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   ANNOUNCEMENTS:
HAVING A GARAGE SALE
OR MULTI-FAMILY YARD
SALE? ADVERTISE IT IN
THE TRADER CLASSI-
FIEDS & GET THE WORD
OUT!!! CALL 605-673-2217
HELP WANTED:
BLACk HILLS ELECTRIC
COOpERATIVE, INC.
(BHEC) is seeking applica-
tions for the position of a
1,000-hour Right-of-Way
Technician/Line Worker.
BHEC offers a team-orient-
ed working environment
with the possibility of
advancement. Verbal and
written communication skills
are essential. A valid South
Dakota driver’s license is
required. Please submit
resume or application to Bill
Brisk/ Manager of
Operations, Black Hills
Electric Cooperative, Inc.,
P.O. Box 792, Custer, SD
57730-0792. BHEC is an
Equal Opportunity
Employer. Applications will
be accepted until position is
filled. 128 41c

CUSTER COUNTY IS
SEEkING A FULL-TIME
DEpUTY AUDITOR II to join
the Auditor’s Office, offering
steady weekday hours, paid
leave, and a full benefits
package. This role involves
supporting elections, voter
registration, County
Commissioners, office
administration, and financial
tasks, making it ideal for
detail-oriented and organ-
ized individuals who enjoy
public service. The position
is Monday–Friday, 8:00
AM–5:00 PM, with occa-
sional evenings during elec-
tion periods, and starts at
$17.77 per hour.
Applications are available at
www.custercountysd.com/e
mployment or through the
Custer County Human
Resources Office, and will
be accepted until the posi-
tion is filled. 133 43c

GARAGE SALE - CUSTER
M U LT I - H O U S E H O L D
RUMMAGE SALE Fri. Oct.
3 (10am - 4pm) and Sat.
Oct. 4 (8am -2pm) at 11952
Custer Limestone Rd.,
Custer. Clothes, house
decor, kitchen stuff books,

games, a few antiques and
tools, glider chairs, lots of
treasures and more being
added! 130 40p

GARAGE SALE - HILL CITY
AUTUMN FALLING
pRICES!  ALL ITEMS DIS-
COUNTED at Back Alley
Bargains 101 Pine Ave Hill
City (directly behind Super 8
Hotel) Saturdays 10 AM
Until 4 PM - Free Coffee and
Cookies! 119 36tfn

ONE WEEk UNTIL A
HUGE TOOL/GARAGE
SALE! 23848 Whaley Lane,
Rapid City. North of Hill City.
Tools, camper items, stereo,
household, TOOLS!
Saturday 10/11 9am-4pm.
Sunday 10/12 9am-2pm.    

138 41p

AUTOS FOR SALE
2008 FORD pICkUp F-150,
with seven and a half foot
Meyer plow. In good shape.
Low miles. 605-745-4338. 

130 40p

FOR LEASE:
TWO BEDROOM, 2 BATH
TOWNHOMES with one-car
attached garage located on
Bluebell Lane in Stone Hill
of Custer subdivision Lease
includes lawn care, snow
removal and basic cable.
Lease amounts start at
$1,445.00, plus utilities, one
year signed lease. Deposit
and credit check required.
Please call Jan Wilson at
605-440-0434 for showings.

132  40tfn

FOR RENT:
FOR MONTH TO MONTH-
RENT IN HILL CITY.
Completely furnished, 3
BDRM, 2 bath seasonal
vacation home. Available
into April/May 2026.
Includes washer/dryer &
all utilities,  high speed
Wi-Fi and cable. Call Vic at
605-209-3963. 123 37tfn

FOR RENT: 3 BEDROOM 1
BATH mobile home  4 miles
west on Hwy 16, $1,250 per
month includes, large lot,
10'x20' storage shed, water,
sewer, & garbage; Available
15 September; call Richard
605 673-2587. 121 41c

TWO BED, ONE BATH
clean modern trailer,
Keystone. No pets.
$900/month plus utilities.
Text 605-391-8413.       73  tfnc

THREE BEDROOM, ONE
BATH, clean, modern trail-
er. Keystone. No pets.
$1,000/month plus utilities.
Text 605-391-8413.        74  tfnc
ATTRACTIVE, MODERN one
and two bedroom apartments,
central Custer. Laundry,
cable TV, competitive rates.
605-591-9397 2 1tf

LONG TERM RV SITES
AVAILABLE! Close to
Custer. Borders Forest
Service land. Tiny homes
may be considered. 605-
673-4701.                     4 1tfn
BUSINESS SPACE:
HUGE OppORTUNITY IN
A SMALL SpACE FOR
RENT on Main Street in
Hill City. Approximately
750-square feet. Food
service qualified (former
ice cream/antique shops).
Available immediately.
NOW IS THE TIME.
Contact Vic 605-209-3963.

45 36tfn

STORAGE UNITS TO RENT
COVERED STORAGE -
RV,  ATV,  Boa ts .  A t
P len ty  S ta r  Ranch .
25991  Hwy.  385 ,
Custer.  Month ly /annu-
a l  r a tes .  Twe lve - foo t
ta l l  ent rance.  Cal l  Isa
Ki rk  a t  605-440-2233.

11  1tf

AVAILABLE NOW! 10x20
s to rage  un i t s .  New
Construct ion.  Close to
Custer.  605-673-4701.

10  1tf

AFFORDABLE STORAGE:
9x9 and 10x21 un i ts .
Cement floors and solid
walls. RV Parking Available
$25 per month. 605-673-
4646. 5 1tf

SUNSHINE STORAGE:
Annual or monthly rentals,
4 convenient locations. Call
Teresa at 673-1025.        6 1tf
BUCKHORN STORAGE:
5x10, 10x10, 10x20. 673-
5050. 7 1tf 

ADS WANTED: CLASSI-
FIED ADS WORk! Fill
out the form on this page
if you are having a
garage sale, if you are
selling an automobile or
if your business is hir-
ing.If you are rentaing a

lot, office space or
house, a classified ad
with us goes in print and
online! Stop by or call
605-673-2217.

AGRICULTURE:
ATTENTION FARMERS
seeing white mold in your
fields? Noticing SDS?
Share your location and
enter to win FREE soy-
bean seeds for 2026.
Call Emily 605/290-8383
EMPLOYMENT:: 
FAULk COUNTY HIGH-
WAY DEpARTMENT is
accepting applications
for the following position:
Full/Part–Time Highway
Maintenance Position.
Pay $24-25/hr.
Depending on DOE.  Call
605-598-6233 for more

information.
FOR SALE:
HOUSE FOR SALE in
Gettysburg. Great hunt-
ing getaway. 75’x140’ lot,
2 bedroom, 1 bath,
$50,000, will consider
offers. Call/text Bil l
Fischer 605-769-2004.
Pics on Zillow.com
LAND::
IN SEARCH OF pAS-
TURE for 50-300 Pairs.
5th Generation, SD,
ranchers looking to
expand. Long term lease
preferred but would con-
sider short term. Call
(605)690-1997
MISCELLANEOUS::
WE BUY HOUSES FOR
CASH AS-IS! No repairs.
No fuss. Any condition.
Easy process: Call, get
cash offer and get paid.
Call today for your fair
cash offer: 1-605-601-
9373
BATH & SHOWER
UpDATES in as little as

ONE DAY! Affordable
prices - No payments for
18 months! Lifetime war-
ranty & professional
installs. Senior & Military
Discounts available.
Call: 1-877-754-0067
STOp OVERpAYING
FOR HEALTH INSUR-
ANCE! Reduce premi-
ums and out-of-pocket
costs while getting the
coverage you need! Call
now for a competitive
free quote. 1-877-906-
0290. Plus... Income
based government subsi-
dies are available for
those that qualify!
NOTICES::
ADVERTISE IN NEWS-
pApERS statewide for
only $150.00. Put the
South Dakota Statewide
Classifieds Network to
work for you today! (25
words for $150. Each
additional word $5.) Call
this newspaper or 800-
658-3697 for details
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Black HillsLive
is featured on page 6
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FINANCIAL ADVISOR

REAL ESTATE

ACCOUNTING

We Do Repairs,
Restretches on
Flooring

FIREARMS - BUY • SALE • TRADE
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HEY RETAIL BUSINESS OWNERS!!! THIS IS AN INCREDIBLE OPPORTUNITY TO ADVERTISE!!!

SHOP THE BLACK HILLS! SHOP THE BLACK HILLS! 
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By Kevin Killough
South Dakota News Watch

The state of South Dako-
ta must do a better job of
keeping prisoners from reof-
fending and ending up back
behind bars, South Dakota
lawmakers said this week in
narrowly passing a bill au-
thorizing a $650 million fa-
cility in Sioux Falls.

Among the concerns that
opponents have about the
large expenditure is whether
the state has done enough to
reduce recidivism, including
addiction treatment. Before
the state pursues such an in-
vestment it needs to improve
the delivery of these servic-
es, they argued.

Proponents of the new
prison don’t dispute that, but
they said the project will
help by expanding the space
available for these rehabilita-
tion services.

After the bill passed,
Gov. Larry Rhoden made
good on a promise to sign an
executive order authorizing
a task force to evaluate pro-
gramming and treatment
needs at the new facility, en-
gage with Native Americans
on their needs, study re-entry
models and best practices
and make recommendations.

It will be some time be-
fore those recommendations
come to fruition. The con-
struction of the new prison
will take four years, so advo-
cates for correctional reform
are taking a look at what can
be done now to improve the
system.

The whole family
Ernestine Chasing Hawk,

a resident of Rapid City and
managing editor of the Na-
tive Sun Times newspaper,
has two daughters, ages 34
and 36, who were in prison
for drug offenses. She asked
that their names not be used.

Both were caught up in
South Dakota’s ingestion
law. Prior to July, the inges-
tion law dropped felony
charges on people who test
positive for drugs following
an arrest. Last year, the law
was reformed to make it a
misdemeanor for the first
and second offense.

Chasing Hawk’s younger
daughter has been in and out
of prison for the past nine
years, and the older one was
first charged four years ago.
They are both now in treat-
ment, but there are a number
of barriers to accessing those
services, especially in the
western part of the state,
Chasing Hawk told News
Watch. These barriers in-
crease the risk they'll re-

lapse, and they create bur-
dens for others.

“It doesn't just impact the
person who's incarcerated,
but it impacts the whole
family,” she said.

One of her daughters has
two children, and a third
daughter took care of them
while their mother was in
prison. A felony ingestion
charge can limit access to
public housing, and many
landlords also won’t lease to
people with recent drug con-
victions. This reduces their
housing options, and some-
times parolees have to rely
on family for housing.

While case managers in
the parole division of the
Department of Corrections
help parolees find jobs,
many employment opportu-
nities are closed to felons.
Some offenses, such as
drunken driving, can result
in the loss of a driver's li-
cense.

And the Department of
Public Safety can take a per-
son’s driver’s license if they
are too far in arrears for
child support. Then, they
have to rely on family and
friends for transportation.

“It’s difficult to get hous-
ing, difficult to get jobs. And
you’re on parole, you have
to have a job. And so then, if
they don’t, they eventually
end up back in prison,”
Chasing Hawk said.

She has had to drive her
daughters to take drug tests,
to treatment facilities and to
meet with their parole offi-
cers. One time, a boyfriend
drove Chasing Hawk’s
younger daughter across the
state in a blizzard to take her
daughter to a detox program
in Yankton.

Native Americans made
up 63 percent of female of-
fenders in the South Dakota
prison system in 2024, and
53 percent of female inmates
were incarcerated for drug
offenses.

Another one of Chasing
Hawk’s daughters wasn’t
able to successfully com-
plete treatment and died
from her addictions.

“That story is just too
sad, and I don’t want to talk
about it,” she said.

Costs to taxpayers
Sen. Tamara Grove, a Re-

publican who lives on Low-
er Brule Indian Reservation,
sponsored the law that made
ingestion a misdemeanor.
The law went into effect in
July, so it’s too soon to tell
how it will impact South
Dakota’s incarceration and
treatment rates.

Grove told News Watch

she sponsored the bill be-
cause the felony ingestion
charges were taking people
who were committing minor
crimes as a result of their ad-
dictions and railroading
them into incarceration.

When drug tested upon
arrest for minor offenses, the
addicts would end up with
felonies, which have greater
impacts on their lives that
create barriers to overcom-
ing addiction. Treating ad-
dicts is much more afford-
able than incarceration,
Grove said.

“You’re not getting any-
thing back for it (incarcera-
tion). In fact, when they
come out, they’re worse,”
she said.

In fiscal year 2024, the
average daily cost per adult
inmate in the South Dakota
prison system was $92.21,
up from $67.64 in fiscal year
2020, according to the De-
partment of Corrections. The
average daily cost of manag-
ing parolees was $12.02 in
fiscal year 2024, up from
$7.06 in fiscal year 2020.

Grove said that it’s good
that there are consequences
for crimes, and these arrests
can lead people into drug
courts where they get treat-
ment for their addictions.

“We do want to be tough
on crime. We do want that,
but we also want people to
be productive citizens,”
Grove said.

She said that programs
such as the state’s drug
courts that have stringent
rules and set boundaries for
the offenders are showing
success in getting people
past their addictions. She’d
like to see the state relying
more on these kinds of pro-
grams than incarceration.

“I think that we can lead
in areas when it comes to
this, on how you can hold
people accountable but also
do so in a way that is pro-
ductive for all of us,” Grove
said.

From prison to
parole and back

South Dakota’s parolees
have to agree to conditions
that are outlined prior to
their release. These are
based on a parolee’s criminal
history, the risk they pose to
the community, their indi-
vidual needs for rehabilita-
tion and other factors.

In fiscal year 2024, 851
male and female parolees
completed their parole or
were granted early dis-
charge, but 1,324 were sent
back to prison. The most
common reason for technical
parole violations was a fail-

ure to keep their parole
agents informed of their ac-
tivities and location. These
accounted for 69 percent of
all violations.

Failing to engage with
and maintain treatment pro-
gram participation account-
ed for 42 percent of viola-
tions. Drug use or positive
drug tests accounted for 42
percent of violations. Other
violations include a failure
to obey all laws and failure
to comply with directions
and sanctions. Since parole
hearings can include multi-
ple violations, the numbers
exceed 100 percent.

Not all violations send
the parolees back to prison.
Depending on the serious-
ness and extent of their non-
compliance, the parolees
may receive a verbal repri-
mand, be required to write
an apology letter, take anger-
management classes, do
community service, take
more frequent drug tests or
be on house arrest.

Approximately 37 per-
cent of admissions into
prison in fiscal year 2024
were the result of technical
parole violations.

No perfect treatment
program

Nicole Dvorak, president
of Glory House in Sioux
Falls, told News Watch that
the services in population
centers of the state are more
robust than those in rural ar-
eas. This is true of all kinds

of services.
Glory House has an ex-

tensive range of treatment
services for addiction, in-
cluding assessments, evi-
denced-based therapies, resi-
dential treatment, outpatient
counseling and case man-
agement. Creating compre-
hensive treatment services
for everyone struggling with
addiction is no simple task,
Dvorak said.

“There’s always going to
be some increased need.
These are people. People in
life struggle with using sub-
stances to navigate through
life, and it’s hard. And when
you're looking at getting into
treatment facilities, often-
times, there’s a waitlist,” she
explained.

Dvorak said for all Glory
House offers, it’s not perfect.
But she said she takes great
pride in all those they have
helped.

“We don't get everything
right. We absolutely don't
because everybody is unique
in what their needs are. We
try to use our experience
with the evidence, evidence-
based tools to get people
what they need,” she said.

Relapse is considered a
normal part of the addiction
treatment process, and Dvo-
rak said she doesn’t expect
everyone to get it right the
first time.

“I believe in my heart that
anyone can change. I believe
that when the seeds are

planted, it might stay dor-
mant for a year, for two
months, for six days, for 10
years — but that seed is still
there,” she said.

Appetite for
rehabilitation

With the state dropping
$650 million on a new facili-
ty, it’s unlikely that South
Dakota lawmakers will
stomach another prison for a
long time to come. Efforts to
reduce recidivism in the
coming years will likely see
more support than ever.

Grove, who voted in fa-
vor of the new prison, said
she’s going to push for more
reforms in the upcoming leg-
islative session. The gover-
nor’s task force on rehabili-
tation could help if it has the
right people on it, she said.

And she’s optimistic that
rehabilitation programs will
improve in the coming
years.

“What’s exciting is that
we appear to have an ap-
petite in South Dakota for
that now,” Grove said.

This story was produced
by South Dakota News
Watch, an independent, non-
profit organization. Read
more stories and donate at
sdnewswatch.org and sign
up for an email to get stories
when they're published.
Contact statehouse inves-
tigative reporter Kevin Kil-
lough at kevin.killough@sd-
newswatch.org.

With prison approved, attention turns to recidivism
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