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   ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
HAVING A GARAGE SALE 
OR MULTI-FAMILY YARD 
SALE? ADVERTISE IT IN 
THE  TRADER  CLASSI-
FIEDS & GET THE WORD 
OUT!!! CALL 605-673-2217      
HELP WANTED: 
THE CITY OF HILL CITY IS 
ACCEPTING applications 
for a proactive, motivated 
Maintenance Worker. This 
full-time, benefit-eligible 
position includes health, 
dental, vision, and retire-
ment benefits. Starting 
wage is $19.00/hour. 
Closing date: Open until 
filled. EOE. To obtain an 
application and full job 
description, inquire at City 
Hall, 243 Deerfield Road, 
online at www.hillcitysd.org, 
or call (605) 574-2300. 
Maintenance Position: The 
City of Hill City is accepting 
applications from motivated, 
high-energy individuals for 
the opportunity to join the 
public works team. The 
team collaborates to provide 
Hill City with safe and clean 
drinking water, functional 
sanitary sewer services, 
and well-maintained streets. 
Public works staff responsi-
bilities include building, 
vehicle, and equipment 
upkeep; repair, mainte-
nance, and quality control of 
the city’s infrastructure; and 
support for city-wide events. 
Benefits include retirement, 
health, life, vision, dental 
insurance, and paid time off. 
Training and education 
related to the city’s water 
and wastewater systems 
are also provided. Previous 
experience in construction, 
mechanical maintenance, 
engineering, HVAC, or 
heavy equipment operation 
is preferred. Wages are 
determined based on expe-
rience. To obtain an applica-
tion and full job description, 
please get in touch with City 
Hall at 243 Deerfield Road, 
visit www.hillcitysd.org, or 
call (605) 574-2300. Close 
date: Open until filled. EOE. 

         139 45c 

CUSTER COUNTY IS HIR-
ING FOR A FULL-TIME 
Emergency Dispatcher in 
our 9-1-1 Communications 
Center. This position is 

responsible for receiving 
and dispatching emergency 
and non-emergency calls 
for law enforcement, fire, 
EMS, and other agencies, 
while maintaining profes-
sional composure in high-
pressure situations. The 
role requires operating radio 
and computer systems, doc-
umenting all activity in the 
CAD system, and coordinat-
ing with multiple public safe-
ty agencies. Applicants 
must be 18+, a U.S. citizen, 
hold or be able to obtain a 
valid South Dakota driver’s 
license, have a high school 
diploma or GED, no felony 
convictions, and be able to 
pass a background check. 
Applicants must complete 
the South Dakota 911 Basic 
Course within one year of 
hire and be willing to work 
all shifts, including nights, 
weekends, and holidays. 
Starting pay is $21.71/hour 
(non-certified) or 
$22.65/hour if currently or 
upon becoming South 
Dakota certified, with a 
$1.00/hour shift differential 
for hours worked 6 PM–6 
AM. Custer County offers 
paid holidays, vacation, sick 
leave, health insurance, 
optional dental, vision, life 
insurance, and SDRS retire-
ment with 6% county match. 
If you wish to apply, visit 
www.custercountysd.com/e
mployment or contact 
Amber Maidens, HR 
Director, at 605-673-8134 or 
amaidens@custercoun-
tysd.com. Applications 
accepted until position is 
filled. Custer County is an 
Equal Opportunity 
Employer.          137 46c 

OUTLAW RANCH IS 
LOOKING FOR A part-time 
assistant cook/baker. Our 
beautiful space offers a wel-
coming working environ-
ment. Experience preferred, 
will train. Pay DOE. Hours 
for this position vary 
throughout the year, as we 
host a wide variety of 
retreats from August-April, 
and we host summer camps 
for ten weeks from late May 
through July. Please call 
Jamie at 605-673-4040 for 
more details.          135 44c 
PETS AND SUPPLIES 

FOR FREE: A gray cat, 13 
years old needs a good 
home. He’s a bully to other 
animals. Accessories avail-
able upon request. 605-673-
5589.          138 43 
AUTO PARTS/REPAIR 
2002 EXPLORER SPORT: 
4WD, leather, new tires, 
shocks, battery, 129,000 
miles. $5,500 OBO. 605-
517-9818.          141 44p 
FOR RENT: 
FOR MONTH TO MONTH-
RENT IN HILL CITY. 
Completely furnished, 3 
BDRM, 2 bath seasonal 
vacation home. Available 
into April/May 2026. 
Includes washer/dryer & 
all utilities,  high speed 
Wi-Fi and cable. Call Vic at 
605-209-3963.            123 37tfn 
TWO BED, ONE BATH 
clean modern trailer, 
Keystone. No pets. 
$900/month plus utilities. 
Text 605-391-8413.       73  tfnc 

THREE BEDROOM, ONE 
BATH, clean, modern trail-
er. Keystone. No pets. 
$1,000/month plus utilities. 
Text 605-391-8413.        74  tfnc  

ATTRACTIVE, MODERN one 
and two bedroom apartments, 
central Custer. Laundry, 
cable TV, competitive rates. 
605-591-9397            2 1tf 

LONG TERM RV SITES 
AVAILABLE! Close to 
Custer. Borders Forest 
Service land. Tiny homes 
may be considered. 605-
673-4701.                     4 1tfn 
BUSINESS SPACE: 
OFFICE SPACE FOR 
RENT. Spacious. Pleasant 
atmosphere. Great location. 
Off-road parking. 605-673-
1531.          140 44tfn 

SHOP SPACE AVAILABLE   
at the Old World Plaza on 
Main Street, Hill City. Call 
605-574-4635.          136 42tfn 

HUGE OPPORTUNITY IN 
A SMALL SPACE FOR 
RENT on Main Street in 
Hill City. Approximately 
750-square feet. Food 
service qualified (former 
ice cream/antique shops). 
Available immediately. 
NOW IS THE TIME. 
Contact Vic 605-209-3963.         

          45 36tfn 
STORAGE UNITS TO RENT 
COVERED STORAGE - 
RV,  ATV,  Boa ts .  A t  

P len ty  S ta r  Ranch .  
25991  Hwy.  385 ,  
Custer.  Month ly /annu-
a l  r a tes .  Twe lve - foo t  
ta l l  ent rance.  Cal l  Isa 
Ki rk  a t  605-440-2233.               

                 11  1tf 

AVAILABLE NOW! 10x20 
s to rage  un i t s .  New 
Const ruct ion.  Close to  
Custer.  605-673-4701.     

       10  1tf 

AFFORDABLE STORAGE: 
9x9 and 10x21 uni ts .  
Cement floors and solid 
walls. RV Parking Available 
$25 per month. 605-673-
4646.            5 1tf 

SUNSHINE STORAGE: 
Annual or monthly rentals, 
4 convenient locations. Call 
Teresa at 673-1025.        6 1tf 

BUCKHORN STORAGE: 
5x10, 10x10, 10x20. 673-
5050.             7 1tf  

ADS WANTED: CLASSI-
FIED ADS WORK! Fill 
out the form on this page 
if you are having a 
garage sale, if you are 
selling an automobile or 
if your business is hir-
ing.If you are rentaing a 
lot, office space or 

house, a classified ad 
with us goes in print and 
online! Stop by or call 
605-673-2217. 

MISCELLANEOUS: 
WE BUY HOUSES FOR 
CASH AS-IS! No repairs. 
No fuss. Any condition. 
Easy process: Call, get 
cash offer and get paid. 
Call today for your fair 
cash offer: 1-605-601-
9373 

BATH & SHOWER 
UPDATES in as little as 
ONE DAY! Affordable 
prices - No payments for 
18 months! Lifetime war-
ranty & professional 
installs. Senior & Military 
Discounts available. 
Call: 1-877-754-0067 

NOTICES: 
ADVERTISE IN NEWS-
PAPERS statewide for 
only $150.00. Put the 
South Dakota Statewide 
Classifieds Network to 
work for you today! (25 
words for $150. Each 
additional word $5.) Call 
this newspaper or 800-
658-3697 for details.
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FINANCIAL ADVISOR

REAL ESTATEAUTO DETAILING

ACCOUNTING

We Do Repairs, 
Restretches on 

Flooring

FIREARMS - BUY • SALE • TRADE

Rent this 
space! 

Only $11.00 a week 
(minimum three month commitment) 

673-2217

Rent this 
space! 

Only $11.00 a week 
(minimum three month commitment) 

673-2217

Rent this 
space! 

Only  
$22.00 a 

week 
(minimum three month 

commitment) 

673-2217

Rent this 
space! 

Only  
$22.00 a 

week 
(minimum three month 

commitment) 

673-2217

Rent this 
space! 

Only $11.00 a week 
(minimum three month commitment) 

673-2217

Rent this 
space! 

Only $11.00 a week 
(minimum three month commitment) 

673-2217

Rent this 
space! 

Only $11.00 a week 
(minimum three month commitment) 

673-2217

Rent this 
space! 

Only $11.00 a week 
(minimum three month commitment) 

673-2217



HEY RETAIL BUSINESS OWNERS!!! THIS IS AN INCREDIBLE OPPORTUNITY TO ADVERTISE!!!

SHOP THE BLACK HILLS! SHOP THE BLACK HILLS! 
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Igloo bunker residents file class-action lawsuit against owner
By Bart Pfankuch 
South Dakota News Watch 

 
A new class-action law-

suit, if successful, could re-
quire the California owner of 
former military munitions 
bunkers near Edgemont to 
pay more than $17 million to 
people who rent the so-
called igloos for use as 
homes or shelters to protect 
them in the case of a global 
catastrophe. 

The lawsuit filed in Fall 
River County Circuit Court 
alleges on a basic level that 
Vivos xPoint Investment 
Group, the owner of the 
Vivos xPoint bunker com-
plex, uses an illegal lease 
that is unenforceable and vi-
olates the rights of the 
bunker residents. 

The lawsuit is similar in 
its claims to an earlier case 
filed by an individual former 
resident of the Vivos com-
plex that challenged the le-
gality of the bunker lease. 
That claim was upheld by a 
circuit court judge but has 
been appealed by the com-
plex owner and is awaiting a 
hearing before the South 
Dakota Supreme Court. 

The new lawsuit also al-
leges that the investment 
group made “deceptive and 
misleading statements” by 
promising to provide numer-
ous amenities at the bunker 
complex, most of which 
have never been built. It 
seeks a return of all money 
paid to Vivos by more than 
150 tenants. 
Where weapons once sat, 

people now live 
The Vivos xPoint com-

munity includes hundreds of 
above-ground, earth-covered 
concrete bunkers that were 
used by the U.S. military 
from 1942 to 1967 to store 
conventional and chemical 
munitions in a town once 
known as Igloo. 

A large portion of the for-
mer Black Hills Army Depot 
munitions facility was pur-
chased and developed in 
2016 by California business-
man Robert Vicino. The 
2,200-square-foot bunkers 
are now rented as resi-
dences, mostly to survival-
ists, or “preppers,” who want 
to live off the grid and be po-
sitioned to survive a global 
catastrophe. 

According to prior report-
ing by News Watch, the resi-
dential community located 
on windswept prairie land 
eight miles south of Edge-
mont has been beset by con-
flicts between residents and 
employees, numerous law-
suits, several complaints to 

the state attorney general’s 
office and a near-fatal shoot-
ing of a complex employee 
by a tenant in 2024. 

After a grand jury review, 
the tenant was not charged. 

News Watch interviewed 
more than a dozen people, 
reviewed hundreds of pages 
of court records, examined 
emails and internal Vivos 
communications, filed three 
open-records requests and 
visited the Vivos site to un-
derstand the unrest that ex-
ists within the community. 

Records in the South 
Dakota Secretary of State's 
office show the investment 
group is licensed to Vicino. 
He is also the owner of a 
parent company called Vivos 
Group, which states on its 
Vivos Global Shelter Net-
work website that it provides 
access to bunker complexes 
in South Dakota as well as at 
other sites in the U.S. and 
Europe. 

Vicino did not return a 
call from News Watch seek-
ing comment, and his attor-
ney, Eric Schlimgen of 
Spearfish, also did not return 
calls or an email seeking 
comment. 

In a prior interview, Vici-
no told News Watch that 
those who complain at Vivos 
xPoint are “bad apples” and 
that most tenants are happy 
with their treatment. 

Lease signed by tenants 
at heart of lawsuits 

People who live in the 
bunkers or have them ready 
to occupy do not buy them 

outright. Instead, they pay an 
upfront fee of up to $55,000 
and sign a 99-year lease that 
governs the landlord-tenant 
relationship. 

The 14-page lease and an 
accompanying long list of 
community rules became the 
subject of lawsuits after they 
were used as the basis to 
evict several bunker resi-
dents who then lost the right 
to occupy the bunkers de-
spite paying the upfront fees 
and a monthly service fee. 

The lease requires tenants 
to use their own money to 
make the bunkers habitable, 
including installing basic 
utilities. 

The lease then allows 
Vivos to evict tenants while 
retaining the value of those 
improvements, said J. Scott 
James, a Custer attorney rep-
resenting plaintiffs. 

James previously told 
News Watch that Vivos finds 
ways to evict tenants and 
then re-leases their bunkers 
with a requirement that new 
tenants still pay the upfront 
and monthly fees. 

James said the class-ac-
tion lawsuit is a natural pro-
gression in the legal claims 
against Vivos xPoint, so far 
upheld in court, that now 
makes it possible for all 
bunker renters to seek finan-
cial remedies. 

The case was filed prior 
to the ruling by the Supreme 
Court on the first case be-
cause Scott said tenants told 
him that the complex owner-
ship was offering or was 

about to offer tenants a new 
lease that would have re-
duced or eliminated their 
rights to sue. 

Just as in the case before 
the Supreme Court, the 
class-action lawsuit argues 
that the Vivos lease is illegal 
because it is “illusory,” a le-
gal term that essentially 
means the complex owner-
ship can change the contract 
at any time without consid-
eration or approval of the 
tenants. 

“The unfettered ability of 
Vivos to unilaterally change 
material provisions of the 
lease, as well as the ability to 
evict (tenants) ... makes the 
lease illusory, unlawful and 
unenforceable,” the lawsuit 
states. 

The case makes a further 
separate argument that the 
lease is invalid because it 
does not comply with a 
South Dakota law that re-
quires landlords to provide 
basic utilities, services and 
upkeep. 

The existing lease, which 
requires tenants to install 
their own electricity, water, 
plumbing, sewer and com-
munication services, would 
therefore be illegal under 
state law, James said. 
Amenities promised but 

not provided 
The new lawsuit also 

raises consumer protection 
arguments in that Vivos has 
failed to follow through on 
promises made to tenants be-
fore they signed the lease, 
James said. 

“The way Vivos market-
ed this development and 
these bunkers to these folks 
contained a lot of deceptive 
material, and so they were 
made a lot of promises,” he 
said. “People were given 
tours and told that there’s a 
medical facility, and there's 
not a medical facility. They 
were told, 'You're going to 
get a gymnasium and a laun-
dry, and all this kind of stuff 
is going to happen.’” 

James said none of those 
amenities have been provid-
ed, even several years after 
the promises were made. He 
added that trash pickup, se-
curity services and road 
maintenance have been spot-
ty over the years. 

The new lawsuit was 
filed Sept. 16 on behalf of 
six people who leased 
bunkers in the complex, in-
cluding two who live there 
and four others who live 
elsewhere but lease a bunker 
to be ready if needed. 

If class-action status is 
granted, as many as 150 
bunker lessees would qualify 
for settlement money unless 
they specifically opt out, 
James said. 

He said that as word of a 
possible class-action case 
spread through the Vivos 
complex, he has already 
heard from more than 40 

tenants interested in know-
ing more about it. 

Millions in remedies 
sought for tenants 

The lawsuit seeks a return 
of all money paid to Vivos 
by tenants, including the up-
front lease fees ranging from 
$25,000 to $55,000 per ten-
ant, the money tenants spent 
on improving the bunkers to 
make them habitable and the 
monthly common area 
amenity fees. It also calls for 
payment of attorney fees and 
possible punitive damages. 

After doing a rough cal-
culation, James estimated 
Vivos could have to pay the 
tenants more than $17 mil-
lion if the lawsuit is upheld, 
which would be in addition 
to any attorney fees or dam-
ages. 

If Vivos cannot pay, the 
lawsuit contends that the 
tenants would then be al-
lowed to take ownership of 
the leased bunkers and land 
beneath them, James said. 

This story was produced 
by South Dakota News 
Watch, an independent, non-
profit organization. Read 
more stories and donate at 
sdnewswatch.org and sign 
up for an email to get stories 
when they're published. 
Contact Bart Pfankuch at 
bart.pfankuch@sd-
newswatch.org.

TO PLACE AN AD CALL KATE AT 
605-440-1248 
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