialing, and
s0 they are really rying (o
promote professional devel
opment.”

But without a state
requirement, it’s up to pri
vale enfities to decide what
level of traimng their staff
needs,

Gregory’s organizalion
also administers a program
called Starting Strong, a
scholarship program funded
by the John T. Vucurevich
Foundation to allow disad-
vantaged families the
opportunity to afford pre-
school. The benefits ripple
beyond children in the
Starting Strong program,
she said.

“That kindergarten
teacher is going to teach to

the child with the mosi
needs because that’s where
all that attention needs to
go,” Gregory said. “If those
children can come in ready
1o leam, then it benehits all
the children in that kinder
garten class.”

Elliott, Avera’s chief
clinical research officer,
believes the data show the
same benefits to preschool
that educators have experi-
enced firsthand.

“Pre K teaches kids so
many things, and some-
times I thunk the things that

are tanght the most
important are on the
behavioral side,” she said.

“There shouldn’t be pres
sure that kids have to be
able to read or do those
things belore school, Bl
it's good for them to be
exposed to letters and to
colors and to scunds and to
like looking at books.™

Because research on
child development 15 evoly-
ing so rapidly, Elliott under-
stands it can take time for
the public — and policy —
to catch up. She retums (o
the example of drinking
during pregnancy.

“People will say, “Well, T
think things turned out just
fine.” The one thing I would
like to say is, that's what
science is supposed to do
for us. It's supposed o help
us raise the next generation
better than the previous
one."”’
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Winter Express
1880 Train
Hill City, S0

Select times

Men's Breakfast

Bible Study

The Little White Church
Hill City, 5D

F:30 A

Custer County Commission
Custer County Courthouse
Custer, 50

& A

Seniors Functional Fitness
Hill City Center

Hill City, 5D

9 AM

Seniors Bridge Card Games
Hill City Center

Hill City, SO

10 AR - 3 FM

Wiggles & Giggles Toddlers
and Parents Fun Time
Custer YMOCA

Custer, 50

10:30 -11:30 AM

Trees and Trains Exhibit
South Dakota State Railroad
Museum

Hill City, SO

11 Ak - 4:30 PR

Crafternoon

Custer County Library
Custer, SD

3 PM

Lane of Lights
Museum Drive
Hill City, SD
Dusk - 10 PR

Hill City Camman Cauneil
Meeting

City Hall

Hill Sity, SO

5:30 PM

Crossroads Churah

Xtrame Youth Group
Crossroads Church

Custer, 5D

530 PM

Thursday 12-28

Winter Express
1880 Train
Hill City, S0

Select times

Seniors Stretch & Flex
Hill ity Centar

Hill City, SO

9 AM

Seniors Hand &
Foot Card Games
Hill City Centar
Hill City, SO
12:30 PM

Imagination Club

Hill Sity Public Library Kids'
Annax

Hill City, SD

315 PM

Lane of Lights
Museum Drive
Hill City, SO
Dusk - 10 BPM

Tony DuBlois,
Muszical Savant J8F
The Hille Finest
Custer, 5D

5-B P

Keystone Senior Center
Meeting

Keystone Senior Center
Keystone, S0

& P

Civil Air Patrol

Custer County Airport
Custer, 50

7 PM

Friday 12-29

Seniors Coffea Club

Hill City Center Small Room
Hill City, SO

9 Ak

Hill City Seniors Flow &
Relax Yoga

Hill City Center

Hill City, SO

9 A

Community Food Pantry
The Little White Church
Hill City, SO

9 AM - 11 AM

Story Time

Hill City Public Library Kids'
Annax

Hill City, SO

2:30 AM

Lane of Lights
Museum Drive
Hill City, 8D
Dusk - 10 P

Calebrate Recovery
Croseroads Church
Custer, 5D

Meal at & PM
Lesson at 5:30 PM

Saturday 12-30

Coffes with the Mayor
Hill City Cafe

Hill City, 5D

10 Al

come too. [Submitted Phota)

Wiggles & Giggles Toddlers
and Parents Fun Time
Custar ¥hOCA

Custer, S0

10:30 -11:30 AM

Mew Year's at Moon
Custar County Library
Custer, 50

11 AM

Lane of Lights
Museum Drive
Hill City, SD
Duek - 10 PM

Mew Year's Eve

Lane of Lights
Museum Drive
Hill City, S0
Duslk - 10 PR

Tony DuBlois,
Musical Savant S35
The Hillz Finest
Custer, 5D

5-8 PM

KISS AA Meeating
Keyetone Community
Canter

Keystone, 50

& P

Mew Year's Day

First Day Hikes
Little Devils Tower -
Stockade Lake Trail -
Creakside Trail
Custer State Park
Custer, S0

B and 10 AM & 2 PM

Tuesday 1-2

Senlors Beginning Line
Dancing

Hill City Cantar

Hill City, SD

9 AM

Hill City Seniors Flow &
Relax Yoga

Hill City Cantar

Hill City, SO

1030 AM

Senlors Hand & Foot Card
Games

Hill City Centar

Hill City, SO

1-4:30 PM

Senlors Knitting &
Crocheting Group
Hill City Centar
Hill City, SO

1-3 PM

Custer Plecamakers

Quilt Guild

Custer Lutheran Fellowship
Custer, S0

1:30 PM

Custer Clty Council
Custar City Hall
Custer, 5D

5:30 PM

Hill City Planning
and Zening Mesting
City Hall

Hill City, SD

5:30 PM

Celebrate Recovery
The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

5:45 PM

Hill City Liens Club
Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

& PM

Hermosa Town Board
Hermosa Town Hall
Hermosa, 50

G PM

Buffale Gap Town Board
Buffalo Gap Town Hall
Buffalo Gap, 5D

7 PM

Men's Breakfast

Bible Study

The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

7:30 AM

THANKS FOR SAYING YOU SAW IT IN THE WESTERN TRADER

DPEN STAGE TIME nEhIN —Hill CIW Ars Counr:ll s win-
ter music showcase ushers in each new year with
shows in January, February and March. In addition to
livening up the local scene in the dark of winter, Open
Stage gives new talent and seasoned acts alike a sup-
portive place fo hone their craft. It also helps local pro-
moters find and hire performers for summer shows and
festivals. Local and regional singer/songwriters and
poets are regulars, but storytellers, joke tellers are wel-

Driver's License Exams

Custer County Courthouse
Annex Pine Room

Custer, SD
g8 aAaMto b PM

Seniors Functional Fitness

Hill City Canter
Hill City, SO
2 A

Seniors Bridge Card Games

Hill City Center
Hill City, SD

10 AM - 3 PM

Crafterncon

Custer County Library
Custer, S0

3 PM

Keystone Town Board
Meeting

Keystone Community
Centar

Keystone, 50

& P

Crossroads Church

Xtrems Youth Group

Crossrocads Church
Custer, SD
5:30 PM

Seniors Stretch & Flex
Hill City Canter

Hill Gity, S0

O AM

Seniors Hand &
Foot Card Games
Hill City Center
Hill City, SD
12:30 PM

Imagination Club

Hill City Puklic Library Kids
Annax

Hill City, SD
315 PM

Tony DuBlols,

Musical Savant L85

The Hills Finest

Custer, S0
5-8 PM

Civil Air Patrol
Custer County Airport
Custer, SD

7 PM

Seniors Coffee Club

Hill City Center Small Room

Hill City, SO
2 AM

Hill City Senlors Flow &
Relax Yoga

Hill City Center

Hill City, SO

2 A

Community Food Pantry
The Little White Church
Hill City, 8D

9 AM - 11 AM

Story Time

Hill City Public
Library Kids' Annex
Hill City, 8D

9:30 AM

Storytime

Custer County Library
Custer, 5D

10 AR

Seniors Birthday Party
Keystone Senior Center
Keaystone, 5D

11 AR -1 PM

Celebrate Recovery
Crossroads Church
Custer, 50

Mesal at & PM
Lesson at 6:30 PM

Saturday 1-6

Custer County Democrats
Coffes and Breakfast
Gathering

Crazy Horse Memorial
Laughing “Water Restaurant
Custer, 5D

9 AM

Coffee with the Mayor
Hill City Cafe

Hill City, SO

10 Ak

Live On Stage [3E

High Country Guest Ranch
Hill City, 8D

Doors openat S PM
Dinner at 5:30 PM

Show starts at 6 PM

Tony DuBlois,
Musical Savant /8
The Hills Finest
Custer, 5D

5-8 PM

Keystone Bingo
Keystons Community
Center

Keystons, 50

Dinner at 5 PM, free will
donations

Bingo at & PM

Buffalo Gap
Community Dance /5
Buffalo Gap
Community Center
Buffalo Gap, S0

7P

Sunday 1-7

Custer Community Action
Food Distribution

CAT Building, cornar of N,
&th and Lincoln streets
Custer, 5D

10 AM to 1 PM

Adult Bible Study

The Little White Churah
Hill City, SD

G PM

KISS AA Meeating
K.eyetone Community
Canter

Keyetone, S0

& P

Monday 1-8

Mason's Lodge Breakfast
Hermosa Mason's Lodge
Hermosa, SD
7 aM to Moon

Community Food Pantry
The Little White Church
Hill City, SO

9 AM - 11 AM

Seniors Functional Fitness
Hill City Center

Hill City, 8D

9 AM

Custer Rotary Club
Custer Sanior Canter
Custer, 5D

Meaon

LEARN TCI LINE DAMNCE — Hill City Center is home to o
beginning line dancing class for those looking to add
some new maoves to their repertoire. Cowboy boots are
not required! The class will meet again Jan. 2 of 9 am.

at the center .

[Submitted Photo]

605-673-2217

Lats

LIVE MUSIC - LOCAL EVENTS

Hill City Commen Council
Meeting

City Hall

Hill City, SO

5:30 P

Hill City School Board
Meeting

High School Board Room
Hill City, SO

& P

Custer School District
Board of Education
School Administration
Building

Custer, 2D

& P

When Helping Hurts
Community Lutheran
Church

Hill City, SD

& PM

Text HCWHH to 605-574
1023 to register

Chick Chat and Crafts
The Little White Church
Hill City, SO

8:30 P

Hermosa Arts & History
Association

Hermosa Town Hall
Hermo=sa, S0

G:30 P

Ab Meating

Lighthouse fssembly of God
Hill Gy, SD

7 PM

Seniors Beginning Line
Dancing

Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

2 AM

Zonta

Custar County Library
Custer, S0

1PM

Seniors Hand & Foot Card
Games

Hill City Centar

Hill City, 5D

1-4:30 P

Seniors Knitting &
Crocheting Group
Hill City Ceantar
Hill City, 5D

1-3 PM

Custer Moot & Eat
Custer Community Church
Custer, 3D

5-7 P

Celebrate Recovery
The Little White Chureh
Hill City, 5D

5:45 P

Hermosa Planning
and Zoning
Harmosa Town Hall
Hermosa, SD

& P

Pringle Town Board
Pringle Community Center
Pringle, 5D

7P

Elk Mountain School
District Board of Education
Elk Mountain School

Deway, 5D

7 PM

Men's Breakfast

Bible Study

The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

7:30 AM

Custer County Commission
Custer County Courthouse
Custer, 5D

2 AM

Driver’s Licenze Exams
Custer County Courthouse
Annex Pine Room

Custer, 5D

8 AMto 5 PM

Custer Area Economic
Developmeant Corp.
Black Hille Energy
Custer, 5D

B:30 AM

Seniors Functional Fitness
Hill City Canter

Hill City, SO

9 AM

Seniors Bridge Card Games
Hill City Center

Hill Sity, SD

10 AM - 3 PM

Crafterncon

Custer County Library
Custer, S0

3 Pm

BOLT

The Little White Church
Hill City, 5D

3:20 PM

The Landing

The Little White Church
Hill City, SO

430 PM

Middle School & High
School Youth Group
Tha Little White Church
Hill Gity, SO

540 P

Crossroads Church
¥treme Youth Group
Crossroads Church

Custer, 5D

B:30 PM

Waomen's Bible Study
Fellowship

Tha Little White Church
Hill City, 50

B30 AM

Saniors Stretch & Flex
Hill City Center

Hill City, 50

5 AM

Seniors Hand &
Foot Card Games
Hill City Center
Hill City, 5D
12:30 PM

Imagination Club

Hill City Public Library Kids'
Annex

Hill City, 5D

315 P

Tony DuBlois,
Musical Savant /4F
The Hillz Finest
Custer, S0

5.8 PM

ADD/ADHD Support Group
Maonument Haalth

Custer Hoepital

Custer, SD

B:30 P

Civil Air Patrol

Custer County Airport
Custer, 5D

7 P

Advertise Your
Business Here!

Call 605-673-2217

Southern Hills Law
40 N, 5th Suite B
6l5-673-2503
Wills » Real Eslate = Family Taw

BAck IssuEs

OF
DowN COUNTRY ROADS

522 Mr. Ruauunnﬁ Rp.

) _q_ - CusTEer, SD 57730



