


   ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
HAVING�*A�*GARAGE�*SALE�*
OR�*MULTI-FAMILY YARD�*
SALE?�*ADVERTISE�*IT�*IN�*
THE �*TRADER �*CLASSI-
FIEDS &�*GET�*THE�*WORD�*
OUT!!! CALL�*605-673-2217  

CHRISTMAS CRAFT MAR-
KET Dec. 19-20, 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Gifts galore, proudly 
homemade. Location! 
Argyle Fire Department. 
Five percent of sales will be 
donated to the fire depart-
ment.          156 51p 
HELP WANTED: 
R E C R E A T I O N A L 
ADVENTURES CO., the 
largest franchisee of KOA 
Campgrounds in the United 
States, is looking for a 
Bookkeeper at their 
Corporate Headquarters 
located in Hill City, SD. 
Bookkeeper Job 
Responsibilities: •On the 
job training will be provided 
• Maintains records of finan-
cial transactions by posting 
transactions. Maintains sub-
sidiary accounts by verify-
ing, allocating, and posting 
transactions. • Balances 
subsidiary accounts by rec-
onciling entries. • Oversee 
Company Credit Card 
System • Assist in Accounts 
Payable, Accounts 
Receivable, New Employee 
Paperwork. • Maintains his-
torical records by filing doc-
uments. • Contributes to 
team effort by accomplish-
ing related results as need-
ed. • Other bookkeeping 
duties will be expected as 
needed. Work Hours & 
Benefits: • Full-time hours •
Year-round employment • 
Health Insurance • 401K. 
For more information, 
please contact Recreational 
Adventures Co. at 605-574-
3417. Please apply at 
https://recreationaladven-
tures.com/jobs/ .  Send 
resumes to Recreational 
Adventures Co. PO Box 295 
Hill City, SD 57745.      155 52c 

CUSTER SENIOR 
CENTER BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS is accepting 
resumes for the full-time 
position of Custer Senior 
Center Director.  The pri-
mary duties are grant-
request writing,  finances, 
and facility management.  
Experience with 
QuickBooks is advanta-
geous. Competitive salary 
dependent upon related 
experience. For more infor-
mation send an email to 
cscdirvac@gmail, or call 
605-673-2708. Custer 
Senior Center is an equal 
employment opportunity 
employer.          154 48tfn 

CUSTER COUNTY IS 
SEEKING A FULL-TIME 
DEPUTY AUDITOR II to join 
the Auditor’s Office, offering 
steady weekday hours, paid 
leave, and a full benefits 
package. This role involves 
supporting elections, voter 
registration, County 
Commissioners, office 
administration, and financial 
tasks, making it ideal for 
detail-oriented and organ-
ized individuals who enjoy 
public service. The position 
is Monday–Friday, 8:00 
AM–5:00 PM, with occa-
sional evenings during elec-
tion periods, and starts at 
$17.77 per hour. 
Applications are available at 
www.custercountysd.com/e
mployment or through the 
Custer County Human 
Resources Office, and will 
be accepted until the posi-
tion is filled.          152 51c 

CUSTER COUNTY IS HIR-
ING FOR A FULL-TIME 
E M E R G E N C Y 
DISPATCHEr in our 9-1-1 
Communications Center. 
This position is responsible 
for receiving and dispatch-
ing emergency and non-
emergency calls for law 
enforcement, fire, EMS, and 
other agencies, while main-
taining professional compo-

sure in high-pressure situa-
tions. The role requires 
operating radio and comput-
er systems, documenting all 
activity in the CAD system, 
and coordinating with multi-
ple public safety agencies. 
Applicants must be 18+, a 
U.S. citizen, hold or be able 
to obtain a valid South 
Dakota driver’s license, 
have a high school diploma 
or GED, no felony convic-
tions, and be able to pass a 
background check. 
Applicants must complete 
the South Dakota 911 Basic 
Course within one year of 
hire and be willing to work 
all shifts, including nights, 
weekends, and holidays. 
Starting pay is $21.71/hour 
(non-certified) or 
$22.65/hour if currently or 
upon becoming South 
Dakota certified, with a 
$1.00/hour shift differential 
for hours worked 6 PM–6 
AM. Custer County offers 
paid holidays, vacation, sick 
leave, health insurance, 
optional dental, vision, life 
insurance, and SDRS retire-
ment with 6% county match. 
If you wish to apply, visit 
www.custercountysd.com/e
mployment or contact 
Amber Maidens, HR 
Director, at 605-673-8134 or 
amaidens@custercoun-
tysd.com. Applications 
accepted until position is 
filled. Custer County is an 
Equal Opportunity 
Employer.         153 51c 
FOR RENT: 
THREE BEDROOM 1 
BATH MOBILE HOME on 
large lot 4 miles west of 
Custer on Hwy 16, $1,250 
per month includes, lot rent, 
10'x20' storage shed, water, 
sewer, & garbage; call 
Richard 605 673-2587 146 46tfn 
TWO BED, ONE BATH 
clean modern trailer,��
Keystone. No pets. 

$900/month plus utilities. 
Text 605-391-8413.       73  tfnc 

THREE BEDROOM, ONE 
BATH, clean, modern trail-
er. Keystone. No pets. 
$1,000/month plus utilities. 
Text 605-391-8413.        74  tfnc  

ATTRACTIVE, MODERN one 
and two bedroom apartments, 
central Custer. Laundry, 
cable TV, competitive rates. 
605-591-9397            2 1tf 

LONG TERM RV SITES 
AVAILABLE! Close to 
Custer. Borders Forest 
Service land. Tiny homes 
may be considered. 605-
673-4701.                     4 1tfn 
BUSINESS SPACE: 
OFFICE SPACE FOR 
RENT. Spacious. Pleasant 
atmosphere. Great location. 
Off-road parking. 605-673-
1531.          140 44tfn 

SHOP SPACE AVAILABLE   
at the Old World Plaza on 
Main Street, Hill City. Call 
605-574-4635.          136 42tfn 

HUGE OPPORTUNITY IN 
A SMALL SPACE FOR 
RENT on Main Street in 
Hill City. Approximately 
750-square feet. Food 
service qualified (former 
ice cream/antique shops). 
Available immediately. 
NOW IS THE TIME. 
Contact Vic 605-209-3963.         

          45 36tfn 
STORAGE UNITS TO RENT 
COVERED STORAGE - 
RV,  ATV,  Boa ts .  A t  
P len ty  S ta r  Ranch .  
25991  Hwy.  385 ,  
Custer.  Month ly /annu-
a l  r a tes .  Twe lve - foo t  
ta l l  ent rance.  Cal l  Isa 
Ki rk  a t  605-440-2233.               

                 11  1tf 

AVAILABLE NOW! 10x20 
s to rage  un i t s .  New 
Const ruct ion.  Close to  
Custer.  605-673-4701.     

       10  1tf 

AFFORDABLE STORAGE: 
9x9 and 10x21 uni ts .  
Cement floors and solid 
walls. RV Parking Available 
$25 per month. 605-673-
4646.            5 1tf 

SUNSHINE STORAGE: 
Annual or monthly rentals, 
4 convenient locations. Call 
Teresa at 673-1025.        6 1tf 

BUCKHORN STORAGE: 
5x10, 10x10, 10x20. 673-
5050.             7 1tf  

ADS WANTED: CLASSI-
FIED �*ADS �*WORK! Fill 
out the form on this page 
if you are having a 
garage sale, if you are 
selling an automobile or 
if your business is hir-
ing.If you are rentaing a 
lot, office space or 
house, a classified ad 
with us goes in print and 
online! Stop by or call 
605-673-2217. 

MISCELLANEOUS: 
WE BUY HOUSES FOR 
CASH AS-IS! No repairs. 

No fuss. Any condition. 
Easy process: Call, get 
cash offer and get paid. 
Call today for your fair 
cash offer: 1-605-601-
9373 

BATH & SHOWER 
UPDATES in as little as 
ONE DAY! Affordable 
prices - No payments for 
18 months! Lifetime war-
ranty & professional 
installs. Senior & Military 
Discounts available. 
Call: 1-877-754-0067 

STOP OVERPAYING 
FOR HEALTH INSUR-
ANCE! Reduce premi-
ums and out-of-pocket 
costs while getting the 
coverage you need! Call 
now for a competitive 
free quote. 1-877-906-
0290. Plus... Income 
based government subsi-
dies are available for 
those that qualify! 

NOTICES:: 
ADVERTISE IN NEWS-
PAPERS statewide for 
only $150.00. Put the 
South Dakota Statewide 
Classifieds Network to 
work for you today! (25 
words for $150. Each 
additional word $5.) Call 
this newspaper or 800-
658-3697 for details.
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Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. 8 free 3.2 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes SKU 79797.
Limit 2 on select items at these exclusive prices. While supplies last. Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Standard shipping rates

will be applied and are subject to change. Minimum purchase and other restrictions may apply. Some products may not be available for sale
in your area. Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-useOSI. Expires 12/31/25.  |  25M8656  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

Butcher•s Deluxe Package
4  Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Chicken Breasts (4 oz.) 
4  Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz.)
4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.) 
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
8  8  FREEOmaha Steaks Smash Burgers(3.2 oz.)

79797FDR    separately $227.94
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE    

$8999

ORDER NOW! OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe2698 
1.866.431.3342�������������
�������
�	�����������	������������������

61% OFF

WHEN YOU WANTWHEN YOU WANT
THE BEST
YOU WANT OMAHA STEAKS

You•ll love it or 
your money back!

– MAKES A –
GREAT GIFT
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FINANCIAL ADVISOR

REAL ESTATEAUTO DETAILING

ACCOUNTING

We Do Repairs, 
Restretches on 

Flooring

FIREARMS - BUY • SALE • TRADE

HANDYMAN

Rent this 
space! 

Only $11.00 a week 
(minimum three month commitment) 

673-2217

Rent this 
space! 

Only $11.00 a week 
(minimum three month commitment) 

673-2217

Rent this 
space! 

Only $11.00 a week 
(minimum three month commitment) 

673-2217

Rent this 
space! 

Only  
$22.00 a 

week 
(minimum three month 

commitment) 

673-2217

Rent this 
space! 

Only $11.00 a week 
(minimum three month commitment) 

673-2217

Rent this 
space! 

Only $11.00 a week 
(minimum three month commitment) 

673-2217

Rent this 
space! 

Only $11.00 a week 
(minimum three month commitment) 

673-2217

Rent this 
space! 

Only $11.00 a week 
(minimum three month commitment) 

673-2217



HEY RETAIL BUSINESS OWNERS!!! THIS IS AN INCREDIBLE OPPORTUNITY TO ADVERTISE!!!

SHOP THE BLACK HILLS! SHOP THE BLACK HILLS! 
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Treatment courts help reduce South Dakota's prison population
By Kevin Killough 
South Dakota News Watch 

 
As much as lawmakers 

debated whether South 
Dakota should build a new 
men's prison, they generally 
agreed that rehabilitation 
must be a vital component to 
ease the state's overflowing 
prisons and drug problems.  

After passage of a bill au-
thorizing a $650 million 
prison to replace the current 
state penitentiary in Sioux 
Falls, Gov. Larry Rhoden set 
up the Correctional Rehabil-
itation Task Force to look for 
programs and best practices 
that keep people from end-
ing up back behind bars. The 
30-member panel began 
meeting in October. 

As the task force explores 
options for improving and 
expanding programs to re-
duce recidivism, one pro-
gram shows considerable 
success. Of those who par-
ticipate in the South Dakota 
Unified Judicial System’s 
(UJS) treatment courts pro-
gram, just 27% commit an-
other felony offense within 
five years of their involve-
ment with the program. That 
includes those who don’t 
graduate from it.  

For those who went into 
South Dakota’s prisons in 
2020, 43 percent returned to 
prison within three years and 
28 percent were for a new 
crime. The rest were techni-
cal parole violations, accord-
ing to the Department of 
Corrections.  

South Dakota has 17 
treatment courts across the 
state. The program targets 
people who are addicts, have 
a high risk of reoffending 
and have multiple convic-
tions. People enter the pro-
gram when they’re sen-
tenced to prison. If the courts 
determine the person is right 
for treatment court, a judge 
will suspend that sentence 
on the condition the felon 
participates in the program.  

The participants receive 
200-300 hours of group and 
individual counseling. 
They’re required to have 
community supervision, 
weekly court sessions and 
drug testing throughout their 
time in the program, which 
is 18-24 months. The annual 
cost of treatment courts in 
South Dakota is $8,000 per 
person. That’s compared to 
$33,656 for incarceration.     

Treatment court 
graduate: ‘A new me’ 
The UJS regularly holds 

graduation ceremonies 
across the state to recognize 
those who successfully com-

plete the requirements of the 
program. 

In a ceremony in Pierre in 
November, four graduates 
convicted on drug and DUI 
offenses were given plaques 
and a trophy of a cross made 
out of letters spelling out the 
first lines of the “serenity 
prayer.”  

Among the graduates was 
Jennifer — only first names 
are used — who stacked up 
multiple DUIs in her life-
time. When her last DUI 
landed her in prison once 
again, she was left alone in 
her cell at one point. She 
wrapped a bedsheet around 
her neck, intending to take 
her own life.  

“I was drinking to kill 
myself. I wanted to stop. I 
was over it,” she told a few 
dozen people in the audience 
— friends and family mem-
bers who came to support 
the graduates.  

Jennifer did not end her 
life and instead chose to pur-
sue an aggressive treatment 
program. She even relocated 
temporarily to the Pierre 
area where she could access 
the treatment services she 
needed.  

“Now that's a commit-
ment to your recovery. That's 
amazing,” said South Dako-
ta Supreme Court Justice Ja-
nine Kern, who spoke at the 
ceremony.  

The others had their own 
stories of climbing out of 
their addictions to find re-
covery in the treatment court 
program. Mikey had been to 
prison six times, and every 
time he got out, he went 
back to using meth only to 
end up back in prison.  

“I was in a deep, dark 
place. I didn’t know if I was 
ever going to come out of 
that,” he said.  

Another graduate, Dylan, 
received a lot of support 
from his boss at Wheelhouse 
Auto Body and Paint, and 
his co-workers came to the 
ceremony that day to con-
gratulate him.  

“Everything I’ve done 
has made a new me,” Dylan 
said. 

While in the program, 
Zachary purchased his own 
food truck called Truck-It 
Burritos and Street Food, 
which he often parks near 
the Capitol in Pierre around 
lunchtime.  

As each of the graduates 
received their awards, they 
were met with applause and 
cheers. 

“You chose not to go to 
the penitentiary. And as one 
of the graduates told me to-
day, that's the easy way out. 

But you didn't choose that. 
You chose to fight for your-
self and for your family by 
tackling your addictions and 
learning new ways to cope 
with life's challenges,” Jus-
tice Kern said.  

Graduates of program 
reoffend at lower rates 
The UJS had previously 

tracked the recidivism rates 
of graduates of the program, 
but it didn’t have data on 
what rates were for the near-
ly 3,000 people who have 
ever participated in it, which 
includes those who didn’t 
complete the program.  

Greg Sattizahn, state 
court administrator, said that 
a legislative study in 2019 
had suggested that just being 
in the program produced 
long-term results. The UJS 
wanted to test that theory by 
measuring the recidivism 
rate of all participants.  

“It really broadens who 
we’re looking at,” Sattizahn 
said.  

He said they were sur-
prised to find that nearly 
three-fourths of the partici-
pants didn’t get a felony 
conviction within five years 
of being in the program. Be-
sides being cheaper than in-
carceration, the lower recidi-
vism rates produce other 
savings to taxpayers.  

“Those we don’t see 
again are the success stories. 
They’re employed, paying 
taxes, living in stable homes, 
reunited with their families 
and contributing positively 
to their communities. The 
transformation in the lives of 
these individuals is truly re-
markable,” Supreme Court 
Chief Justice Steven Jensen 
said in a statement announc-
ing the recidivism-rate re-
sults.  

Evolving corrections 
philosophy 

With crack cocaine 
spreading epidemically 
across the country in the 
1980s, drug addiction came 
to the forefront of Ameri-
cans' concerns. The initial 
approach to the problem was 
to incarcerate as many drug 
offenders as could be caught.  

State and federal law-
makers increased penalties 
for possessing and selling 
drugs, and mandatory mini-
mum sentences were set, 
which required judges to im-
pose lengthy sentences. 

But drugs continued to be 
a serious problem. Between 
2003-22, the number of 
overdose deaths per capita 
quadrupled from 8.9 to 32.6 
per 100,000 population, ac-
cording to the Centers for 
Disease Control, though the 

number dipped in 2023. 
Drug courts have been 

around for more than 30 
years.  As it became appar-
ent that locking people in 
prison wasn’t going to solve 
addictions, they’ve been uti-
lized more often as a tool to 
address addiction. South 
Dakota implemented them 
in 2008. 

More than 3,400 drug 
courts operate in the United 
States today, and 150,000 
people are served by them 
each year, according to the 
National Association of 
Drug Court Professionals.  

As of June 30, 2,970 indi-
viduals had participated in 
the South Dakota treatment 
court system, and close to 
half had completed their pro-
gram.  

Treatment programs 
tailored to each 

participant 
There are different types 

of treatment courts in South 
Dakota. 

Some courts target those 
with DUIs and others are for 
those with drug offenses. 
Some courts handle both. 
Others are for those with 
mental health needs, and 
others are specifically for 
military veterans.  

The needs of the partici-
pants of the programs go be-
yond their addictions, Satti-
zahn explained. Some have 
problems with mental ill-
nesses, employment, hous-
ing and family relationships. 

A collaborative team in-
volving judges, counselors 
and treatment providers de-
velops personalized, evi-
dence-based plans to address 
whatever needs the partici-
pants have. And while the 
participants work through 
the program, probation offi-
cers provide consistent com-
munity supervision.  

Sattizahn described it as a 
hub. 

The probation officer be-
comes a resource to connect 
the person with other re-
sources, which can be things 
like getting clothes for a job 
interview, getting transporta-
tion, building relationships 
with their families — which 
are sometimes fragmented as 
a result of the addiction — 
or other basic life skills 
needs. This is all on top of 
drug treatment, counseling 
and supervision.  

“It's really very holistic,” 
Sattizahn said.   

‘Eventually the drugs 
kind of got to me’  

Derek Moe is another 
graduate of the South Dako-
ta treatment court system. 
He started using marijuana 

and alcohol when he was 11 
years old. Eventually he got 
into harder drugs, like MD-
MA, also known as ecstasy, 
and it wasn’t long before he 
was using cocaine and meth. 

“All during this time, I 
was having kids and going 
to college. And I somehow 
managed to start a career as 
an engineer,” he said.  

He eventually lost his 
high-paying engineering job, 
and it was the first time in 
his adult life he was unem-
ployed. He was 36. 

It happened during the 
COVID pandemic. Being in 
denial about his addiction, 
he blamed the pandemic for 
his job loss. His boss gave 
him a severance package, 
but he didn’t say he was let-
ting Moe go over his drug 
use.  

“My boss sat me down 
and said, ‘Derek, I just have 
to let you go.’ He was very 
kind to me because I helped 
him for seven years. I helped 
him develop his business in 
Sioux Falls from the ground 
up, and he had a lot of suc-
cess. But eventually the 
drugs kind of got to me,” 
Moe said.  

After finding himself un-
employed, he discovered it 
was the job that was provid-
ing him with some structure 
to keep him functioning. 
Without a job to hold him to-
gether, he could use and sell 
drugs all day.  

From the time he was 18 
until he was 36, he got two 
DUIs. In two years after he 
lost his job, he didn’t make a 
single house payment. He 
lost his house. He lost his 
kids. And he ended up with 
27 misdemeanors and two 
felonies.  

The felonies were inges-
tion charges, which occurs 
when someone is arrested 
and tests positive for drugs 
after their arrest. The judge 
offered to suspend his sen-
tence if he went through the 
drug treatment program. 

In the beginning, Moe 
didn’t want to submit to the 
treatment program. He 
moved into a bedroom in his 
dad’s mobile home in 
Brookings and bought an 
ounce of psilocybin mush-
rooms, a hallucinogenic 
drug. Since drug tests don’t 
usually test for psilocybin, 
he could continue getting 
high.  

“I wasn’t willing to give 
up the addiction and alco-
holism. I did that for a while 
until my daughter and my 
mom came and visited me. 
And I realized another 
felony would probably land 

me in prison for 10 years,” 
Moe said.  
A mustard seed: ‘It's in-
credible how it works’ 
He submitted to the treat-

ment program, and at the 
time, he wasn’t a believer in 
God. The 12-step program 
requires submitting to a 
higher power, which for 
many is God. Moe’s higher 
power was initially the ad-
ministrators overseeing his 
drug court program.   

“They were definitely a 
power greater than myself. 
And I started there,” he said.  

Over the 18 months he 
was in the program, Moe 
worked through the 12-step 
program, a popular self-help 
approach to addiction recov-
ery that was created by the 
founders of Alcoholics 
Anonymous in the 1930s.   

His sponsor at the time 
was a Christian, and Moe 
said the sponsor led him to 
the Lord. He was able to 
work his way back into an 
engineering job, starting out 
working for $10 per hour for 
a friend. 

Now, he sponsors others, 
hosts Bible studies and 
works with other people 
struggling with their own ad-
dictions. He’s also rebuilt re-
lationships with his family. 
He said, thanks to his sobri-
ety, he’s been able to help 
other family members in 
their own struggles. 

He compares the impact 
of drug court to Jesus’ para-
ble of the mustard seed. It’s 
a story Jesus told in the New 
Testament that describes the 
Kingdom of Heaven as be-
ing like a mustard seed that 
grows into a large plant, pro-
viding shelter for birds and 
others.  

“All these things happen 
from this tiny, little seed. 
Drug court helps one person. 
Then that person goes off 
and does all kinds of other 
things to help others. It’s 
pretty incredible how it 
works,” Moe said.  

This story was produced 
by South Dakota News 
Watch, an independent, non-
profit organization. Read 
more stories and donate at 
sdnewswatch.org and sign 
up for an email to get stories 
when they're published. 
Contact statehouse inves-
tigative reporter Kevin Kil-
lough at kevin.killough@sd-
newswatch.org.
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