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   ANNOUNCEMENTS:
HAVING A GARAGE SALE
OR MULTI-FAMILY YARD
SALE? ADVERTISE IT IN
THE TRADER CLASSI-
FIEDS & GET THE WORD
OUT!!! CALL 605-673-2217
HELP WANTED:
BLACk HILLS ELECTRIC
COOpERATIVE, INC.
(BHEC) is seeking applica-
tions for the position of a
1,000-hour Right-of-Way
Technician/Line Worker.
BHEC offers a team-orient-
ed working environment
with the possibility of
advancement. Verbal and
written communication skills
are essential. A valid South
Dakota driver’s license is
required. Please submit
resume or application to Bill
Brisk/ Manager of
Operations, Black Hills
Electric Cooperative, Inc.,
P.O. Box 792, Custer, SD
57730-0792. BHEC is an
Equal Opportunity
Employer. Applications will
be accepted until position is
filled. 128 41c

CUSTER COUNTY IS
ACCEpTING AppLICA-
TIONS FOR A pART-TIME
CLERICAL SUppORT
position with Public Health
Nursing Services. This role
provides administrative
assistance, client communi-
cation, vaccination record
updates, and office support.
The position works
Tuesdays and Thursdays,
8:00 AM – 5:00 PM, with no
weekends and most holi-
days off. Starting wage is
$17.00/hr, with occasional
travel to Rapid City for train-
ings. Applicants must meet
immunization requirements
and maintain HIPAA confi-
dentiality. Apply online at
www.custercountysd.com/e
mployment or contact the
Custer County Human
Resources Office at 605-
673-8134 or
amaidens@custercoun-
tysd.com. 120 36tfn

FITNESS CENTER:
CUSTER FITNESS CEN-
TER: Work out anytime—
open 24 hours/7 days 

per week. Inquire at the
Custer County Chronicle
(522 Mount Rushmore
Road, Custer), 605-673-
2217.
TOOLS AND 
EQUIPMENT
LIkE NEW HD 9’ four-way
HYD Bobcat Snow blade.
New price $6,250, will sell
for $3,000. 605-673-3442.
Cell 712-441-5209.      124 39p
GARAGE SALE - HILL CITY
AUTUMN FALLING
pRICES!  ALL ITEMS DIS-
COUNTED at Back Alley
Bargains 101 Pine Ave Hill
City (directly behind Super 8
Hotel) Saturdays 10 AM
Until 4 PM - Free Coffee and
Cookies! 119 36tfn

FOR RENT:
FOR MONTH TO MONTH-
RENT IN HILL CITY.
Completely furnished, 3
BDRM, 2 bath seasonal
vacation home. Available
into April/May 2026.
Includes washer/dryer &
all utilities,  high speed
Wi-Fi and cable. Call Vic at
605-209-3963. 123 37tfn

ONE AND TWO ROOM
MONTHLY SpACES. From
$700 to $1,000. All utilities
included. WIFI and Roku,
too. private laundry soon.
Dogs welcome. Three
minutes from Custer.
Remodeled and clean.
605-440-0370 110 39p

FOR RENT: 3 BEDROOM 1
BATH mobile home  4 miles
west on Hwy 16, $1,250 per
month includes, large lot,
10'x20' storage shed, water,
sewer, & garbage; Available
15 September; call Richard
605 673-2587. 121 41c

TWO BED, ONE BATH
clean modern trailer,
Keystone. No pets.
$900/month plus utilities.
Text 605-391-8413.       73  tfnc
THREE BEDROOM, ONE
BATH, clean, modern trail-
er. Keystone. No pets.
$1,000/month plus utilities.
Text 605-391-8413.        74  tfnc
ATTRACTIVE, MODERN one
and two bedroom apartments,
central Custer. Laundry,
cable TV, competitive rates.

605-591-9397 2 1tf

LONG TERM RV SITES
AVAILABLE! Close to
Custer. Borders Forest
Service land. Tiny homes
may be considered. 605-
673-4701.                     4 1tfn
BUSINESS SPACE:
HUGE OppORTUNITY IN
A SMALL SpACE FOR
RENT on Main Street in
Hill City. Approximately
750-square feet. Food
service qualified (former
ice cream/antique shops).
Available immediately.
NOW IS THE TIME.
Contact Vic 605-209-3963.

45 36tfn

STORAGE UNITS TO RENT
COVERED STORAGE -
RV,  ATV,  Boa ts .  A t
P len ty  S ta r  Ranch .
25991  Hwy.  385 ,
Custer.  Month ly /annu-
a l  r a tes .  Twe lve - foo t
ta l l  ent rance.  Cal l  Isa
Ki rk  a t  605-440-2233.

11  1tf

AVAILABLE NOW! 10x20
s to rage  un i t s .  New
Construct ion.  Close to
Custer.  605-673-4701.

10  1tf

AFFORDABLE STORAGE:
9x9 and 10x21 un i ts .

Cement floors and solid
walls. RV Parking Available
$25 per month. 605-673-
4646. 5 1tf

SUNSHINE STORAGE:
Annual or monthly rentals,
4 convenient locations. Call
Teresa at 673-1025.        6 1tf
BUCKHORN STORAGE:
5x10, 10x10, 10x20. 673-
5050. 7 1tf 

ADS WANTED: CLASSI-
FIED ADS WORk! Fill
out the form on this page
if you are having a
garage sale, if you are
selling an automobile or
if your business is hir-
ing.If you are rentaing a
lot, office space or
house, a classified ad
with us goes in print and
online! Stop by or call
605-673-2217.

AGRICULTURE:
ATTENTION FARMERS
seeing white mold in your
fields? Noticing SDS?
Share your location and
enter to win FREE soy-

bean seeds for 2026.
Call Emily 605/290-8383
AUCTION:
INTERSTATE AUCTION
CENTER: Sept 27,
10:00am. 3 Miles East of
SF, exit 402, Brandon,
SD. Heavy machinery
consignment: construc-
tion, farm, lawn… Full
l isting: auctionzip.com
605-331-4550
EMPLOYMENT:
FAULk COUNTY HIGH-
WAY DEpARTMENT is
accepting applications
for the following position:
Full/Part–Time Highway
Maintenance Position.
Pay $24-25/hr.
Depending on DOE.  Call
605-598-6233 for more
information.
LAND:
IN SEARCH OF pAS-
TURE for 50-300 Pairs.
5th Generation, SD,
ranchers looking to
expand. Long term lease
preferred but would con-
sider short term. Call
(605)690-1997
MISCELLANEOUS::
WE BUY HOUSES FOR
CASH AS-IS! No repairs.
No fuss. Any condition.

Easy process: Call, get
cash offer and get paid.
Call today for your fair
cash offer: 1-605-601-
9373
BATH & SHOWER
UpDATES in as little as
ONE DAY! Affordable
prices - No payments for
18 months! Lifetime war-
ranty & professional
installs. Senior & Military
Discounts available.
Call: 1-877-754-0067
STOp OVERpAYING
FOR HEALTH INSUR-
ANCE! Reduce premi-
ums and out-of-pocket
costs while getting the
coverage you need! Call
now for a competitive
free quote. 1-877-906-
0290. Plus... Income
based government subsi-
dies are available for
those that qualify!
NOTICES:
ADVERTISE IN NEWS-
PAPERS statewide for
only $150.00. Put the
South Dakota Statewide
Classifieds Network to
work for you today! (25
words for $150. Each
additional word $5.) Call
this newspaper or 800-
658-3697 for details.
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FINANCIAL ADVISOR

REAL ESTATE

ACCOUNTING

We Do Repairs,
Restretches on
Flooring

FIREARMS - BUY • SALE • TRADE
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HEY RETAIL BUSINESS OWNERS!!! THIS IS AN INCREDIBLE OPPORTUNITY TO ADVERTISE!!!

SHOP THE BLACK HILLS! SHOP THE BLACK HILLS! 
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By John Hult
South Dakota News Watch

When the South Dakota
Legislature convened for a
special session Tuesday at
the Capitol in Pierre, law-
makers were again asked to
answer a question that’s
swirled for decades: Is it
time to close the oldest parts
of the state penitentiary?

A “yes” would mean a
green light for the most ex-
pensive capital project ever
funded by the state’s taxpay-
ers.

A “no” would drag de-
bate on the future of the 144-
year-old building known as
“the Hill” into another leg-
islative session this winter.

Either answer will ripple
through a state correctional
apparatus that’s been subject
to increasing scrutiny for the
past four years.

The stakes, the stage
Republican Gov. Larry

Rhoden needs two-thirds of
lawmakers in each legisla-
tive chamber to approve his
plan for a 1,500-bed, $650
million men’s prison in an
industrial area in Sioux
Falls. The state Constitution
requires a two-thirds majori-
ty vote for spending bills.

Rhoden expects to have
enough funding to build the
prison without taking on any
debt, due to money lawmak-
ers have put into an incarcer-
ation construction fund the
past several years and inter-
est earned on that money.

On Labor Day, Correc-
tions Secretary Kellie Wasko
told Rhoden she’d resign on
Oct. 20. Rhoden said he sup-
ported her, but also said he
understood that her decision
could help the prison win the
support of the lawmakers
who wanted her gone.

Since then, the governor
has released the prison’s lay-
out, added answers to a
prison-focused Frequently
Asked Questions page and
held phone calls with law-
makers to make his case.
Last week, he pledged to
create a rehabilitation task
force if lawmakers say yes to
the prison legislation, re-
leased a plan that says the
prison will cost $154 million
less than the one he couldn’t
convince lawmakers to vote
for in February, and released
a letter from contractors
guaranteeing a $650 million
maximum price.

Ryan Brunner, an adviser

to Rhoden, wrote a column
addressing what he called
“myths” about the project
that delved into some of the
same areas.

A Democratic lawmaker,
Rep. Kadyn Wittman of
Sioux Falls, wrote a column
urging lawmakers to consid-
er rehabilitation and new
models for corrections.

Meanwhile, a cadre of
state lawmakers called The
Freedom Caucus pledged to
oppose the prison, and at
least one 2026 gubernatorial
candidate — Republican
Aberdeen businessman Toby
Doeden — has done the
same. 

On Friday, the Freedom
Caucus said Rhoden’s reha-
bilitation task force should
do its work before lawmak-
ers vote on a new prison.

Another lawmaker, for-
mer corrections secretary
and Republican Rep. Tim
Reisch of Howard, wrote a
column backing Rhoden’s
plan. Three weeks ago, he
was one of 19 House mem-
bers who said they no longer
trusted Wasko to lead the
charge for a new prison. 

Path to prison began
with Noem, but

discussion predates her
Rhoden’s Frequently

Asked Questions page points
to 2021 as the starting line
for the current discussions. 

That’s the year former
Gov. Kristi Noem terminat-
ed penitentiary leadership at
the Department of Correc-
tions for alleged nepotism
and accusations of harass-
ment. No one was charged
criminally, but the move
quickened discussions about
staff shortages and opera-
tional inefficiencies at the
penitentiary, which was built
prior to South Dakota state-
hood in 1881.

Questions about the
building’s age, design defi-
ciencies and capacity pre-
date the Noem administra-
tion, however. 

During his first stint in
the governor’s office in the
1980s, Bill Janklow success-
fully pushed to turn the for-
mer University of South
Dakota campus in Spring-
field into the medium securi-
ty facility now known as
Mike Durfee State Prison.
That decision was driven in
part by an order from a fed-
eral judge to deal with over-
crowding at the penitentiary,
but also by the lack of suit-

able space for lower-risk in-
mates.

The state added maxi-
mum and minimum security
units to the Sioux Falls peni-
tentiary’s footprint during
Gov. George S. Mickelson’s
time in office. Those build-
ings would remain in service
if lawmakers opt to build a
new facility. 

In 2013, then-Gov. Den-
nis Daugaard championed a
criminal justice reform pack-
age designed, at least in part,
to keep enough people out of
prison and under community
supervision to forestall a
penitentiary replacement. 

The state’s prison popula-
tion never hit the 4,500-in-
mate figure Daugaard
warned it might without his
reforms, but growth didn’t
cease. By the time Noem
took office, the average daily
population had hit highs of
3,900 — about 200 more
than the 2013 average.

After the 2021 staff
shakeup, the state commis-
sioned a facilities assess-
ment from a firm called the
DLR Group. It concluded
that the penitentiary was out-
dated, overcrowded and
needed replacing. It also
called for an additional
women’s prison and listed
more than a dozen other fa-
cility-related needs.

Lawmakers voted to be-
gin putting money into an in-
carceration construction

fund in 2022, and the year
after that agreed to build a
medium-security women’s
prison in Rapid City.
Men’s prison location
sparks controversy
The new women’s prison

saw little pushback. That
project, with a price of $87
million, broke ground in
Rapid City on Oct. 16, 2023,
and is still under construc-
tion.

One of the first whiffs of
trouble for the men’s prison
came 10 days earlier. That’s
the day the Department of
Corrections announced it
would transfer $8 million to
the state’s Office of School
and Public Lands to secure
title to 320 acres of agricul-
tural land in southern Lin-
coln County for what it
hoped would be a 1,500-bed
facility.

The land’s neighbors said
they weren’t notified and
had no input before the an-
nouncement. They’d soon
form a nonprofit organiza-
tion called Neighbors Op-
posed to Prison Expansion
and sue the state in an at-
tempt to force it to comply
with local zoning rules. Its
members held public meet-
ings and testified against the
project in Pierre, where law-
makers in 2024 continued
putting money into the incar-
ceration construction fund
and approved spending for
water and sewer infrastruc-

ture for a men’s prison.
The group of neighbors

earned the backing of the
lawmakers in their legisla-
tive district, including Sen.
Kevin Jensen and Rep. Karla
Lems, both Republicans
from Canton. Lems voted
against the 1,500-bed, $825
million prison on the Lin-
coln County site in February,
contributing to a 35-35 tie
that sunk the bill in the state
House before it could reach
the Senate. 

Jensen has said publicly
that he plans to vote against
the $650 million version on
Tuesday.
Task force, consensus,

remaining issues
Jensen’s the co-lead of a

legislative summer study on
recidivism, which aims to
find ways to reduce the
state’s inmate population by
reworking prison operations
and rehabilitation programs.

Lems has said that build-
ing a new prison without
knowing if the state can re-
duce its need for beds might
be “putting the cart before
the horse.”

Lems, but not Jensen,
served on Rhoden’s Project
Prison Reset task force. That
group, convened by Rhoden
in the wake of the February
prison vote failure, set the
wheels in motion for the
$650 million prison on the
table this week. 

The two Canton voices

echo concerns raised by sev-
eral other lawmakers.
Among them are Wittman,
the Democrat who penned
an editorial about the need
for a new approach to cor-
rections.

When Rhoden announced
his rehabilitation task force
last Wednesday, Jensen
called it overdue and poorly
timed. 

Others question the need
to vote this week on a prison
they could revisit in three
months, during the regular
legislative session. Rep.
Marty Overweg, R-New
Holland, put himself in that
camp. Last week, while say-
ing he hadn’t made up his
mind yet, he said most law-
makers are “pretty dug in” to
their own positions in the
run-up to the special session.

Those positions will be
revealed Tuesday.

The special session be-
gins when the Senate and
House gaveled in at 9 a.m.
Central time. Rhoden was
scheduled to deliver a
speech to a joint session of
both chambers at 9:30 a.m.,
after which debate was ex-
pected to begin. 

John is the senior re-
porter for South Dakota
Searchlight.

South Dakota Searchlight
is part of States Newsroom,
the nation’s largest state-fo-
cused nonprofit news organ-
ization.

Special session could resolve or inflame years of debate about state’s penitentiary

WHERE IT WOULD BE LOCATED — The “Benson Road Site” is the proposed location of a new men’s prison in Sioux Falls. [Sub-
mitted Photo/GOVERNOR’S OFFICE]
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