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   ANNOUNCEMENTS:
HAVING A GARAGE SALE
OR MULTI-FAMILY YARD
SALE? ADVERTISE IT IN
THE TRADER CLASSI-
FIEDS & GET THE WORD
OUT!!! CALL 605-673-2217
FITNESS CENTER:
CUSTER FITNESS CEN-
TER: Work out anytime—
open 24 hours/7 days 
per week. Inquire at the
Custer County Chronicle
(522 Mount Rushmore
Road, Custer), 605-673-
2217.

GARAGE SALE - HILL CITY
PARETO’S LAW SALE: 80%
OF STOCk IS 20% OFF!
Hundreds and Hundreds of
New Items! (Plus hundreds of
'free' items) If you can’t find it
here you probably don’t need
it - LOL! EVERY SATURDAY
10 AM Until 4 PM 101 Pine
Ave, Hill City (Directly behind
The Super 8 Motel)         47 26c
GARAGE SALE- EDGEMONT

GARAGE SALE - EVERY-
THING from household to
farm/ranch equip-
ment.10825 River Road,

Edgemont. June 27-29. 78 26p
GARAGE SALE - CUSTER
SATURDAY, JUNE 28. 8
a.m. to 2 p.m. 275 N. 7th St.
Household, garage, art,
bikes, clothes, kitchen,
misc. 83 26p

MULTI-FAMILY RUMMAGE
SALE. 848 Harney Street.
Saturday, June 28, 8am-
5pm. Sunday, June 28,
8am-3pm. New items added
each day. Clothes, knick-
nacks, antiques, appli-
ances. Something for every-
one. 81 26p

YARD SALE: 12076
HOOVER COURT. June 27-
28. 9am to 3 pm. Toys, jew-
elry, miscellaneous items.   

80 26p

MOVING SALE-SATUR-
DAY, JUNE 28. 8am-Noon,
at the Landover Apartments
community room, 1205
Sherman Street by the ele-
mentary school.           79 26p
HELP WANTED:
PART-TIME SEASONAL
INFORMATION ASSOCI-
ATE at the Custer Area
Chamber of Commerce.
Three to four days a week,
including saturdays and
events. Call Dawn at 605-
673-2244. 69 26c

FOR RENT:
TWO bED, ONE bATH
clean modern trailer,
Keystone. No pets.
$900/month plus utilities.
Text 605-391-8413.       73  tfnc
THREE bEDROOM, ONE
bATH, clean, modern trail-
er. Keystone. No pets.
$1,000/month plus utilities.

Text 605-391-8413.       74  tfnc
ATTRACTIVE, MODERN one
and two bedroom apartments,
central Custer. Laundry,
cable TV, competitive rates.
605-591-9397 2 1tf

LONG TERM RV SITES
AVAILAbLE! Close to
Custer. Borders Forest
Service land. Tiny homes
may be considered. 605-
673-4701.                     14 1tfn
AUTOS FOR SALE
2002 Blue Hyundai Santa-
Fe. 2.7 litre, V6, 4-door,
runs, transmission broken.
For sale $500 or best offer.
Great to part out or fix up.
Rebuilt motor 160,000 now
has 195,000 miles. 605-
517-0780. 77 26p

OFFICE SPACE:
OFFICE SUITE/FOUR
OFFICES for lease. 499 Mt.
Rushmore Rd. High visibili-
ty, located above Custer
County Candy Co. 1,500
square-feet, high ceiling.
Exceptionally clean, new
carpet. Steps, no elevator.

605-440-0123.             82 26tfn
STORAGE UNITS TO RENT
COVERED STORAGE -
RV,  ATV,  Boa ts .  A t
P len ty  S ta r  Ranch .
25991  Hwy.  385 ,
Custer.  Month ly /annu-
a l  r a tes .  Twe lve - foo t
ta l l  ent rance.  Cal l  Isa
Ki rk  a t  605-440-2233.

11  1tf

AVAILABLE NOW! 10x20
s to rage  un i t s .  New
Construct ion.  Close to
Custer.  605-673-4701.

10  1tf

AFFORDABLE STORAGE:
9x9 and 10x21 un i ts .
Cement floors and solid
walls. RV Parking Available
$25 per month. 605-673-
4646. 5 1tf

SUNSHINE STORAGE:
Annual or monthly rentals,
4 convenient locations. Call
Teresa at 673-1025.        6 1tf
BUCKHORN STORAGE:
5x10, 10x10, 10x20. 673-
5050. 7 1tf 

ADS WANTED: CLASSI-
FIED ADS WORk! Fill
out the form on this page
if you are having a
garage sale, if you are
selling an automobile or
if your business is hir-
ing.If you are rentaing a
lot, office space or
house, a classified ad
with us goes in print and
online! Stop by or call
605-673-2217.

NOTICES:
ADVERTISE IN NEWSPA-
PERS statewide for only
$150.00. Put the South
Dakota Statewide
Classifieds Network to work
for you today! (25 words for
$150. Each additional word
$5.) Call this newspaper or
800-658-3697 for details.

PAGE 2 • JUNE 25, 2025 • WESTERN TRADER                            THANKS FOR SAYING YOU SAW IT IN THE WESTERN TRADER                                                                             605-673-2217     

Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

Free Pickup & Towing.

Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (855) 267-8128 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

1. Contact Us

Call (855) 267-8128.

2. Schedule Pickup

We’ll pick up your vehicle 
for FREE -  at a time and 

place convenient for you.

3. Receive Top 
Tax Deduction

You may qualify for 
a tax deduction.

How it Works:

Donate Your Vehicle Today

855-267-8128
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (855) 267-8128.

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt138

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping address 
that includes SKU 75432. Limit 2 on select items at these exclusive prices. While supplies last. Items may be 
substituted due to inventory limitations. Standard shipping rates will be applied and are subject to change. 

Minimum purchase and other restrictions may apply. Some products may not be available for sale in your area. 
Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. Expires 06/30/25.  |  25M8070  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

All-Time Grilling Faves
4  Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (4 oz.)
4  Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz.)
4  Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
4  Potatoes au Gratin (2.8 oz.)
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
8  FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 oz.)
75432TAW   separately $240.93
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE

$9999

ORDER NOW! OmahaSteaks.com/GrillFaves1669 
1.855.978.0892 Ask for 75432TAW

8 free BURGERS ($22 value)

SAVE 58%

You’ll love it or 
your money back!

Summer Like You Mean It With

WORLD-FAMOUSWORLD-FAMOUS perfection
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FINANCIAL ADVISOR

REAL ESTATERIDE SHARE

We Do Repairs,
Restretches on
Flooring

FIREARMS - BUY • SALE • TRADE

Rent this
space!

Only $8.50 a week
(minimum three month commitment)

673-2217

Rent this
space!

Only 
$17.00 a
week

(minimum three month
commitment)

673-2217

Rent this
space!

Only $8.50 a week
(minimum three month commitment)

673-2217

Rent this
space!

Only $8.50 a week
(minimum three month commitment)

673-2217

Rent this
space!

Only $8.50 a week
(minimum three month commitment)

673-2217

Rent this
space!

Only $8.50 a week
(minimum three month commitment)

673-2217



By Bart Pfankuch
South Dakota News Watch

The South Dakota
Supreme Court will decide
the legality of a disputed
lease signed by dozens of
people who live in former
military munitions bunkers
located near Edgemont in
southwestern South Dakota.

The high court will con-
sider an appeal by the own-
ers of the residential com-
munity who lost a recent cir-
cuit court case, brought by a
former tenant, in which a
judge ruled the lease to be
legally unenforceable.

The community, known
as Vivos xPoint, includes
hundreds of above-ground,
earth-covered concrete
bunkers that were used by
the U.S. military from 1942
to 1967 to store conventional
and chemical munitions in a
town once known as Igloo.

A large portion of the for-
mer Black Hills Army Depot
munitions facility was pur-
chased and developed in
2016 by California business-
man Robert Vicino. The
2,200-square-foot bunkers
are now rented as resi-
dences, mostly to survival-
ists or “preppers,” who want
to live off the grid and be po-
sitioned to survive a global
catastrophe.

Legal issues at Igloo
bunker community
According to prior report-

ing by News Watch, the resi-
dential community located
on windswept prairie land 8
miles south of Edgemont has
been beset by conflicts be-
tween residents and employ-
ees, numerous lawsuits, sev-
eral complaints to the state
attorney general’s office and
a near-fatal shooting of a
complex employee in 2024.

News Watch showed that
Vivos has failed to follow
through on promises to outfit
the community with numer-
ous amenities and employs
at least one onsite worker
with a violent criminal
record. In a prior interview,
Vicino said those who com-
plain are “bad apples” and
that most Vivos tenants are
happy with their treatment.

People who live in
bunkers or have them ready
to occupy do not buy them
outright. Instead, they pay an
upfront fee of up to $55,000
and sign a 99-year lease that
governs the landlord-tenant
relationship.

The 14-page lease has be-
come the subject of lawsuits
after it was used as the basis
to evict several bunker resi-
dents, who then lose the
right to occupy the bunkers
despite paying the upfront
fees and a monthly service
fee.

J. Scott James, an attor-
ney in Custer who represents
several former Vivos resi-
dents on a number of sepa-
rate claims, said the circuit
judge’s ruling in late April
rejected claims by Vivos that
the lease was valid and ac-
cepted his client’s claims
that the lease was unenforce-
able by law.

“The judge agreed with
our argument that the lease
was illegal,” he said.

The attorney for Vivos,
Eric Schlimgen of Spearfish,
did not return calls from
News Watch seeking com-
ment. But Schlimgen has ap-
pealed the circuit judge’s
ruling, which will bring the
matter before the Supreme
Court.

Appeal prompted by
pulled gun

The high court will re-
view an ongoing case in
which former Vivos resident
Daniel Sindorf, who signed
a lease in 2020, was later
evicted by Vivos. The evic-
tion came after a July 2023
incident in which Sindorf
pulled out a gun after he said
he felt threatened by a Vivos
employee’s dogs.

Sindorf said he and his
wife had felt threatened by
the loose dogs on several oc-
casions and pointed the gun
at the ground in the area
where the dogs were present.

Vivos argues in court
documents that Sindorf had
pointed the gun directly at
the girlfriend of a Vivos em-
ployee and was therefore in
violation of the lease and
subject to eviction.

The legal case hinges on
language within the lease,
including changes made af-
ter Sindorf signed it.

Vivos states that several
months prior to the July
2023 confrontation, the
company added an adden-
dum to the lease making it a
violation to “brandish” a
weapon outside of designat-
ed shooting areas within
Vivos. The company said
Sindorf received a copy of
the addendum, which it said
was emailed to Vivos lease-
holders.

Sindorf’s attorney, how-
ever, argued in the lawsuit
that the lease and therefore
the eviction were both illegal
because it is not lawful to
make changes to a signed
lease without consent of
both parties or without re-
course by the tenant.

“Our argument essential-
ly was that the lease wasn’t
binding on Mr. Sindorf be-
cause they could change the
rules at anytime they want
to,” James told News Watch.
“Unlike other legal con-
tracts, there was no cancella-
tion option, no way for him
to pull out of that and no re-
course.”

In a three-page ruling,
Circuit Judge Scott A. Roet-
zel agreed, noting that, “the
99-year lease is an illusory
contract that plaintiff (Vivos)
can unilaterally modify the
terms of at any time with no
resource for defendant (Sin-
dorf).”

Some claims not
addressed in ruling
The initial lawsuit filed

by Sindorf demanded that he
and his wife be refunded the
majority of the $35,000 they

paid up front to lease a
bunker for 99 years and for
the monthly fees that were
supposed to go toward
amenities and services the
lawsuit alleges were never
provided.

“Plaintiff (Vivos) accept-
ed the common area fees,
but failed to complete its ob-
ligations ... specifically there
was no evidence of potable
water, and no trash removal
was ever done as described,
and no security was provid-
ed as described,” Sindorf’s
lawsuit states.

The judge’s April ruling
did not address those claims
or others raised in the initial
filing. Sindorf continues to
pay monthly fees to Vivos,
though that money will now
be held in escrow, according
to court documents.

James and Vivos are both
seeking clarification from
the Supreme Court on
whether the April ruling
negates the entirety of the
lease, which also contains
controversial elements that
include fines or possible
eviction if tenants talk to the
media and does not allow for
return of any funds paid if

eviction takes place.
Notice of an appeal has

been filed with the Supreme
Court, and Vivos xPoint
must file the formal appeal
by June 16, according to an
employee in the Supreme
Court clerk’s office. Sin-
dorf’s legal team will then
have 45 days to respond. Af-
ter that, the court could de-
cide to hear oral arguments
or just review the entirety of
court filings made so far be-
fore making a ruling, the
employee said.

James said Judge Roetzel
has placed a stay on several
other pending eviction law-
suits filed by former tenants
as the current case moves
forward. Several other
claims and counter claims
involving Vivos are still
pending in the courts.

James previously told
News Watch that Vivos finds
ways to evict tenants and
then re-leases their bunkers
with a requirement that new
tenants pay the upfront and
monthly fees.

“A lot of these people
paid between $35,000 to
$50,000 for what Vivos calls
a 99-year lease on these

bunkers. And if it’s truly a
99-year lease, and you’re
evicting my client in year
three or four, and they’ve
prepaid 95 years of lease
money, then you should
have to give it back, at least
a prorated amount,” James
said in 2024. “They (Vivos)
get to say, ‘OK, we just get
to keep reselling these things
over and over to people,’ and
that seems like it’s an in-
equitable relationship.”

James said a high court
ruling in his client's favor
could affect not only the on-
going lawsuits by former
Vivos tenants but could set a
precedent that it would be il-
legal for one party to alter
contracts signed in South
Dakota without the other
party’s consent.

This story was produced
by South Dakota News
Watch, an independent, non-
profit organization. Read
more stories and donate at
sdnewswatch.org and sign
up for an email to get stories
when they’re published.
Contact Bart Pfankuch at
bart.pfankuch@sd-
newswatch.org.

HEY RETAIL BUSINESS OWNERS!!! THIS IS AN INCREDIBLE OPPORTUNITY TO ADVERTISE!!!

SHOP THE BLACK HILLS! SHOP THE BLACK HILLS! 
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SD Supreme Court will consider legality of Igloo bunker leases
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