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HOT SPRINGS CONCERT SERIES — Dan

Miller's

Americoustic series is the second concert in the Hot

Springs Concert Series, set to toke plac
7 p.m. af the Mueller Civic Cenfer in Hot

Oct. 14 at

o next Tuesday,

Springs. For over 20 years, award-winning felevision
host Dan Miller has brought his unique brand of music,
humaor, western history and poetry to gudiences from

around the globe. [Submitted

]
THE RIDGE

LONG TERM RV SITES
——— 605-673-2720 ——
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Thanks for saying
you saw

it in the Western
Trader!

he Week

Meet Muffinsg! She is an
Irish Walfhound
Shepherd mix that has
been spayed and is
current on shots. Mutfins

¢ s a very sweet girl who

Wou

BROUGH

SOUTHERN
HILLS

ANIMAL

CLINIC

is just looking for
sameone to give her lots
of attention. She would
be a good companion for
camping ar hiking or
other outdoaor activity.

ngs are a'-'ai':ahrll-a for adoption at the

in Hu

I T0 YOU BY

Mon-Sat: 8:30am - 5:00pm

Saturday 8:30 am - Noon - Sun: Closed

12478 US Hwy 16A, Custer, SD 57730  (605) 673-4996
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EXPERIENCE MATTERS
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605-673-2629 T RAES ¥

Serving the Black Hills Area ' |

[

for 100 years

WANT THE CHARM OF A CABIN IN THE WOODS BUT WITHOUT
GIVING UP GGNVENIEHGE? 'nl'l.lulr:.r:.-rne 1o 1F‘1 B-uut Hill Road—a

6"3-11?? for further iniurmatlan m‘ tu '.rlew MLS#EEZSQ $535,500

deadlines
are
Friday hy
o pm
for the
following
weeks’
Wednesday
paper
edition!
Thank You.

QOctober is Domestic Violence Awareness Month

Every 8 seconds a woman is beaten by someone who says he loves her.
Every 2 hours a woman is killed by someone who says he loves her.

Join us in Hot Springs for a

Walk Against Violence

Thursday, October;

Y

Vi

5:15 p.m. * Starting at Hot ¢ "”—'E.P'}"‘Ll.l-i"‘.]n -::pL

ending at Kidney Springs fol

OWE

Candlelight Vigily

Pleaze Lﬁaﬂ_mnd light a candle to show support for survivers andiloyedlenesmiio
arevictims and the women who die ew ery day of domesticpinlencey

Vigil will start right after the Walk A gains Violence

for W.E.A.V.E.

(Women Escaping A Violent Environment)

-
Domicstic

25 years and
died in April,
1 1983,

o Kathyiendured

Catherine
Tornguist

Violenee overf

IR CODE TO
EE THIS WEEK
EATUREL

PHITO Lill'a[-':J.[I':'!-'-.'

Julie Doncheske
murdered by her
ex-boyfriend

-
|eft Starm
805-673-1518

s5ior miBowir. Tet

Ron Bradeen
805-381-2629

roni@bradesraucton.con

(=]

12257 EAGLE RIDGE DRIVE - DISCOVER THIS STUN-
MING, NEWLY BUILT 2-BEDROOM, 2-bath home nestled
- |on a beautiful 3.16 acre lot just minutes from downtown
Custer. With 1,478 sq. ft. of living space and an incradible
1,802 sq. ft. garage, thera's ampla room for your motorhome,
ATWs, and all your outdoor toys, The garage even includes
a cozy sitting area— perfect for relaxing or entertaining. In-
side, you'll love the open floor plan and the panoramic views
from every window. High-end finishes include clear vertical
grain fir cabinetry, doors, and frim, granite countertops, and
a premium Sub-Zero Wolf range in the kitchen. Step outside
to a covered patio, ideal for watching the local wildlife and
soaking in the pe ul surroundings. The property features
a scenic mix of Ponderosa Pine and ¢ meadow, creating
a true Black Hills retreat. Located close to all the top attrac-
tions, restaurants, and outdoor adventures, the area has to
offer—this is mountain living at its best! MLS# 86227
$849,000 Call or text Carol 605-440-0466 for more infor-
mation.
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To ensure publication, ads must be
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SATURDAY & w.of_,#,

October 11th, 2025
AT THE CUSTER BEACON

TOP 3 PERFORMANCES WIN CUSTER CASHI

MEW! United Way Showmanship Award: For the performance
that brings the most heart, creativity, and crowd-pleasing flair!|

“For more Information,
please contact

Lorl Burnham:
605-440-1884

Fun begins at 6pm * Lip Sync Battle starts at 7pm
Silent and Live Auction: Everyone can participate!

BRING CASH FOR 50/50 RAFFLE AND TEAM VOTING
CASH, CHECK, AND CREDIT CARDS WILL BE ACCEPTED
*FREE WILL DONATION ADMISSION!*

EVENT SPONSORED BY: SN

COLD SPRING TRAIL

« 4 ACRES - $680,000 - 2000+ 50 FT - PRINGLE, 5D
Mew 1.5 story home in new development. Expansive
covered and open decks. Loft overlooks the grandiose
main level and huge 1616 family room. Large detached
2-stall garage. Full appliance package, radiant floor
heating, mini split A/C-heat system. Borders USFS.

14 W Mt. Rushmare Rd,, Custer, SD
DestinationBlackHills.com 605-673-5885



PAGE 2  OCT. 8, 2025 « WESTERN TRADER

THANKS FOR SAYING YOU SAW IT IN THE WESTERN TRADER

605-673-2217

“Insurance without
the hassle!”

- Amy Bailey of Starr Insurance

For personalized service,
please call Starr Insurance.

P.0. Box 726, Custer SD 97730 * 605-673-3799

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

HAVING A GARAGE SALE
OR MULTI-FAMILY YARD
SALE? ADVERTISEITIN
THE TRADER CLASSI-
FIEDS & GET THE WORD
OUT!!! CALL 605-673-2217

HELP WANTED:

OUTLAW RANCH IS
LOOKING FOR A part-time
assistant cook/baker. Our
beautiful space offers a wel-
coming working environ-
ment. Experience preferred,
will train. Pay DOE. Hours
for this position vary
throughout the year, as we
host a wide variety of
retreats from August-April,
and we host summer camps
for ten weeks from late May
through July. Please call
Jamie at 605-673-4040 for
more details. 135 440

BLACK HILLS ELECTRIC
COOPERATIVE, INC.
(BHEC) is seeking applica-
tions for the position of a
1,000-hour  Right-of-Way
Technician/Line ~ Worker.
BHEC offers a team-orient-
ed working environment
with the possibility of
advancement. Verbal and
written communication skills
are essential. A valid South
Dakota driver’s license is
required. Please submit
resume or application to Bill
Brisk/ Manager of
Operations, Black Hills
Electric Cooperative, Inc.,
P.O. Box 792, Custer, SD
57730-0792. BHEC is an
Equal Opportunity
Employer. Applications will
be accepted until position is
filled. 128 41c

AUTUMN FALLING
PRICES! ALL ITEMS DIS-
COUNTED at Back Alley
Bargains 101 Pine Ave Hill
City (directly behind Super 8
Hotel) Saturdays 10 AM
Until 4 PM - Free Coffee and
Cookies! 119 36t

HUGE TOOL/GARAGE
SALE! 23848 Whaley Lane,
Rapid City. North of Hill City.
Tools, camper items, stereo,
household, TOOLS!
Saturday 10/11 9am-4pm.
Sunday 10/12 9am-2pm.

129 41p

GARAGE SALE - cusTter

MULTI-FAMILY RUMMAGE
SALE. Saturday, October
11. 8am-1pm.
Miscellaneous household
items, pair of antique desks,
holiday decor, Winterberry
dishes, much more. 253
Boot Hill Road, Custer. 134 a1p

AUTOS FOR SALE

2008 FORD PICKUP F-150,
with seven and a half foot
Meyer plow. In good shape.
Low miles. 605-745-4338.

FOR LEASE: p

TWO BEDROOM, 2 BATH
TOWNHOMES with one-car
attached garage located on
Bluebell Lane in Stone Hill
of Custer subdivision Lease
includes lawn care, snow
removal and basic cable.
Lease amounts start at
$1,445.00, plus utilities, one
year signed lease. Deposit
and credit check required.
Please call Jan Wilson at
605-440-0434 for showings.

132 40tfn
FOR RENT:

CUSTER COUNTY IS
SEEKING A FULL-TIME
DEPUTY AUDITOR Il to join
the Auditor’s Office, offering
steady weekday hours, paid
leave, and a full benefits
package. This role involves
supporting elections, voter
registration, County
Commissioners, office
administration, and financial
tasks, making it ideal for
detail-oriented and organ-
ized individuals who enjoy
public service. The position
is Monday-Friday, 8:00
AM-5:00 PM, with occa-
sional evenings during elec-
tion periods, and starts at
$17.77 per hour.
Applications are available at
www.custercountysd.com/e
mployment or through the
Custer County Human
Resources Office, and will
be accepted until the posi-
tion is filled.

GARAGE SALE - HiLL cITY

133 43¢

FOR MONTH TO MONTH-
RENT IN HILL CITY.
Comnlletely furnished, 3
BDRM, 2 bath seasonal
vacation home. Available
into  April/May 2026.
Includes washer/dryer &
all utilities, high speed
Wi-Fi and cable. Call Vic at
605-209-3963. 123 37tfn

FOR RENT: 3 BEDROOM 1
BATH mobile home 4 miles
west on Hwy 16, $1,250 per
month includes, large lot,
10'x20' storage shed, water,
sewer, & garbage; Available
15 September; call Richard
605 673-2587. 121 41c

TWO BED, ONE BATH
clean modern trailer,
Keystone. No pets.
$900/month plus utilities.
Text 605-391-8413. 73 tinc
THREE BEDROOM, ONE
BATH, clean, modern trail-
er. Keystone. No pets.
$1,000/month plus utilities.
Text 605-391-8413. 74 tino

605-673-2217

522 Mt. Rushmore Rd.

DEADLINE: ERROR RESPONSIBILITY:

Friday at 5 p.m. Customers are asked to check thelr ad
PRICE: immediately after publication and

$10.00 for 15 words, report at once any error found.

15¢Avord aver that Claims for adjustment should be made
PAYMENT: at that time. The newspaper Is responsible

for an incorrect ad only the first time it runs,

so check your ad carefully.

Southern Hills Glassifieds

BRINGING BUYERS & SELLERS TOGETHER

ATTRACTIVE, MODERN one Disabilities Act (ADA), Easy process: Call, get
and two bedroom apartments, Bl South Dakota - should contact the cash offer and get paid.
central Custer. Laundry, EMg4atawide™® SDDOT ADA Coordinator Call today for your fair
cable TV, competitive rates. 1l ; B (505-773-3540) two busi- cash offer: 1-605-601-
605-591-9397 2w WM Classifieds W |\ .. .5 prior to the 9373

LONG TERM RV SITES P meeting i order t0 paATH & SHOWER
AVAILABLE! Close to AGRIGULTURE: ensure accommodations yppATES in as little as
Custer. Borders Forest are available. For any in- qNE  pAyl  Affordable

Service land. Tiny homes
may be considered. 605-
673-4701.

BUSINESS SPACE:

HUGE OPPORTUNITY IN
A SMALL SPACE FOR
RENT on Main Street in
Hill City. Approximately
750-square feet. Food

4 1tfn

ATTENTION FARMERS
seeing white mold in your
fields? Noticing SDS?
Share your location and
enter to win FREE soy-
bean seeds for 2026.
Call Emily 605/290-8383

ANNOUNCMENTS:

STATEWIDE ATP PUB-
LIC MEETINGS: South

person meeting, notice is
further given to individu-
als with disabilities that
the meeting is being held
in a physically accessible
location. Cost to publish:
$2,240.00.

FOR SALE:

HOUSE FOR SALE in
Gettysburg. Great hunt-

prices - No payments for
18 months! Lifetime war-
ranty & professional
installs. Senior & Military
Discounts available.
Call: 1-877-754-0067

STOP OVERPAYING
FOR HEALTH INSUR-
ANCE! Reduce premi-
ums and out-of-pocket

service qualified (former pakota Department of ing getaway. 75’x140’ lot, costs while getting the
ice cream/antique Shops). Transportation is devel- 2 pedroom, 1 bath, coverage you need! Call
Available  immediately. oping a Statewide Active $50,000, will consider now for a competitive
NOW IS THE TIME. Transportation Plan offers. Call/text Bill free quote. 1-877-906-
Contact Vic 605-209-3963.  (ATP). The Study Areas Fischer 605-769-2004. 0290. Plus... Income

45 36tfn

STORAGE UNITS TO RENT
COVERED STORAGE -
RV, ATV, Boats. At
Plenty Star Ranch.
25991 Hwy. 385,
Custer. Monthly/annu-
al rates. Twelve-foot
tall entrance. Call Isa
Kirk at 605-440-2233.

11 1tf
AVAILABLE NOW! 10x20
storage units. New
Construction. Close to
Custer. 605-673-4701.

10 1tf
AFFORDABLE STORAGE:

9x9 and 10x21 units.
Cement floors and solid

walls. RV Parking Available SDDOT ~ Rapid  City LA _ _ _
$25 per month. 605-673- Region  Office, 2300 | This position is responsible for the leadership, coordina-
4646. s EgQlin St.; Pierre — 5:30 | tion, and strategic development of all specialty services

SUNSHINE STORAGE:

Annual or monthly rentals, ;
4 convenient Ioca&/ons. Call greon;ga\ll\llayOfflc;ev,e 700Th§ ments and internal specialty providers. The Director will
Teresa at 673-1025. st opportunity to present | €nsure operational excellence, drive growth through the

BUCKHORN STORAGE:
5x10, 10x10, 10x20. 673-
5050. 7 1t

ADS WANTED: CLASSI-
FIED ADS WORK! Fill
out the form on this page

if you are having a j,oorson. For  more GREATbeneﬁtspackageinchjrdfngHea_ﬁh with both F_SA

garage sale, if you are j¢o-nation and how to and H5A accounts, Dental, Vision, Retirement, and Life

selling an automobile or 5 icipate virtually, | Insurance coverages, as well as a generous Paid Time Off
if your business is hir- po55e visit: and Short Term Disability Leave accrual policy.

ing.If you are rentaing a
lot, office space or
house, a classified ad
with us goes in print and
online! Stop by or call
605-673-2217.

include all the State of
South Dakota Highway
Rights of Way. Public
Meeting Open House
Locations: Aberdeen -
5:30 P.M. CDT, Tuesday
Oct. 14, 2025 — Best
Western Ramkota Hotel,
1400 8th Ave. NW;
Mitchell — 5:30 P.M. CDT,
Wednesday, Oct. 15,
2025 — SDDOT Mitchell
Region Office, 1300 S
Ohlman St.; Sioux Falls —
5:30 P.M. CDT, Thursday,
Oct 16, 2025 — Siouxland
Libraries Downtown, 200
N Dakota Ave.; Rapid
City — 5:30 P.M. MST,
Tuesday, Nov. 4, 2025 —

P.M. CST, Wednesday,
Nov. 5 2025 - SDDOT

written comments will be
made available at public
meetings and can be
made on the project
webpage and will be
accepted through Friday,
Nov. 14. Meetings will be

https://isginc.myso-
cialpinpoint.com/sddot-
active-transportation-
plan. Individuals needing
assistance, pursuant to
the  Americans  with

Pics on Zillow.com

LAND:.

IN SEARCH OF PAS-
TURE for 50-300 Pairs.
5th  Generation, SD,
ranchers looking to
expand. Long term lease
preferred but would con-
sider short term. Call
(605)690-1997

MISCELLANEOQUS:.

WE BUY HOUSES FOR
CASH AS-IS! No repairs.
No fuss. Any condition.

based government subsi-
dies are available for
those that qualify!

NOTICES:.

ADVERTISE IN NEWS-
PAPERS statewide for
only $150.00. Put the
South Dakota Statewide
Classifieds Network to
work for you today! (25
words for $150. Each
additional word $5.) Call
this newspaper or 800-
658-3697 for details.

Full Time Position Open in Mobridge for
Specialty Clinic Director

-~ Mobridge
( Regional Hospital
and Clinkcs_,

offered by the hospital. This includes both external
specialists operating under professional service agree-

addition of new specialties and services, and maintain
a strong focus on quality, patient experience, and finan-
cial performance. Minimum Qualifications - Bachelor's
degree in healthcare administration, business, or related
field (Master's preferred), 3-5 years of experience in
clinic or healthcare service line management.

Far complefe jof deseriphan and to apaly, go fo
www.mobri

Questions? Call Keri: 605.845.8171
Wages will depend upon education and experience,

Thig inatfurion iz & egual opporfesiy provicer snd emplayer

l.org

Classified Ad Form - Deadline + 5 p.m. Friday

[ n Like us on Follow us on u b
3 eaceBaox | iTER 4
Three RV Sites Avallable

Monthly * Full RV Hook-ups

Available Sept. 2025 through April 2026
Two 50 amp & one 30 amp available
Electric, Water, Sewer » $750/month

Plenty Star Ranch
25991 U.S. Hwy. 385, Custer = 605-440-2233

WANTED

< GREAT smr-m

CALAMITY JAHE )
e KITEHEN ki

ﬂmgp

Cooks, waitresses, baristas
Year-round positions!
Call 605-673-2269 or
970-988-5329

Custer, SD

Classified Ad Category List Date
Circle One
Announcemants Horsas, Livestock Mame
Antigues Lawn and Garden
Appliancas Lost and Found Address
Arts and Crafis Misc. far Sale
Autos for Sale Mabile Homes
Auto Parts, Aepair Motareycles
Boals Parsonal
Business Opportunity Fets and Supplies FPhone
Child Care Phatography
Computers Real Estate Insertion Dates:
Farm and Ranch Rec. Vehicles
Firewoad Renlals
Flea Markeats Senvices
Fumiture Sporting Goods
Garage Sales - Wanted
Help Wanted Other

DIRECTTOMNS: Write vour ad below, sne word per line. Remember, make sure vour ad includes 3 phone number. Garage Sale
ads need to include date, time, location and divections (if your lecation is difficult to find).

1 3 L 7
4 10 12 13 14
15 $10.00 16 810,15 17 $10.30 16 §10.45 19 $10.60 20 $10.75 21 $10.90
22 511.05 23 $11.20 24 $11.35 25 &11.50 26 811.65 27 $11.80 28 $11.95
2981210 S0 $12.25 31 812.40 32 $12.55 33 81270 34 512 .85 35 &13.00
3641315 37 813.30 36 513.45 39 513.60 40 813.75 41 $13.90 42 514.05
43 514,20 44 $14.38 45 $14.50 46 514.65 47 $14.80 448 814.95 49 H15.10
Rur my ad Waeks x § =5 BUId Type
Credit Card/Silling Charge + $-| 00 Extra
Total
Paid & Cash Check #
Credil Cand/Exp. Date Mo.

-
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“Business and Professional Directory

Y OUR GUIDE TO SOUTHERN Hi1.Ls BUSINESSES

ELECTRICAL SERVICE CONSTRUCTION EYE DOCTOR FLOORING
Freeman’s Electric PR . § : .
Service Inc, | 1alley Construction| (&), Premier N Yeamaon | Rent this
: A s orti Tanle —FAMILY EYECARE— g .
Serving the Custer Area "E'lrt "l;‘v ork .}E:CPE‘E 11 ﬂg_l\h 322 Mt. Rushmore Rd. - Custer ' Flooring Space:
FREE Estimates vaterlines o hoad Lrading | Walk-ins & New Patients Welcome 4 s
24 Hour Answering Service | Dump Truck Service 673-2716  Shanklins) o, $11.00 a week
Your Call — Our Command FREE Estimates * 574-2155 | www.visionsource-custer.com |, (Off America Center Rd) m'"'m”gh?rg mgg fi’;m'tmem)
Custer — 673-3701 Reasonable Rates Vision Source! Custer » 605-673-2099
FINANCIAL WATER WELL DRILLING GRAVEL
Jim Meyer, AAMS*® /4 Jou irading i
Financial Planner }W “LEK%EgFE?IIE%IjISHIG INC. gciﬁ;;rn E}mlfmfl Rent thls
39 N. 4th Street FREEDOM HILLS | info@alexanderdrillinginc.com | zoek & mmff s Wl space!
_| Custer, SD WF_m TH MANAGEMENT 'Eﬂl&f_'ﬂﬂg ﬂr;illiﬂu g o Commercial * Residential
41 57730 e || Delivery Available only $11.00 a week

Membsar FINRASIPC

Lonny Schramm  605-745-3066

(minimum three month commitment)

,"‘:u‘: :“:.3“.,.::5.. ,,m RESIDENTIAL = WMMEHIH . IUUSTIHAL Argyle, SD Cell 545-1160
) 6056732367  www.freedomhillswm.com | WWW.alexanderdrillinginc.com | #ece 2o gRock the Fouthern ftills! 673-2217
m . DOMESTIC VIOLENCE HELP VETERINARIAN ELECTRICIAN
Russ Rent th:S W.E.A.V.E. Fall River Carr Electric Co. LLC
Women Ezcaring A VIOLENT EMVIROHMENT 1 1113
jOh I'ISDI'I sPace F.0. Box 729 Custer County V'Eterlnﬂ[y Cllnlﬂ 25 Years Free
. 1 1 00 Custer, SD 57730 @ Sherift HOT SPRINGS of ' | Estimates
COnStrUCt"}n Only $ a week 673-8176 Mon.~Sat. 8am-5pm experience
(minimun three month commitment)  24-Hour Crisis Line B Wed. Bam-8pm - 605-745-3786 _
605-574-2881 673-2217 673-HELP (4357) =/ | Emergency  605-745-3786 Licensed * Insured * Bonded
Toll Free: 1-800-424-3574 Dustin Brown, OVM = Kayla Brown, DV 605 _670_0996

GRAVEL _ ELECTRICIAN

BLACK HILLg | Iron Mountain Electric, LL.C

BUILDER

* Residential Construction |
* Construction Management |

. i Commercial * Residential * Farm & Rm'.h
* Site DE‘E’E]D]JI]IEIII Gnn“EL Licensed 8¢ Insured Electricians, LOCALLY owned & operated in
26248 Iﬁllmle H‘sllljn Road b f MOUR, . Custer County since 2010 » Specializing in new custom homes, site
Paul - 605-440-1201 ] L L : development & consultation = Skid steer 8¢ Mini Excavator 5|:r':'i1:c5
: Eﬂm HIMESTIONE @m 4 g *Bervin uar.c:“ iver Counties
ALPHA BUILDERS Haylee - 605-228-0943 o Gerving Custer & Ful River Coutie

Aaron Hemingway = 379 Main 5t., Pringle

CLIF : :
) 5“5'44“ 1“31 603-863- 517“ ! (0 605-673-5701 * ironminelectric@gmail.com

[ e o

iy alphabuildﬁrs net

AUTO DETAILING REAL ESTATE HANDYMAN
/j B S Amanda Carlin EVANS REPAIR .
= Appliances  Furnaces |  Rent this
SCHARFER  packaces Your Southern Black Hills Realtor Water Heaters & Service i
S s60-5200 605-440-75 87 IaAperr |  Handyman Services Space .
SCHAFFEREXPRESSAUTODETAILING. com FROPERTIES lnhn Evans l'
B LT T ICHIOE blackhillssouthernrealty@gmail.com EBQ““ Coll: 605-673 m:m Only
T T e T I'I"I-'gr':'l-_'f' "'"_f',&'ﬁp__mu" cow | Thinking of seiling? Curious to know what your land and home value are? Give me & call IIIZ::III;.: fl“.'.:_l-ﬁ'}.;i—ﬂuiiﬁ
REAL ESTATE BLASTING & CONTRACTOR PRINT/COMPUTER $22 -00 a

A-1 Drilling & Blasting prini@vectordpl.com Week
Development Blasting Residential
Ditch Lines _ Quarrigs eC @P (minimum three month

Ml i a % i~ “Serving The Entire Black Hills Area” commltment
e e605:8685584 Il 4 523{;‘:‘;‘;’;’;’;; ;‘“ Fully Insured DESIGN | PRINT | TECH
¥ sellingblackhills@gmail.comf| LoiSwboda =70 " " Shawn Stiles Your LOGAL Design & Print Shop! 673 221 7
'wner roker (1 a.ly WWW,| realtor.com MIEE “mnnis & “[HIR
e WS, ©1605.517.0785 605-578-1991 1164 Mt Rushmore Rd » Custer » 605-673-2740

WINDOWS & GLASS HEATING & COOLING

REAL ESTATE TAX PREPARER

Rapid City I : ] =
Window & Glass | 111tegrityRealty | B -
Sto :l.f:rrs f:;E * Fiterior Farip ﬂrms “Your local, knowledgeable, Real Estate Agents” 1} Re nt th Is

Bloss F‘e,.uhml.alf # fesitlentinl Windows I
Automitic foos ® Commarcil Windows Contact us today :

; space! Witt's Heating &
Mimors & Shower Doars @ Skyelitas, Sonaams 605-574-4444 or 605-391-8373 E

605-343-4999 o e Only Air Conditioning, Inc.
936 E. St. Patrick * Rapid City, SD www.landlotshomes.com $22 00 a 104 South 9th +Custer

EXCAVATING*BASEMENTS*DIRT+*GRAVEL+*SEPTIC

li‘.xpect Honest Work and Fair Prices Rent this wee k 6 73 3212

Nial : 3 | Heating and Cooling
Eag e Space: (minimum tftwree J:nonth Service and Installation

commitment)
3 - Gravel - Septic S?S’tems O”,Ly.n.r?ur] m1 Pg?nnyxne? k 673-2217 e e

' Mark Nielsen » 24890 Sylvan Lake Rd, Custer 673-2217 Gas and Oil Furnaces
605-673-4701 = Cell: 673-1519 and Boilers

HEATING & AC * CONSTRUCTION FINANCIAL ADVISOR ACCOUNTING

Custer Heallllg &A/G Rent this | biwardlones | Now Accepring
.m.,c st 5057730 space! Ivest i weythtsharos New Cizens]
Lat's map aut your future together. | Ouisourced Accounting, Payroll
HB-ET-2157 M 511,002 v =2
(minimum three month commitment) -I.-r::t i .r: - Contact Katl Rombough

673-2217 bbb ‘__y@,,. o o oo

Corusr Aszaunting, LLE

Custom
TR o e edwardjones.com kalipooor=giraccounlioe con

Designed =
Serving the STONE & LANDSCAPING FIREARMS - BUY « SALE - TRADE

for your
Southern Black Hills
e & (A9 DAKOTA STONE COMPANY R E N T T H I S
Custer, 50 = Black Dirt
K- h E Elr}uu s'ﬂ%ﬁs?;m Em} 5|k[13!ulnrs
HVAGEY Nitchensgtiy SPACE!
: : inin 5 - .
¥ by Karla B
Custer, SD 57730 JiiEH
y/ 605.580.01 873 [P only $34 a week

« Custom Design * Cement - ortar Golor+ Other Supolies | (myjnimum three month commitment)

* Competitive Pricing Gravel Hauling

By Rae kit II]nI]r Sand for Power Line Construction
www.Kitchensbykarla.com S n;‘:ﬁf:ﬁ:;;":mm, 6 73 -2 2 1 7
kitchensbykarla@gmail.com* www.bertch.com 605-574-2760

Karla Haagenson = Owner

www.custerheating.cnm

(Dnvers
BB O

Business & Professional Ads are a great way for your business to not only get noticed, but to stay in
people’s minds when they need to utilize a local business service. “Out of sight out of mind.” Let’s

face it, if you aren’t reading the Custer County Chronicle or the Hill City Prevailer at lunch on
Wednesdays or Thursdays, you are not really going to know what’s going on. People depend on us for
all local news. Advertising is also a great way to reach potential new customers/clients and to boost your

business. Come in or call 605-673-2217 and we can help. We will even build you an ad at no extra charge!
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SHOP THE BLACK HILLS!

SHOP THE BLACK HILLS!

A aGallery of Gifts Awaits!

Seven local artists, one gallery.

757 Mt. Rushmore Rd. ® Custer, SD
312.505.4592

2 column X 4 inch
color ad

for S32

(for retail business only)

S100
(normal price)

2 column X 4 inch
color ad

for S32

(for retail business only)

$S100
(normal price)

Citizens’ fight highlights tax increment financing district debate

By Kevin Killough
South Dakota News Watch

As more South Dakota
counties and cities use a
somewhat  hard-to-under-
stand method called a tax in-
crement financing district, or
TIF, to pay for public proj-
ects, scrutiny of them has in-
creased.

There were 264 active
TIFs in the state at the end of
2024, an increase of 65 from
just four years before. Typi-
cal uses include affordable
housing and infrastructure
for economic development.

Some state lawmakers
and residents are concerned
about their increased use, but
proponents say that in a low-
tax state, TIFs are a much-
needed option.

“They’re one of the few
tools in the toolbox for the
developer to get projects
built in South Dakota,” said
Doyle Estes, a Rapid City
lawyer and real estate devel-
oper.

TIF history and types

Over the past several
months, a panel of lawmak-
ers on the state’s property
tax task force have been lis-
tening to public comments
and hearing presentations
from state officials on TIFs.

At a meeting in Septem-
ber, Rep. Julie Auch, R-
Yankton, asked rhetorically
how many in the audience
could fully explain what
TIFs are and how they work.

If most people can’t un-
derstand their implications,
how can the governmental
bodies creating the districts
fully understand them, she
asked.

“We have city commis-
sioners and county commis-
sioners making decisions in
reference to tax incremental
financing, and they don’t
fully understand the concept.
And they’re putting the bur-
den on the South Dakota
taxpayer,” Auch told News
Watch.

The law authorizing mu-
nicipalities to create TIFs
was passed in 1978 as a
means to help municipalities
address blighted areas. Since
then, it’s gone beyond that
original purpose to allow
counties to set up TIFs and
to allow classifications of
TIFs that help finance other
types of projects other than

PP YOU RNOW?
All classified ads placed

in the Western Trader
are also placed
on the internet!

local infrastructure support-
ing residential areas.

Here are the four classifi-
cations of TIFs and the per-
cent of each in the state,
based on the increased prop-
erty values in 2024 from
when the TIFs were created:

Economic development
(82 percent): A district
where one or more business-
es engaged in any activity
defined as commercial or in-
dustrial. An example would
be water infrastructure serv-
icing a commercial area.

Local (10 percent): Used
for public infrastructure that
benefits the local govern-
ment, such as infrastructure
improvements for housing
that doesn’t meet the re-
quirements for affordable
housing.

Industrial (5 percent): A
district for factories, process-
ing of raw materials or
wholesale activities. Exam-
ples could be a meat pro-
cessing plant or ethanol pro-
duction facility.

Affordable housing (3
percent ): This could be used
for infrastructure improve-
ments to support housing de-
velopment or workforce
housing.

How TIFs work

When a TIF district is es-
tablished, taxes based on the
property valuation in the dis-
trict continue to go to cities,
schools and counties as nor-
mal. The projects that the
TIF pays for increases the
property values in the dis-
trict. Any taxes resulting
from that increased valua-
tion over the life of the TIF,
which is a maximum of 20
years, go to pay for the proj-
ect.

While the steps are com-
plex, the basic process goes
like this:

The city or county inter-
ested in funding a project de-
fines a geographical area
where the improvements
will be made. This is the TIF
district.

The planning commis-
sion of the county or city
creating the TIF holds public
hearings on the necessity of
the district. If the commis-
sion decides it’s needed, then

it recommends to the county
or city commission that the
TIF be created.

Once the recommenda-
tions of the planning com-
mission are accepted, the
city or county must adopt a
resolution creating the TIF,
which officially defines its
name, legal boundary and
project plan. The project
plan explains how the proj-
ect will be financed, which
can be done with special
bonds or private financing.
The project can be publicly
or privately owned, but the
costs of the project to be fi-
nanced are required to have
a public benefit. A small
fraction of TIFs go to voters
to decide.

The South Dakota De-
partment of Revenue then
certifies the assessed value
of all property within the
district when it’s created.
The taxes from this base val-
ue continue to go to the city,
school and county during the
life of the TIF.

After these costs are re-
paid — or the TIF reaches
the 20-year limit — the TIF
is dissolved. At that point,
the full property tax revenue
within the district, including
the increment value, goes to
the county to fund schools,
public safety, infrastructure
and government services.

A tale of two projects

Steve Sibson, a retired
accountant and resident of
Mitchell, raised concerns
about a TIF that town lead-
ers created in May. The city
partnered with a developer
to pay for the construction of
70 two- and three-bedroom
apartments, including garage
units, a fitness center and
coffee shop.

Sibson told News Watch
the city didn’t follow state
requirements in creating the
district.

In addition to the housing
development, the project in-
cluded the construction of a
road servicing the complex.
Sibson grew concerned be-
cause it appears to contain
two projects—one that funds
the developer for the hous-
ing project and another that
funds the city for the con-

anoessinle localion.
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struction of the road.

Sibson argued these dif-
ferent projects would create
different classification of
TIFs—an affordable housing
TIF and a local TIF. If it’s a
local TIF, the county auditor
is required to impose an ad-
ditional school levy on prop-
erty within the school dis-
trict.

Questioning
TIF oversight

Sibson argued at a May 5
city council meeting that
state law required Mitchell
to get a preliminary classifi-
cation determination from
the South Dakota Depart-
ment of Revenue prior to ap-
proving the TIF. Both the
city attorney and developer’s
attorney said the state no
longer required the prelimi-
nary determination.

However, the state does
require this step.

Kenda Baucom, market-
ing and communication spe-
cialist with the DOR, said
the City of Mitchell request-
ed a preliminary classifica-
tion determination from the
DOR, and a response was
provided in April.

Stephanie Ellwein, city
administrator for the City of
Mitchell, said Monday there
was some miscommunica-
tion between the city and the
DOR about whether the
classification was needed
prior to council approval.

While the DOR provided
the determination in April,
the project was classified as
economic development. The

o
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And call 911 immediately.

American Heart Association.

Mission:Lifeline’

project plan, however, states
that, “Should the State of
South Dakota not classify
the TIF as affordable hous-
ing, the TIF will not be final-
ized and will cease to exist.”

Ellwein said she wasn’t
sure why the TIF was ap-
proved despite the prelimi-
nary determination being
economic development.

Sibson said that he had
contacted the DOR to find
out if Mitchell was required
to get the preliminary deter-
mination and what could be
done if the city had not. He
said he was told that
Mitchell has a lot of TIFs,
and he could pursue a refer-
endum to put the TIF to a
vote.

“That told me they were
not providing the oversight
on these TIFs, that they were
just rubber stamping them,”
Sibson said.

Opponent: TIFs can

be ‘subsidies for
... private entities’

Sibson said that when
TIFs are done correctly, they
can benefit a community and
result in new growth.

“If they’re not done cor-
rectly, they end up being
simply subsidies for certain
private entities. That’s my
overall concern,” Sibson
said.

Estes, the developer who
helped pioneer their use, said
the TIFs he’s been involved
in have brought enormous
growth to Rapid City and the
nearby town of Box Elder.

One TIF district in Box

Elder brought water services
to a hotel in Box Elder. As a
result of that water infra-
structure, four more hotels
were later built in Box Elder
that wouldn’t have otherwise
been feasible projects, he
said.

Estes said he built a road
in Rapid City that was fund-
ed with a TIF, and due to the
success of the project, the
city is building a fire depart-
ment, law enforcement cen-
ter, and a city park.

“Anybody that sees
things beyond the end of

their nose can see that tax in-
crement districts work,”
Estes said.

Part 2: Opponents of tax
increment financing raise is-
sues with TIFs, including the
increased tax burdens, a lack
of transparency, and the lack
of auditing to objectively
measure their benefits. Sup-
porters say their growth is
the product of how success-
ful they have been for the
cities and counties that use
them. In the next part in this
series, News Watch digs
deeper into the debate on
TIFs.

This story was produced
by South Dakota News
Watch, an independent, non-
profit organization. Read
more stories and donate at
sdnewswatch.org and sign
up for an email to get stories
when they're published.
Contact statehouse inves-
tigative reporter Kevin Kil-
lough at kevin killough@sd-
newswatch.org.
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Tam~2p.m. . ng:;g;iﬂ;”p i Fri & Sat 10 am.-9:46 p.m. Tumda‘.;;]'_}af,',ﬂi ay
CUSTER Nam. -9 pm.
BEACON THREE FORKS ~ SPROCKETS FUN  WHISKEY RIVER  PERKINS TAVERN
Wednesday—Saturday BARI GR“—I—E & FU“HDRY w;:::::;::?fg ;m Hmﬁaﬂy;ﬂieﬂdn'e;day
| & pm.—Close EASIHU " Daily Closed Monday-Tuesday Thurs&a-;r- Splinﬁay
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A s AL Saturday 5:30 am.-2 pﬁ:'l.- TSI The Custer County
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Friday—Sunday Noon—10 p.m. & PUB : HUT STUFF a privately owned &
MINER'S CUP TNCITY  "perhew  TACO JOHN'S PIA el
H;ggaf—Saturday SA.I.BUH Friday-Sunday 11 a.m.—10 p.m. 7a.m.—~0 pm. Daily West South
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. 6:30 a.m.—8 p.m. M am—10 p.m.
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Custer Area Economic
Development Corp.
Black Hills Energy
Custer, 3D

T AM

Men's Breakfast Bible
Stu

The Little White Church
Hill City, 5D

F:30 AM

Custer County Commission
Custer County Courthouse
Custer, SD

8 AM

Driver's License Exams
Custer County Courthouse
Annex Pine Room

Custer, 3D

8AMto 5 PM

Seniors Bridge Card Games
Hill City Center

Hill City, 5D

10 AM - 3 PM

Wadnesday Life Group
The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

10 AR - 12 PM

Women's Bible Study
The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

10 AR

Kidzlife

The Little White Church
Hill City, 5D

3:15-515 PM

Keystone Town Board
Meeting

Keystone Community
Center

Keystone, 50

5 PM

Dementia Dialogues
Custer Ambulance Service
Custer, 5D

5:30 PM

Adult Bible Study

The Little White Church
Hill City, 5D

& PM

Park Board Meeting
Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

& P

Bingo

Custer Beacon
Custer, SD
6:30 PM

Pringle Ab Group

Pringle Community Center
Pringle, SO

7 PM

Women's Bible Study
Fallowship

The Little White Church
Hill City, sSD

B:30 - 10 AM

Seniors Fitness Class
Hill City Center

Hill City, SD
8:30-9:30 AM

Mahjongg

Hill City Center
Hill City, 5D

10 AR

Seniors Hand & Foot Card
Games

Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

1PM

2025 South Daketa Day of
Giving Training

Custer County Courthouse
Annex Pine Room

Custer, SD

4 PM

Banned Book Club
Custer County Library
Custer, SD

4 PM

Ribbon Cutting/Open House
Custer State Farm

Custer, SD

4:30 P

Cribbage Tournament
Custer Beacon
Custer, 3D

4:30-2 PM

Dementia Dialogues
Custer Ambulance Service
Custer, 5D

5:30 PM

Friends of Bill W. AA Group
Bethesda Lutheran Church
Hot Springs, SD

& P

Civil Air Patral

Custer County Airport
Custer, SD

6:30 PM

ADD/ADHD Support Group
Monument Health Custer
Hospital

Custer, SD

B5:30 P

Bluegrass /I

The zaslight Restaurant
Rockerville, SD
5:30-8:30 PM

NATIVE AMERICAN DAY— Crazy Horse Memorial wil

once again celebrate Native American Day this
Manday, Oct, 13, with a variety of activities. Among the
scheduled events are guest speakers, singers, a per-
formance by the South Dakota Symphony Orchestra’s
Lakota Music Project and a free buffalo stew. The events
begin at 9 a.m. [WT Photo/CARL HANSEN]

Custer AA Group
Custer Alano Club
Custer, SD

7 PM

Friday 10-10

Hill City Rangers
Homecoming

Community Food Pantry
The Little White Church
Hill City, 3D

- 11 Ak

Seniors Birthday Coffee
Club

Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

9 -1 AM

Scam Awareness Seminar
Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

910 AM

Story Time

Custer County Library
Custer, SD

10 A

Strength, Step & Stretch
Custer Senior Center
Custer, SD

11 AM - Moon

HC Rangers
Hemecoming Parade
Main Street

Hill City, SD

1:30 PM

Patty Pershayla /&
Custer Beacon
Custer, 5D

7-10 PM

Saturday 10-11

Buffalo Gap Community
Breakfast

Buffalo Gap

Community Center
Buffalo Gap, SD

810 AM

Farmer's Market
Way Park
Custer, SD

8 AM -12:30 PM

Friends of Bill W. AA Group
Bethesda Lutheran Church
Hot Springs, 5D

10 AN

Custer AA Group
Cugter Alano Club
Custer, 5D

10 AM

Keystone Trunk or Treat
and Rollerskating
Keystone Community
Center

Keystone, 5D

11 4M - 2 PM

Custer Community Action
Team Food Distribution
CAT Bullding, corner of

M. 6th and Lincoln Streets
Custer, SD

2-5 PM

Chess Club
Pringle Town Hall
Pringle, 5D

5-7 PM

United Way Lj
Sync Elatﬂ: f‘/&
Custer Beacon
Custer, 5D

& PM

Sunday 10-12

Seniors Sunday Breakfast
Hill City Center

Hill City, 5D

8 AM -12 PM

Women's 12-Step Recovery
Custer Alano Club

Custer, SD

10:15 AM

Connection Class

The Little White Church
Hill City, 5D

1015 - 11:230 AM

Warren Schwartz Benefit
Pringle Community Centar
Pringle, SD

2PmM

The Secret Agents [IE
Performing Arte Center
Theater

Rapid City, SD

7 P

Adult Bible Study

The Little White Church
Hill City, 5D

7-8 PM

Monday 10-13

Mative American Day

Seniors Yoga
Hill City Center
Hill City, 5D
30 AM

Women's Bible Study
The Little White Church
Hill City, SO

10 AM

Custer Retary Club
Custer Senior Center
Custer, SD

Moon

Pringle AA Group

Pringle Community Center
Pringle, SD

Moon

Chick Chat and Crafts
The Little White Chureh
Hill City, SD

4-6 PM

Young Life Meeating
Hill City Center

Hill City, 5D

5 PM

The Bookquet Discussion -
“The Handmaid's Tale"
Petals & Pages

Custer, 5D

5 PM

Heart of the Hills Quilters
Gulld Masating

Super 8 Conference Room
Hill City, SD

S-7 PM

Women's Bible Study
The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

5-8 PM

LIP SYNC BATTLE — The United Way Lip Sync Battle is

LIVE MUSIC - LOCAL EVENTS

Hermosa Arts and
History Association
HAHA Museum
Hermosa, SD

&:30 PM

Tuesday 10-14

Seniors Fitness Class
Hill City Canter

Hill City, SD
8:30-8:30 AM

Zonta

Custer County Library
Custer, SD

1PM

Feeding South Dakota
Truck

The Little White Chureh
Hill City, SD

1-3 PM

Knitting Class
Hill City Center
Hill City, S0
1-3 PM

Seniors Hand & Foot Card
Games

Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

1-4:30 PM

Remembering Charlie Kirk
Centennial Park

Hot Springs, SD

4-8 PM

Custer City Planning
Commission

Custer City Hall
Custer, 5D

5 PM

Custer Meet & Eat
Custer Community Chureh
Custer, SD

57 PM

Hill City Commaon Council
Meeting

City Hall

Hill City, SD

5:30 PM

Celabrate Recovery
The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

5:45 P

Friends of Bill W. AA Group
Bethesda Lutheran Church
Hot Springs, SD

& PM

Bingo Might
Gold Pan Saleon
Custer, 5D
6:30 PM

Hot Springs Amateur
Radio Club

South Annex Bullding
709 Jensen Hwy.

Hot Springs, SO

6:30 PM

Dan Miller £3F
Mueller Civic Center
Hot Springs, S0

7 PM

Custer AA Group
Custer Alano Club
Custer, SD

7 PM

Elk Mountain School
District Board of Education
Elk Mountain Schoal

Dewey, SD

7 PM

Pringle Town Board
Pringle Community Center
Fringle, 3D

7 PM

Wednesday 10-15

Men's Breakfast Bible
Study

The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

7:30 AM

Driver's License Exams
Custer County Courthouse
Annex Pine Room

Custer, SD
8 AaM to & PM

set for this Saturday, Oct. 11, at 6 p.m. at the Custer
Beacon. The top three performances will receive Custer
Cash. There will also be a silent and live auction, a
50/50 raffle and there is a free will donation admission.
The public is invited to attend.[Submitted Photo]
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Seniors Bridge Card Games
Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

10 AM - 3 PM

Hill City Center Board
Meeting

Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

10 AM

Wadnasday Life Group
The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

10 AM - 12 PM

Women's Bible Study
The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

10 AM

Custer Area Chamber of
Commerce Board Meeting
Custer School District
Administration Bullding
Custer, 5D

1PM

Custer County Library
Board Meeting

Custer County Library
Custer, SD

1PM

Kidzlife

The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

3:15-5:15 PM

Vinyl Record Club
Custer County Library
Custer, SD

530 PM

Adult Bible Study

The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

G PM

Bingo

Custer Beacon
Custer, SD
6:30 PM

Fairburn Town Board
Fairburn Civic Center
Fairburn, SD

7PM

Pringle AA Group

Pringle Community Center
Pringle, SD

7PM

Thursday 10-16

Women's Bible Study
Fellowship

The Little White Chureh
Hill City, SD

8:30 - 10 AM

Seniors Foot Clinic
Hill City Center

Hill City, D

B8:30 AM

Seniors Fitness Class
Hill City Center

Hill City, SD
8:30-9:30 AM

Mahjongg

Hill City Center
Hill City, SD

10 AM

Seniors Hand & Foot Card
Games

Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

1PM

Custer County Library
Foundation Meeting
Custer County Library
Custer, SD

1FM

Custer Area Chamber

of Commerce Annual Dinner
Custer State Park

Event Barn

Custer, SD

5:30-8:30 PM

Legion Meeting
Hill City Center
Hill City, 5D

6 P

Friends of Bill W. AA Group
Bethesda Lutheran Church
Hot Springs, S0

G PM

Potter Johns Trio J3E
Custer Beacon
Custer, SD

6:30 PM

Bluegrass [F

The Gaslight Restaurant
Rockerville, SO
6:30-8:30 PM

Civil Alr Patrol

Custer County Airport
Custer, SD

6:30 PM

Custer AA Group
Custer Alano Club
Custer, 5D

7PM

Friday 10-17

Seniors Coffee Club
Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

9 AM

Community Food Pantry
The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

9 AM - 11 AM

Story Time

Custer County Library
Custer, SD

10 AM

Baked Goods and Crafts
Barn Style Auctlen
Custer Senior Center
Custer, SD

4-7 P

Halloween Might Hike
Custer State Park
Custer, 5D

5.30-8 PM

Wild Blue /8F
Custer Beacon
Custer, 5D

7 PM

Saturday 10-18

Farmer's Market
Way Park
Custer, SD

8 AM -12:30 PM

Friends of Bill W. AA Group
Bethesda Lutheran Church
Hot Springs, SD

10 A

Custer AL Group
Custer Alano Club
Custer, SD

10 Ak

Ham Radios in the Park
Butler Park

Hot Springs, SD

Moon

Billiards Tournament
Custer VW

Custer, 5D

2 PM

Halloween MNight Hike
Custer State Park
Custer, SD

2-5 PM

Simon Cropp

& Marques Morel Z8E
Custer Beacon
Custer, SD

6:30 PM

Sunday 10-19

Women's 12-Step Recovery
Custer Alang Club

Custer, S0

10:15 AM

Connection Class

The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

10:15 - 11:30 AM

Adult Bible Study

The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

7-8 PM

Monday 10-20

Seniors Yoga
Hill City Center
Hill City, 5D
2:30 AM

Waomen's Bible Study
The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

10 AM

Seniors Share-a-Lunch
Hill City Center

Hill City, 5D

11:30 AM

Pringle A& Group

Pringle Community Center
Pringle, 5D

MHoon

Custer Rotary Club
Custer Senior Center
Custer, SD

Moon

Chick Chat and Crafts
The Little White Church
Hill City, SD

4-6 PM

Pringle Volunteer Fire
Department Meeting
Pringle Community Center
Pringle, SD

5 PM

Custer City Council
Custer City Hall
Custer, SD

5:30 PM

Waomen's Bible Study
The Little White Church
Hill City, 5D

-8 P

Tuesday 10-21

Seniors Fitness Class
Hill City Center

Hill City, SD
8:30-9:30 AM

Beginning Line Dancing
Hill City Center

Hill City, SD

9 AM
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